Yemen army said massing 
n©®r tribe bolding Germans 

SANAA (R) Yemen has massed coops in an area 
where tribesmen are bolding four German lourisis 
hostage, as a deadline given to the adductors approaches 
Yemeni sources said on Tuesday. A source close to the’ 
iovenimajr sad the troops gathered near the Serwah 
region in Manb govemonue where the hostages indud- 
Ingthree women, where being held. The source gave no 
-father details. A tribal official said the captors had been 
given a. deadline of midnight on Tuesday (2100 GMT) to 
release tbeir hostages. Yemeni authorities began negotia- 
tions last week through a tribal leader to secure the Ger- 
mans* release. Yemeni media have said the Bani Dabiyan 
tribe bad mane demands for improvements in their area, 
including schools and health centres, and also wanted 
cash worth about $500,000. 
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Israelis believe Clinton visit 
helped Palestinians — poll 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Almost two-thirds of Israelis 
believe that Palestinians benefited the most from U.S. 
President Bill Clinton’s historic three-day visit to the 
region, according to an Israeli television poll Tuesday. 
Sixry-two per cent of respondents said Clinton's visit 
“favoured the Palestinians,” while only 14 per cent 
believed the trip helped Israel more. Clinton on Mon- 
day became the first-ever U.S. president to visit the 
Palestinian territories and was on hand for a historic 
vote of the Palestine National Council to annul claus- 
es in the Palestinian charter calling for the destruction 
of Israel. The poll, conducted by a private Israeli tele- 
vision channel, surveyed 500 people with a margin of 
error of five per cent. 
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princes Abdullah, 
fa&ssi and Ghazi 
conclude Saudi visit 

AMMAN (Petra) — Tbeir 
Royal Highnesses Prince 
Abdullah, Prince Faisal and 
Prince Ghazi returned home 
Tuesday concluding a several- 
day visit to Saudi Arabia dur- 
ing which they performed die 
. lesser pilgrimage (Umra). 
Ejfiir Royal Highnesses deliv- 
ered a message from His 
Majesty King Hussein to 
£jng j4hd and held talks with 
senior Saudi officials on bilat- 
eral relations and means of 
bolstering them in various 
fields. 

Saudi soldier killed 
near Iraqi border 

RIYADH (AFP) — A Saudi 
'soldier was shot dead near an 
Iraqi border post, in the first 
such incident since the 1991 
Gulf war, the official news 
agency SPA said Tuesday. 
The soldier, named as Ib rahim 
Ahmad AI Johush, was shot 
dead by an assailant on board 
a vehicle inside Iraqi territory 
at die border post of Al Lifiya. 
5 said It did not give a date for 
the inrident or other details. 

Austrian president to 
remarry, paper says 


VIENNA (R) — Austrian 
, Presdear Thomas Klesril, 
roiesters; wi» divorced his wife after 41 

g Cold tO, y® 3 ® *rce 

w ■ months ago, is to marry a fcar- 
irnsl SHU hh- aide 22 years his junior, 
[ Knoer newspaper reported on 
' J fft(Tbesday. A spokesman for the 
i. t’Ji- “^.fiSyear-okl presdenr, who 
. • ifniMSf . ra reelected to the largely 
pr^iois oraaKHiial post of bead of 
t>&; stale in April, denied the 
„•« •' swttf newspaper's report that the 
“ ; wEtkfing would take place on 

■'! -Riday. But spokesman Hans 
*. i. 'it’d Maganschab told Austria's 
; ... APA news agency he could 
.>..11 r &i “neither confirm nor deny 
Marotherintmionstfaepres- 
.. jia f| itatf might have. 

Ties -{ ••• 

s -ik 5 Iran widens Tehran 
school closures 

• * ”!,' "/*» ®RAN (R) — Iran on 
• iT y'". e . Ibesday ordered all schools 

'-■-■'.Tj aad universities in Tehran 
x ' "1 dosed until Saturday because 
of heavy air pollution, state 
tderiskw reported. It said all 
3 td S educational centres would be 
, w spO^S dosed on Wednesday and 
" ' lfl § Ttmtsday. Friday is the week- 
T o' u ? ( |y holiday in Iran. Heavy 
C J. snog, with pollutants six 
times higher than accepted 
a ^ already prompted 
...j. s \ . officials to dose primary and 

• . secondary schools on Tuesday 

^ primary schools on Mon- 
. i«v " l day. Rdhaioa experts have 

• >• l c * ' asked dd people and those 
.. " TWtb heart or re^jiratory dis- 

v-'J eases to leave the city and 
. : ; newspapets have refxxted 
. ,» '' lB ^ deads from heart attacks due 
the thick smog. From 
„ Wednesday, traffic m Tehran 
' 'vffl be restricted on the basis 
,v. •.•••• -''J of vehicles’ number plates, 
\ v . odd and even numbers 

■ '' ■>!•' a ® ow ®d to drive every other 
•: % Tehran radio said earlier. 

r'/.**** Women’s cpx>iipscall 
hla ct lor a stop to Clinton’s 

V j n WASHINGTX»4 (AFP) — 

, . About 15 women’s groups 
...... \ r ;; ^ed ftxces Tiesday to call 


Albright stresses Jordan’s ‘involvement’ in final status issues 

‘U. S. seeking to almost double aid to Jordan ’ 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

AMMAN — The U.S. admin- 
istration will ask Congress to 
almost double aid to Jordan 
from $225 million to $42 5 
million and will ensure coordi- 
nation with the Kingdom in 
Palestinian-Israeli finnl gratis 
talks, U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright pledged 
here Tuesday. 

“We intend to work with 
Congress to obtain $200 mil- 
lion in additional security 
assistance to Jordan, in addi- 
tion to our annual economic 
and military assistance pro- 
gramme for which we will 
seek $225 million in the com- 
ing year,” Albright said at a 
joint press conference with 
HRH Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent. 

The previous figure of U.S. 
aid to Jordan was divided into 
$150 million in economic 
assistance and $75 million in 
military aid. 

“On behalf of President 
[Bill] Clinton, I have assured 
die Crown Prince of America’s 
ongoing commitment to help 
bring greater economic oppor- 
tunities to the people of Jordan 
and to help Jordan meet its 
vital security needs,” said 
Albright, who arrived in 
Amman from Gaza yesterday 
onabrief visit 


Stressing Jordan’s “involve- 
ment and engagement in terms 
of final status issues when they 
arise.” the Regent sakk “When 
you talk about issues such as 
refugees, water; security, 
Jerusalem, you are by the very 
definition talking abort overar- 
ching issues. 

‘The Jordanian peace treaty 
calls upon us to involve and 
invoke Jordanian interests 
when it comes to many of 
these issues. 

“So I would like to point out 
that the process of conversa- 
tion is important but in terms 
of tbe region's map for com- 
prehensive peace to be truly 
comprehensive, then you have 
to encourage fee involvement 
of all parties concerned, 
including, at a given moment, 
Syria and Lebanon.” 

Albright replied that “there 
[was] no question that Jordan 
is very much a part of [the 
peace process] and we will be 
coordinating with our Jordan- 
ian friends as we move for- 
ward on final status because a 
lot of these issues are laiger 
than just between the two par- 
ties.” 

Prince Hassan and Albright 
discussed the outcome of Pres- 
ident Clinton’s three-day visit 
to Israel and Palestinian self- 
rule areas, as well as ways and 
means to ensure the imple- 


mentation, so far stuttering, of 
tbe Palestinian-Israeli Wye 
River accord. 

Albright announced that a 
meeting in Gaza earlier on 
Tuesday between Clinton, 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafet and Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu 
resulted in the settling of the 
thorny issue of Palestinian 
prisoner releases “on a case by 
case basis.” 

“It was decided that there 
were a number of ways that the 
peace process could get back 
on track," Albright told 
reporters, “and one of them 
was that there is a channel for 
dealing with die prisoner ques- 
tion.” 

Prince Hassan emphasised 
the “importance of the 
achievement in demystifying 
some of the issues, such as the 
question of prisoners,” that 
hindered implementation of 
the Ocl23 deal 

Netanyahu's refusal to 
release Palestinian political 
prisoners sparked violent street 
protests last week and this 
week in the occupied territo- 
ries. to which Israel retaliated 
tty freezing a second troop 
redeployment from the West 
Bank thk was scheduled under 
the Wye deal to take -place by 
Friday. 

Albright described as 


Clinton ends mission, fails 
to budge Israel on pullback 

L s flcfh™eT™^": Israel publishes list of 

ble impeachment Tuesday 1 

Palestinian ‘violations’ 


U.S. PRESIDENT Bill Clin- 
ton flew home to face possi- 
ble impeachment Tuesday 
after foilin g to draw a firm 
commitment from Israel to 
pursue tbe Wye River peace 
accord he brokered seven 
weeks ago. 

Clinton had a brief conver- 
sation with Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu on 
the airport tarmac before 
boarding Air Force One with 
his wife Hillary and daughter 
Chelsea. 

Clinton arrived three days 
earlier hoping to resolve dis- 
putes between Israel and the 
Palestinians which had led 
Netanyahu to freeze further 
West Bank withdrawals 
required by the Wye accord 

He made an historic first 
visit ever by a U.S. president 
to the Palestinian territories 
by travelling to the Gaza Strip 
on Monday to attend a land- 
mark session of the Palestin- 
ian leadership which defini- 
tively cancelled anti-Israel 
clauses in the Palestinian 
Charter. 

But despite the vote and a 
three-way meeting early 
Tuesday with Clinton and 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat. Netanyahu refused to 
commit Israel to carrying out 
a new West Bank withdrawal 
required by Friday, citing 
alleged Palestinian violations 
of the Wye agreemeoL 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel on Tuesday published a list of 
alleged Palestinian violations of the Wye River peace accord, 
within hours of a summit with U.S. President Bill Clinton 
which Med to get the land-for-security deal back oo track. 

An official statement said Prime Munster Benyamin 
Netanyahu had given the 12-point list to Clinton and Palestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat at the three-way summit along the 
Gaza-Israel border 

The summit broke without any joint statement and 
Netanyahu announced afterwards that tos government would 
not carry out a promised further West Bank withdrawal 
required by tire Yfye accord by Friday, until the Palestinians 
ended their violations of the agreement. 

The list included demands that Palestinians renounce any 
intention of unilaterally declaring an independent state, accept 
Israel's criteria for tbe release of prisoners, confiscate illegal 
weapons, reduce the size of the Palestinian police, clamp down 
on anti-Isxsel incitement and crack down on violence. 


Clinton said the three-way 
summit was meant to pursue 
procedural steps to push for- 
ward the Wye River land-for- 
security accord they signed in 
October. 

“I have achieved what I 
came here to achieve,” Clin- 
ton told reporters after the 
summit, held at the crossing 
between Israel and Gaza on 
the final day of his three-day 
Middle East visit 
“We now have to decide 
practical means to go forward 
and I think we are well on the 


way to doing that" Clinton 
said, adding that Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright 
would return to the region in a 
few weeks time. 

But Clinton and Netanyahu, 
speaking separately after the 
two-hour meeting, gave no 
indication that Israel would 
honour a Dec. IS date laid 
down in Wye for a second 
Israeli handover of occupied 
West Bank land to Palestinian 
self-rule. 

(Continued on page 12) 


“unfortunate" a statement 
issued by Netanyahu yesterday 
that there was “no need to 
huny" and carry out the agreed 
upon redeployment 
“We've said all along that 
there are mutual obligations chi 
both sides — this is the key to 
Wye," she said 
“Deployments cannot be off 
the table. 

“There are parts of the agree- 
ment that the Israeli govern- 
ment signed and they have to 
go forward as the Palestinians 
have to fulfil their obligations,’’ 
Albright stressed 
She also announced that dur- 
ing yesterday's meeting 
between Clinton, Arafat, and 
Netanyahu, it was decided that 
final status negotiations be 
“initialed officially and take 
place chi a permanent basis.” 
“[F inal status talks] have 
started and we hope they will 
continue,” she said 
A Palestinian-Israeli steering 
committee was to meet later 
yesterday to deal with “overall 
problems,” while Israeli and 
Palestinian education minister 
were scheduled to discuss 
“long term curriculum 
changes,” the U.S. Secretary of 
Stale told tbe press. 

Expressing Jordan’s “deep 
appreciation for the personal 
commitment and dedication of 
President Clinton. Secretary 


.Albright, and tbe peace team." 
Prince Hassan said the U.S. 
Secretary of State’s visit to the 
Kingdom was “a contribution 
to show visibly that once again 
Jordan stands out as a visible 
contributor and a visible part- 
ner in our shared common 
search for peace with a human 
face.” 

Albright reiterated American 
admiration for the courageous 
role played by His Majesty 
King Hussein and the govern- 
ment of Jordan in support of 
the Middle East peace process. 

“Without King Hussein’s 
presence at Wy«?. I think we 
would not have gotten as far." 
she said. 

Albright praised Prince Has- 
san for “the superb leadership 
he has shown both domestical- 
ly and internationally during 
the King's illness 

King Hussein has been 
undergoing chemotherapy in 
the U.S. since July. 

"Although much changes in 
die Middle East, the tradition 
of effective leadership in Jor- 
dan carries on," she added. 

Albright later rejoined Clin- 
ton on his visit to Israel and the 
Palestinian territories — the 
first ever by a U.S. president 
— alter her talks in Amman. 



HRH Crown Prince Hassan and U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright on Tuesday address a joint press 
conference after a meeting during which Albright 
briefed tbe Crown Prince on her visit with US. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton to Israel and the Palestinian territo- 
ries [Photo by Boghos) 


Libyan assembly backs Lockerbie trial plan 


TRIPOLI (AP) — Libya’s 
parliament on Tuesday gave its 
conditional approval for the 
trial of two suspects in the 
1988 Lockerbie bombing, say- 
ing that obstacles must be 
overcome before tbe men arc 
handed ovet 

Western diplomats in Libya 
said the parliament's statement 
appeared to be a major step 
toward a trial It “means that 
they will handover die sus- 
pects sooner rather than later.” 
said one diplomat, speaking on 
customary condition of 
anonymity. 

Tt looks like they've made a 


clear decision, but we don’t 
know if this is the final line or 
what the time-scale is,” he 

aridfld. 

The General People’s Con- 
gress, Libya's parliament, 
expressed “satisfaction with 
the agreement of the Libyan. 
British and American sides on 
trying the two suspects in the 
Lockerbie incident in a third 
country.” 

But a statement, read on 
state-run television during a 
televised meeting ol' the parlia- 
ment, made no mention of 
whether Libya would hand 
over the two suspects. The par- 


liament ended its eight-day 
meeting Tuesday afternoon. 

The congress also asked 
“these sides to work on remov- 
ing any obstacle preventing the 
two suspects from standing 
trial as soon as possible." It did 
not say what the obstacles 
were. 

Libya already has accepted 
in principle to the trial of the 
two suspects before a panel of 
Scottish judges in the Nether- 
lands. The handover of the 
men has been held up because 
of Libya’s demand for guaran- 
tees that the two men, if con- 
victed, would be jailed in 


Israel finance minister asks to quit 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli 
Finance Minister Yaacov Nee- 
map has told Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu be 
intends to resign his post, 
Netanyahu's spokesman said 
on TUesday. 

“We confirm that Finance 
Minister Neeman requested to 
tender his resignation before 
he went on holiday and that 
the prime minister said they 
will discuss this on his return,” 
said the spokesman. Aviv 
Bushinsky. 

Neeraan’s spokesman Motti 
Sberf declined to comment on 
foe resignation request. Israel's 
Channel One television said 
Neeman would submit his res- 
ignation in writing at tbe start 
of next week upon his return 
from a European ski holiday. 


Political sources said 
Netanyahu was likely to 
accept the resignation. 

Bushinsky gave no explana- 
tion of why Neeman, an inde- 
pendent technocrat and a close 
ally of Netanyahu, had asked 
to leave his post only two 
weeks before a deadline for 
the passage of the 1999 state 
budget. 

Netanyahu is struggling to 
stay in power amid hard-line 
opposition in this right-wing 
coalition to his land-for-securi- 
ty peace accord with the Pales- 
tinians and faces a key no-con- 
fidence vote in parliament next 
Monday. 

Neeman has expressed frus- 
tration that coalition disarray 
has prevented passage of the 
1999 budget, which has only 


passed one of three readings in 
parliament required by Dec. 
31. 

Neeman has repeatedly 
delayed bringing the bud- 
getary arrangements bill a 
necessary precursor to the 
state budget before parliament 
out of fear he had no majority. 

Avraham Ravitz, chairman 
of parliament's finance com- 
mittee. said he spoke with 
Neeman before he departed on 
holiday and “understood from 
the conversation that it was the 
end of the road for him and in 
his opinion, for the govern- 
ment" 

“The failure to pass a budget 
has to be seen as a failure on 
tbe port of any finance minis- 
ter,” Ravitz said. 


RJ strives to reduce heavy burden of debts as it heads for privatisation 


rV'J’^ ttOCeedmoc am ii net D»»c;A*nt into the next year still carrying a 

heavy debt burden as it continues 
with implementation of an eignt- 
raonth prwarisacion scheme and gears 
up to join forces wiffi a 
ty partner tty the end of 1999- , 

The national airline, celebrating 
35th anniversary, is working with 
legal and financial adv !f ,rs f “ 1 
Xe the financial bealffioffoean- 
waraddled with a total debt of 
So7 million, mainly to foretgg and 
local banks for aircraft leasing. Royal 


u .’!v-:- 1 -g^oeedSngs against President 
1 ' ' . ^ . . r® CBqtoo, describing them 
‘ \f ->!? fa travesty.” While 

sexual 

I'-My.f ™ w&felfrsraff White 
>••• intern Monica Lewin- 

^ 3s ^especially abhorrent to 
' u/ ■ fj&ast leaders.” the represen- 
; l1 ' called on women’s 

to mnhilim* to save 

. ^fioa’s ptesidentty. ’‘We 
1 V ; 1 not be hilled into com- 

£? Cl,c y ty the assumption 
; ?• . tbe U.S. Senate ultimately 

’ JJootbeahletoputastopJO 
? ?^ maiie sC said Eleanor 
MDeal, president of tte Femi- 
Majority, a think tank 
- .V ® Artington, Virginia. 


Bv Ghadeer Tfcher that while operating profits were $27 

3 million until November of this year, 

AMMAN — Royal Jordanian flies tbe company still had a budget defiat 

£^hT lext year stiU carrying a of $11 million, due mamly to <ktrt 

r “Lhr harden as it continues servicing. However, he said this 

of weight- y^sMch is SO per cent less than 

apt "We arc paying our debts [for the 
planes and id foreign banks]." said 
^•CSiS^htoe. celebrating its Miabi, in a randid disoossion of the 

"V* working with airlines finances and future 

1 35 *1 an jrSartikl advisors to help prospects. ‘We could not pay our debt 

fr^i Health of the air; to told banks so we rescheduled," he 

WT7 mita? ^iy^'feign and Roys 1 Joidanian, the Jotdan Petto- 

leum Refin “y Compaq and the 
(Tin President Nader Social Security Cotporanon are tty- 
Tiu»<riav He said that mg to reach a settlement on the out- 
fading debt. Daha bi ^d fiPyg 
SI Refinery Company, the door open on the option of ofier- 

fog shares to ofiset the debt. Hei aid 
aiding finances were improving and RJ paid JDI2 million to the refinery 


in 1998. 

“We are serious about privatisa- 
tion,” said Dahabi. “ Royal Jordanian 
and the financial advisor have started 
a preliminary search for a strategic 
partnec..to put potential partners in 
the picture.” 

Last October die government 
agreed with French Banque Paribas 
and British law firm Clifford Chance 
to assist it in evaluating the airline’s 
assets, n^tructuring the balance sheet, 
and recommending ways to handle 
the airline’s debt. 

The government, which has put for- 
ward an ambitioqs schedule for the 
completion of a WxW Bank blueprint 
for privatising the airline, expects to 
be ready to sell a stake in anew debt- 
free operating subsidiary eight 
months after initialling the restructur- 
ing process. 


Dahabi who is also chief executive 
officer of the airline, did not exclude 
teaming up with Asian or Gulf air- 
lines as well as European or Ameri- 
can carriers. 

It is envisioned that the debt-free 
subsidiary would handle tbe aviation 
part of the business and include the 
aircraft, routes and technical support, 
while RJ, which would own the gov- 
ernment’s share in die subsidiary, 
would sell its currently profitable 
operations such as die duty free 
shops, its catering business, mainte- 
nance aqd training workshops. 

The airline is replacing its TriStars, 
which require a high running cost, 
with Airbus planes, Dahabi said. He 
said that by replacing the fleet, RJ 
would save JD33 million on each 
plane annually. 

“By selling TriStan we will pay our 


debt and cut running costs,” said 
Dahabi. 

In an attempt to streamline opera- 
tions, Dahabi said a technical team is 
assessing the financial viability of 
routes. The airline will officially inau- 
gurate the Amman-Shannon route 
next month. 

Asked about laying off employees 
in a new restructured carrier, Dahabi 
said; ‘Today, it is premature to speak 
about what a restructured RJ would 
look like... or to speak about reducing 
the size of routes, the number of 
planes and employees.” 

Informed sources said die airline, 
which until recently employed 
around 5.000 staff worldwide, has 
frozen hiring and has reduced the 
number of employees by 10 per cent 
compared to 1997. 


Libya. 

Libyan media had eariier 
suggested that Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi did not 
have the authority to handover 
the suspects and indicated that 
any such decision should be 
approved by the People’s Con- 
gress. 

Britain said the Libyan state- 
ments were encouraging. 

“We have seen the very lim- 
ited reports based on Libyan 
television and, if true, then it is 
very encouraging,” said a For- 
eign Office spokesman, speak- 
ing on customary condition of 
anonymity. 

Butler 
finishing 
report 
on Iraqi 
compliance 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) 
— Chief U.N. weapons 
inspector Richard Butler put 
the finishing touches Tues- 
day on a report to Secretary- 
General Kofi .Annan on 
whether Iraq has cooperated 
frilly with weapons experts 
during the past month. 

Butler has already report- 
ed that Iraq’s compliance 
has been far from perfect: 
Baghdad denied the inspec- 
tors access to two sites, 
refused to hand over several 
key documents, and 
imposed unacceptable con- 
ditions during several 
inspections. 

Nonetheless, most inspec- 
tions passed off without 
incident and Baghdad-based 
monitoring teams went into 
the field Tuesday. The last 
three visiting teams, who 
carried out surprise inspec- 
tions over the past week, left 
Monday. 

The U.N. Security Coun- 
cil says a comprehensive 
review of Iraq’s compliance 
with U.N, resolutions — 
which Baghdad desperately 
wants — will only go ahead 
if Butler reports that Iraq has 
resumed frill cooperation 
with inspectors. 
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Ecevit suffers setback in 
Turkey government search 



Jordan Times, Wednesday, Decem^^^ 8 


ANKARA (R) — Prime 
Minister-designate Buleot 
Ecevit said on Tuesday he 
had rejected a coalition 
offer from a rival leftist for 
fear such a government 
could revive violent antago- 
nism between Turkey’s left 
and right. 

Ecevit is struggling to 
forge a new Turkish govern- 
ment but his search suffered 
a setback after he failed to 
reach agreement with rival 
leftist Deniz Baykal. 

Any new administration, 
the sixth since 1995. is like- 
ly to be only a stop-gap 


measure until general elec- 
tions next April. 

Baykal said he had reject- 
ed veteran leftist Ecevit's 
offer of a place in a minori- 
ty coalition along with 
Mesut Yilmaz’s conserva- 
tive party. Ecevit in turn 
said Baykal's proposal of a 
coalition between their rival 
leftists parties without Yil- 
maz “could lead to polarisa- 
tion between the right and 
the left” and possible street 
violence between left and 
rightist groups. “My worry 
is that [such a coalition] 
could bring back the left- 


right violence of the 
1970s." Ecevit told 
reporters in parliament 

“I have serious doubts [it] 
would be able to achieve 
harmony." 

Ecevit served as prime 
mini ster during years of tur- 
bulent street violence in the 
late 1970s which eventually 
led to military intervention 
to restore order. 

Passionate left- and right- 
wing university students 
still clash intermittently but 
far less than 20 years ago. 

Turkey’s powerful armed 
forces still wield influence 


over the political scene, 
although now their prime 
concern is to restrict the 
power of Turkey’s large 
Islamist movement. 

Ecevit. a staunch secular- 
ist, has so far excluded the 
main opposition Islamists, 
the largest group in parlia- 
ment, from his search for a 
government to replace that 
of Y ilmaz. toppled last 
month by corruption 
charges. 

The political instability 
has come as Turkey's econ- 
omy is heading for a slump. 


Agricultural engineers open meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Arab Agricultural Engineers Federa- 
tion Tuesday opened a four-day meeting in Amman on the role 
of educational institutions in promoting agricultural training in 
the Arab World. Delegates representing Arab states and con- 
cerned ministries of agriculture and regional and international 
scientific research centres are discussing factors impeding the 
educational institutions* contributions to the sustainable agri- 
cultural development of die Arab World. 

US. increases support to UNRWA 

AMMAN fJ.T.) — U.S. First Lady Hilary Rodham Clinton 
announced Monday that the U.S. government has pledged an 
increase of 4.5 per cent in its 1999 annual contribution to 
UNRWA, which will stand at £73 million next year, an 
UNRWA statement said The announcement came in an 
address by Mis. Clinton at the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency’s Women's Programme Centre in Beach Camp 
in Gaza, where she recommended that other donor countries 
increase ibeir contribution to UNRWA. Mrs. Clinton remarked 
on die difficulties faced by women in Gaza over the years and 
congratulated the women present on the work they had done in 
building their businesses while continuing to raise their fami- 
lies. 

Meguid to discuss Jerusalem with Pope 

CAIRO (AFP) — Arab League Secretary General Esmat 
Abdul Meguid on Tuesday embarked on a five-day visit to Italy 
and the Vatican during which he will hold talks with Pope John 
Paul Hon the future status of occupied Jerusalem. “1 will meet 
the pontiff on Friday at the Vatican to discuss Jerusalem and as 
pan of efforts to secure the necessary Christian and Muslim 
support for Jerusalem which is considered one of the most 
important issues in JEalestinian-Israeli] final status talks,’’ 
Abdul Meguid told reporters. He will also meet with Italian 
government officials to discuss the doubled Middle East peace 
process and Italy's role within the European Union (EU) to 
help secure progress in the negotiations. 

Libya reshuffles cabinet 

TUNIS (R) — Libya on Tuesday reshuffled its cabinet, merg- 
ing the justice and public order ministries again and returning 
the pan- Arab unity affairs to the foreign affairs ministry. Prime 
Minister Mohammad Ahmad AI Mangoush, Foreign Affairs 
Minister Omar Mustafa AJ Montnsser, and Energy Minister 
Abdullah Salem Al Badri were confirmed at their posts, Libyan 
television monitored in Tunis reported Also confirmed were 
Finance Minister Mohammad Beit Al Mai, and Central Bank 
Governor Tahar Jehimi as well as non-cabinet minister for the 
Great-Man-Made-River Project Abdulmajid AJ Gu’ud 

Iran, Iraq to exchange more prisoners 

TEHRAN (AFP; — Iran and Iraq will exchange an unspeci- 
fied number of prisoners on their border on Wednesday in the 
presence of Red Cross representatives and military officials. 
Radio Tehran said Tuesday. The prisoner exchange is part of an 
agreement concluded during bilateral talks last month in 
Tehran on prisoners from the 1980- 19S8 Iran-Iraq war. 


Italy dismisses 
Turkish talk of 
expelling Ocalan 



ROME iR) — Italy on Tues- 
day dismissed as “fantastical" 
comments attributed to 
Turkey's outgoing prime min- 
ister that Rome was prepared to 
hand over a detained Kurdish 
guerrilla leader to a third coun- 
ty 

“None of the fantastical theo- 
ries put forward by the Turkish 
daily Hinriyet. and attributed to 
outgoing Turkish Prime Minis- 
ter Mesut Yilmaz, on supposed 
offers from other countries or 
Italy's decision to send Abdul- 
lah Ocalan away, has been or is 
being considered," the Italian 
prime minister's office and the 
foreign ministry said in a terse 
joint statement 

Hinriyet quoted Yilmaz as 
saying Turkey and Italy were in 
negotiations to send Ocalan 
from Italy to a third country 
and that Italy was considering 
Albania, among other options. 

‘They will definitely send 
him to a third country. We pro- 
posed Pakistan, but they said 
no. They wanted North Korea, 
but we did not Now Albania is 
on the agenda. Ws will have no 
objection to that country," Hur- 
riyet quoted Yilmaz as saying. 

Yilmaz was toppled last 
month over corruption charges 
against his government, and a 
new prime minister-designate, 
Buleot Ecevit, is trying to form 
a new coalition. 

Relations between NATO 
allies Italy and Turkey have 


been strained since Ocalan's 
arrest in Rome on Nov. 12. 
Italy says it cannot extradite 
him to Turkey because he 
could face the death penalty 
there. 

Turkey has charged Ocalan 
with treason and holds him and 
his Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) responsible for the 
deaths of more than 29.000 
people killed by Kurdish fight- 
ers and Turkish armed forces 
during the Kurds' 14-year fight 
forself-ruie. 

Ocalan has applied for politi- 
cal asylum in Italy and lives in 
a Rome villa under police sur- 
veillance. An interior ministry 
commission is due to deliberate 
on Ins asylum request at the 
end of December but tire final 
word belongs to the govern- 
ment 

Given that senior ministers, 
including Prime Munster Mas- 
simo D’Alema, have said 
Ocalan should be given a fair 
trial, it was considered unlikely 
the centre-left government 
would grant him asylum. 

Ocalan on Sunday distanced 
himself from the armed con- 
flict saying he would have 
nothing to do with guerrillas if 
they chose to pursue their cam- 
paign. There was no immediate 
response from Turkish authori- 
ties. but .Ankara has strongly 
rejected negotiating with the 
PKK. winch it brands as “ter- 
rorist" 


ALTERCATION AT CLINTON’S HOTEL: An Israeli border guard Tuesday separates Meir Indoor; -rigfa^fhe 
leader of an Israeli group called Victims of .Arab Terror, from a fellow Israeli outside of President Ointonfshjaej 
in Jerusalem. Indoor came under attack for protesting remarks made by Clinton in which he rompareilsraefi 
terror victims to Palestinian children whose fathers are serving jail terms in Israeli jails (AP photo) 

JTV to put more emphasis on local 
drama serials during Ramadan 


By a Jordan Times 


Reporter 


AMMAN — State-run Jor- 
dan Television has said it 
will put more emphasis on 
locally produced drama 
serials during the Muslim 
fasting month of Ramadan, 
set to start Sunday or Mon 
day. 

JTV Director 
Dalqarauni. said emphasis 
during the Ramadan cycle 
of programmes will be 
placed on quality, not quan 
tity, to help entertain view 
ers who often stay up until 
the break of dawn to have 
their last meal before they 
start the day-long fast. 

Most viewers have often 
complained that the corpo- 
ration’s programmes are not 
as interesting as the ones 
screened on famous Arab 
satellite stations. 

Dalqamuni said an aver- 
age Jordanian likes to see 
one or rwo light drama 
series. comedies and 


quizzes. "And these will be 
on the top of the list." he 
said. 


He added that the corpora 
non would not transmit 
quality films like “The Mes- 
sage," "Khaled Ben Al 
Walid.” “Salah Al Din." and 
‘Omar Al Mukhtar" 


because viewers have seen 
these productions over and 
over again. 

‘People know them by 
heart" he told a press brief- 
ing held on Sunday to 
unveil the Ramadan pro- 


grammes. 

Dalqamuni said the corpo- 
ration was "w illing to brin 
any new good films,” but he 
added that there were only 
around 10 quality Arabic 
films suitable for religious 
occasions. 

*My aim is to further 
increase Jordanian produc- 
tion in the coming years. 
However, the quality of 
scripts offered for television 
programmes often are of 
poor quality." he said. 


The high cost of produc 
tiort lack of advanced tech 


nical facilities and well 


trained actors were other 
obstacles in the way of good 
quality programmes, he 
explained. 

Saleh Irtehmeh. pro- 
gramme director of JTV's 
Arabic channel! Channel 1), 
said broadcasts during 
Ramadan will start at 10 
a.m. and end at 2 a.m. 

Adnan Zou'bi. director of 
JTV's satellite channeL 
added that during the Holy 
Month there will be strong 
cooperation between his 
department and Channel i . 

“In the past, there were 
problems with producers 
who insisted on the broad 
cast of a product on Chan 
nel I before it would be 
beamed on the satellite 
channel." he said 

The JTV Ramadan pro- 
gramme comprises seven 
drama serials, seven various 
live broadcasts, two con- 
tests or quizzes, and 15 dif- 


ferent religious -'dramas, 
which make 51 per'cwtof 
the planned broadcasts dur- 
ing Ramadan. 

Other serials durini 
Ramadan are from various 


Arab countries such s 


Lebanon, Syria, Eg) 
Saudi Arabia and" Kuwait 
which make 43 per 
the remaining programming 
during Ramadan. 

The English channel 
JTV will broadcast a 
programme on Islam for 
foreign community m Jor- 
dan. At the iftar (breaBns ' 
the fast), the chanitf mD 
linked to the Arafcfe- - 


nel l. At 6:15 p.m. 
will be a daily Hgypti® 
religious serial ■ emitted 
"Omar Ben Abdul Abl 


which will be subtitled a 


English. At 8 p.ra. a 
show- in English, “Islam io*-: 
Changing World.” - 
alternate daily with a seriaf< 
documentary on Islamic an j 
entitled “Journey into tol 
Arab World" I 


Syrian press blasts cancellation of clauses in Palestinian Charter 


DAMASCUS (AFP)* — Syria’s 
official press on Tuesday criticised 
the vote removing anti-Israel claus- 
es in the Palestinian Charter and 
said Middle East peace is currently 
impossible to achieve. 

"The farce of cancelling the char- 
ter is a black comedy during which 
he who is supposed to protect the 
rights of his people sold out the 


sacred cause of Palestine for a 
mirage of peace,” the newspaper AJ 
Baath of Syria's ruling party said in 
a reference to Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat 

Describing as a “total capitula- 
tion" the vote held in Gaza City on 
Monday in the presence of U.S. 
President Bill Clinton, the newspa- 
per said “the events of yesterday 


revealed the reality that peace in the 
region has become impossible in 
the current circumstances and with 
the current balance of forces." 

“What is happening has nothing 
to do with peace but shows that 
there is an Israeli plan backed by the 
United Stares to kill off the peace 
process,” Al Baath said 

Peace negotiations between Israel 


and Syria have been frozen for 
nearly three years. Syria is demand- 
ing the return of the Golan Heights 
occupied by Israel in the 1967 
Arab-Lsraeli war and illegally 
annexed in 1981. 

Clinton, on the first visit to Pales- 
tinian-ruled territory by a U.S. pres- 
ident. attended a gathering of the 
Palestinian leadership during which 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 


15:10 Cartoon — "The Adven- 
tures of Teddy Ruxpin" 

15:30 Children’s Programme 
— Halfway to Cross the 
Galaxy and Turn Left 
16:00 ..French Documentary 
16:30 ....Masters of the Maze 

17:00 French programme 

18:15 Drama - Wind at My Back 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 French programme 

19:30 News headlines 

19:35 ...Comedy — 2 Point 4 
Children 

20:00 Doc. — Envoye Special 
Magazine 

20:30 Drama - NYPD Blue 

21:15 The Great Moments of 
Science and Technology 

21:30 Faces and Places 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Cover Story 

23:10 The Album Show 

23:59 End ofT.X. 


PRAYER TIMES 
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a vote was taken confirming to 
emulation of anti-Israel clauses ® 
the Palestinian National Charter. 

Al Baath said Clinton's visit was 
not aimed at saving peace “but * 
achieving Israel's aims and wip®? 
out the rights of the Palestinian pw- 
pie. their hopes for the liberation u 
all occupied land and the establish* 
ment of an independent state-" 

H DEPARTURES 


Swafieh.TeJ. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church TeL 
4632785 

St Joseph Church Tel. 
4624590 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/46248 1 1 . 

Sl Afinem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 4771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 581 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints TeL 4654932 
Sl John the Baptist at De la 
SaHe College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, $wts- 
fieh TeL 5920 146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The Enriish-Laneuaee 


Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology 
Relative cold weather condi- 
tions will prevail and skies 
partly cloudy. There will be a 
chance of scattered showers 
and winds southwesterly mod- 
erate. In Aqaba, skies will be 
partly cloudy, winds northerly 
moderate, and seas calm. 

Amman .06/14 

Aqaba 13/21 

Deserts 04/16 

Jordan Valley 12/22 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 15, Aqaba 21 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 43 per 
cent, Aqaba 52 per cent 

Following are the tempera- 
tures expected today in the fol- 
lowing areas: 

AJloun 04/10 

Jerash 10/16 

Um Qays 08/15 

Madaba .05/13 


05:01 ... 


Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 

Petra 

...04/15 

06:24 ... 


Evangelical Free Church TeL 

Dead Sea 

...12/23 

11:31 ... 


4892679 



14:15 ... 
16:38.... 
18:01 ... 

! .Maghreb 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 

USEFUL 



CHURCHES 


SL Mary of Nazareth Church 


Church TeL 4771331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 


WEATHER 


TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 


Dr. Khalid Abdo .....4657129 


Dr. Bassam Karadsheh 4389200 

Dr. PakhriTayefa .4915880 

Dr. Rama Msusatfi 4894788 

AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy 5661912 

AJ Sal am Pharmacy 4636730 
Mayadah Pharmacy ...5537004 
RuknAJDawa Pharmacy 5536169 

ERBID: 

Dr. Lutfi ShalabL (02)241 789 

Fou’ad Pharmacy .(02)275360 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Samir AI Lawzi .(09)903469 
Palestine Phannacy..(09)983562 

EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre 46371 1 1 

Civil Dderae Department 5661111 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue .4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Pcdtce 1914621 1 11.4637777 

Fire Brigade .4617101 

Blood Bank, 4775121 

Highway Police .5343402 

Traffic dice -.4896390 

Public Security Dept 463032 1 

Hotel Complaints.™ .5605800 

Price Complaints™ _5661 176 

4897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints _ 4787111 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 0132 

Central Amman Telephone Repaits 
■ - .4623101 


Abdali Tel. Repairs .5661 101 

Jordan Television 4773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 47741 1 1 

Water Authority .. .5680100 

J. Electricity Authority .58 1 56 1 5 

Electric Power Co —463638 J 

RJ Flight Information 44-53200 
Queen Alin Inti. Airport ...44-53200 

HOSPHALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery .5921199 

The Islamic. Abdii 5666131 fl 

Hussein Medical Centre._5S56S5b 

Luzmila .4630195 

Khalidi Maternity 4644281/6 

Aldleh Maternity. 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Malerni iy„4642362 
Malhas, J. Amman. .>.4636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani .5607071 

Shmeisani Hospital .5607431 

Jordan Hospital 5607550 

University Hospital .5353444 

Al-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

AI-Ahli, Abdali 5664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen 4777101/3 

Al-Bashin. 4775111/26 

Army. Marita .4891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5 157100 

Arral Hospital .5607155 

AJAmal Cancer Centre .5353000 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital .....,.(09)98673 1 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 


(09)990990 

IRBED: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

_.l 02)275555 

Roman Catholic Hospital 

— , (02)272275 

Ibn AJ Nafees Hospiial 

.<02)7101372, (02)7103101 

Rosarv Sisters Hospital 

(0217102831. (0217102011 

Speciality Hospital -,...(02)7103100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)201411] 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This infonruuum is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian fRJl information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(44153200-5. when ■ U should 
always be verified Information nn 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 44 (52700). Information on 
Royal Wings flights can lie sup- 
plied on phone 4875201-5 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

07:30 Damascus (RJ) 

08:35 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:50 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 


Other 
09 JO 
10:30 
12:20 
13:10 
13:20 
14:05 
15:05 
15:30 
18:05 
18:40 
19:15 
00:55 
01:25 
02:00 


Lamaea (RJ) 

.New York. Amsterdam i RJ) 

London iRJl 

Istanbul fRJl 

Paris (RJ) 

Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 
Frankfim. Vienna (RJi 

Rome (RJ) 

...Brussels. Berlin (RJ) 

Rome (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Flights 

Cairo iMS) 

Jeddah (SV) 

Kuwait (KU) 

Tunis tTlf) 

Bahrain (GFj 

Rome (AZ) 

Vienna (OSi 

Algiers (AH) 

Karachi. Abu Dhabi iPK) 

Beirut (ME) 

Frankfurt fLH) 

London. Damascus (BA) 

Athens (OA) 

Rome (AZ) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
09130 Aqaba (arriving at OAlA) 
(RW) 

10:10.. Aqaba ('arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

l&00..Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

18:30 Haifa (arriving at QALA) 
(RW) 

Tel Aviv (arriving at 
QAIA) (RW) 

£-50 Aqaba (arriving ar 
Airport! (RW 


06:50 Lamaea (Rl>, 

08:25 Amsterdam, New York (Wi 1 

09:45 „„.Rome(8Jl| 

11:00 Jstanbuiti^; 

12:15 .London (RlF 

19:30 Colombo (RH ; 

19:35 Beirut (W> I 

20:00 Riyadh, Dhahran iW) j 
20:15 ....Bahrain. Doha 

20:15 -Bombay i 

20:25 Cairo IR” . 

20:35 New Delhi iW* | 

21:00 ...Calcutta. Bangkok^'; 
21:15 ....Dubai. Muscat (W 1 1 

00:40 Sanaa iFtil j 

02:40 ......Jeddah (add) (W ! , 

Other Flights j 

06:30 Lamaea (CV, 

07:25 Damascus. London (H^ t 

07:25 

10:30 Cairo (MS’ 

12:00 ..Medina, Jeddah (SV , 

13:20 .Kuwait , 

14:10 .Bahrain (GP j 

14:10 — Tunis 0* • 

15:30 : Vienna^! 

15:30 _....Eome(AZ i 

16:20 ShariqahW 

19:30 Abu Dhabi, Karad»J*j j 

00:35 Amsterdam > 

02:45 Athens (OA j 

Roval Wings (RW) . ! 
07:00 Aqata (from 'Ma*» 
peat) (RW) . , 

0S:3U,.Aqaba 1 

P° rtl,RW ) ■■ «n*iA):i 

16.-00 Haifa (arriving Bl j 

(RW) ■ ) 

1&30 Tel Aviv (from ; 

ponXKW) •- - [ 1 

20-JO _Aqaba (baa OP#}* ' 


plans 

(lousing 

estate for 
industrial 

yyorkors 
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Amman 
municipality 
plans 
; housing 
Restate for 
industrial 
-workers 

j "'T' ■ " 

-i^AMMAN (Kara; — The 
^"Greater Amman Municipality 
planning to build a "work- 
ers city’’ on a 150-square kilo* 
efre area east of the ring 
: -JS. road surrounding Amman. 

Speaking ar a press confer- 
^■^ence on Tuesday. Amman 
-:i|£ Mayor Nidal Hadid said the 
workers city, whose area will 
: be equal to one quaner of the 

total area of Amman, will 
bouse employees of the indus- 
trial centres located in the 
Zarqa and Sahab areas, 
v':/;. Hadid also announced that 
. the municipality is going 
ahead with plans to find solu- 
tions to 18 dangerous traffic 
junctions within die Amman 
region and has been in contact 
■with a number of engineering 
firms to prepare a feasibility 
stud}' for the project 
Referring to the municipali- 
ty’s planned projects for 1 999, 
Hadid said work will continue 
on the Ras AI Ain cultural 
centre, which is due to be 
completed by the end of the 
year 2000. 

According to Hadid, the 
cultural centre will be 
adjoined to a JD 500.000 car 
park complex which includes 
the construction of a 
JD750.000 tunnel in addition 
to a JD1.5 million overpass. 
He said the municipality is 
also planning to construct two 
tunnels ar the Seventh Circle 
at the cost of around JDI.5 
million. 

The municipality is plan- 
ning to build more ring roads 
and radial roads to solve the 
increasing number of traffic 
bottlenecks and the growing 
number of vehicles on the 
roads, according to Hadid. 

In 1999. the municipality 
hopes to complete work on Al 
IMun Street which runs 
from Martyr's Monument to 
the Abu biuseir suburb, and • 
plans to widen the 5.5 km 
thoroughfare from Al Quds 
Street to Madaba Street to 40 
metres in width, the mayor 
said. 

Hadid added that the munic- 
ipality will build gardens and 
parks and plant trees to green 
the country and stem the 
encroachment of desert lands 
westwards. In this respect, he 
said, the municipality plans 
public gardens in the" neigh- 
bourhoods of Marka. Ras AI 
Ain, Qweismeh, Mugabelin, 
Bader and Abu Nuseir. 

The municipality has floor- 
ed a tender for processing 
waste to produce methane 
gas, and by the middle of Jan- 
uary, it will announce the 
name of the company that will 
cany out the estimated $5 
million project, which is being 
financed by the U.N. and the 
governments of Denmark and 
- Jordan, according to Hadid. 




HJRH Princess Basma meets Tuesday with Fawaz Fokeladeh, director of the UNDP’s Regional Bureau for Arab States, 
who is currently on a tour to the Arab region (Petra photo) 

Princess Basma meets with UNDP official 


AMMAN (Petra ) — Her 
Royal Highness Princess 
Basma on Tuesday met with a 
senior U.N. official responsi- 
ble for development projects 
in the Arab World and 
expressed Jordan's interest in 
enhancing cooperation 
between the Queen Alia Fund 
for Social Development 
(QAF> and the United 
Nations Development Pro- 
gramme. 

Princess Basma, chairper- 
son of the QAF. said she has 


been witnessing with satisfac- 
tion the ongoing progress of 
cooperation between the two 
sides to further socio-eco- 
nomic development in Jor- 
dan. 

Fawaz Fokeladeh, director 
of the UNDP's Regional 
Bureau for Arab States' who 
is now touring the Arab 
region, praised the QAFs 
projects, which he said are 
linked to and helping to meet 
the needs of the local' commu- 
nities. 


Fokeladeh said the UNDP 
will continue close coopera- 
tion in developing joint pro- 
jects. 

UNDP Resident Represen- 
tative Jorgen Ussner and offi- 
cials from other U.N. agen- 
cies attended the meeting at 
the Princess's office. 

Afterwards, Fokeladeh and 
his delegation toured a centre 
entrusted with executing 
small-size projects and anoth- 
er centre run bv the QAF and 
funded by the Canadian 


International Development 
Agency which finances 
income-generating projects. 

The U.N. official was 
briefed by Amr Bakeer, QAF 
projects director, about the 
projects' objectives of finding 
jobs for the needy and unem- 
ployed. 

The delegation also inspect- 
ed the Sahab centre for social 
development and received 
briefings on the activities of 
its kindergarten and vocation- 
al training units. 


Air France in negotiations to fly to 
Jordan through Israeli airspace 

‘No immediate plans for flights to Gaza airport’ 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — Air France on 
Tuesday said it will not operate 
commercial flights to the new 
Gaza International Airport in 
1999 bur did not rule out such 
flights in the future. 

According to Air France 
Middle East General Manager 
Franck Thiebaut, any decision 
to fly to Gaza will depend 
largely on political develop- 
ments in the region. 

ThiebauL who was speaking 
at a press conference, said the 
French airline is negotiating 
with authorities in Tel Aviv and 
Amman to allow' Air France 


aircraft to use Israeli air space 
during flights to Jordan. 

The official said that no 
agreement has been reached 
with the Israeli side, but 
stressed (liar such an accord is 
expected to be finalised soon. 

He added that using Israeli 
airspace will cut flight time 
from Paris to Amman by 20 
minutes. 

Thiebaut said Air France, 
which will be privatised next 
yea r, earned a net profit of 1.3 
billion francs (around $235 
million) in the first half of the 
firm’s fiscal calendar for 1998, 
April to September, as a result 
of cost-cutting measures and an 


increase in sales. 

Air France Regional Manag- 
er for Jordan, the West Bank 
and Iraq Jean-Jacques 
Ledauphin said the French 
national earner is considering 
increasing its flights to and 
from Jordan by the year 2000. 

Ledauphin said increasing 
the number of flights would 
satisfy- the “high demand" by- 
French tourists planning to visit 
Jordan. 

Last April, the French-flag 
carrier began operating four 
non-stop flights from Amman 
to Paris, replacing the flights 
that used to connect through 
Damascus. The new route led 


to a 32 percent increase in rev- 
enues in I99S compared to the 
previous year. 

Air France figures showed 
that it has carried 30.000 pas- 
sengers to and from Amman so 
far this year, compared to 
13,000 during the same period 
of 1997, a 120 per cent 
increase. 

The company, which main- 
tains an alliance with two 
American airlines. Delia and 
Continental has also increased 
the number of passengers trav- 
elling between Amman and the 
United States by 220 per cent 
through Paris' Charles de 
Gaulle Airport Ledauphin said 


‘Prosecutor to ask for lifting of deputy’s immunity’ 


By a Staff Reporter 

.AMMAN — The Jordan News 
Agency. Perm. Tuesday said the 
prosecutor general at the Crimi- 
nal Court has sent a letter to 
Lower House Speaker Abdul 
Hadi Majali asking (he House to 
lift the immunity of Cteputy 
Ahmad Owcidi Abbadi. 

Informed sources told the Jor- 
dan Times yesterday that Abbadi 


would be facing the charge of 
sexual assault 

However, sources close to 
Majali denied lhai ihc speaker 
had received a request from the 
prosecutor. 

The Constitution stipulates that 
"senators and deputies cannot be 
detained or prosecuted while Par- 
liament is in session unless an 
absolute majority of the chamber 
to which the deputy or senator 


belongs finds enough evidence to 
detain or prosecute the member.” 

Abbadi. famous for his fiery 
speeches at Parliament, stirred a 
controversy last year during the 
budget debate when he attacked 
several ministers and the General 
Intelligence Department as well 
as other institutions. 

One deputy stud yesterday that 
although Abbadi is not very pop- 
ular among his colleagues, he did 


not believe the House would vote 
to lift his immunity. 

“There Is a widespread belief 
among deputies that the case 
should be pursued after the end of 
this session.” he said 

Other sources, however, told 
the Jordan Times that the 21- 
yeur-old woman involved in the 
case had an affair with Abbadi. 
who allegedly had promised to 
marry tier. 


RSS demonstrates Arabic module of language project 


.AMMAN (J.T.) — A team from the 
Computer Technology, Training and 
Industrial Studies Centre at the Royal 
Scientific Society (RSS) has demonstrat- 
ed die Arabic module of the Universal 
Networking Language (UNL) project at 
United Nations headquarters, the RSS 
said Tuesday. 

The UNL is an electronic language 
that enables people who speak different 
native tong moss to communicate with 
each other. Consisting of three interlined 
computer software programmes, each of 

which is in the network of the World 


Wide Web, UNL will be accessible to 
any Internet user and compatible with 
standard network servers. 

Text, written in a range of languages, 
may be convened into UNL (enconven- 
ed) and just as easily. UNL text may be 
converted into native languages (decon- 
vertedl. Unlike traditional language con- 
version methods. UNL avoids language 
analysis by utilising the common plat- 
form provided by the Internet, according 
to a press release issued by the RSS. 

The aim of the UNL project is to elim- 
inate language barriers by creating a 


medium for information exchange that 
permits communication in users’ native 
languages, it said This project was 
launched in April 1996 by the United 
Nations University/Institute of 
Advanced Studies (UNU/IAS). 

The initial phase of the project ( 1996- 
98) involved developing modules to con- 
vert 16 languages into UNL. These 
include the slx official languages of the 
United Nations ( Arabic, Chinese, Eng- 
lish. French, Russian, and Spanish), in 
addition to 10 other widely-spoken lan- 
guages (German, Hindi, Italian. Indone- 


sian. Japanese, Latvian, Mongol Por- 
tuguese. Swahili, and Thai /. Zn its second 
phase ( 1999-2005), the project will seek 
to further extend UNL accessibility. 

The RSS-developed Arabic module of 
the UNL project is one of the most 
advanced modules developed. Its main 
components are the Deconverter; Encorv- 
verter and the Electronic Dictionary. 

The UNL project will have many pos- 
itive impacts across the Arab World. It is 
the first project to involve Arabic on this 
scale, said the statement. 


‘Legal action on IPC 
pipelines case unlikely 


By Caroline Faraj 

AMMAN — After more than 
six weeks of in-depth investi- 
gations, informed sources yes- 
terday said legal action con- 
cerning the Iraqi Petroleum 
Company pipelines sale 
seemed unlikely since there 
was no evidence of embezzle- 
ment or corruption but rather 
an ■■unintentional'' flaw- in bid 
procedures. 

“In the final report of the 
official investigation commit- 
tee thai was submined recently 
to the government, and will be 
reviewed [Wednesday] by Par- 
liament, there was no evidence 
of embezzlement in the IPC 
pipelines case.” the sources 
told the Jordan Times on Tues- 
day. 

“However, the outcome of 
today's meeting between Min- 
ister of Water and Energy Hani 
Mulki and the Lower House 
Energy and Natural Resources 
Committee Is veiy important 
for the fate of the IPC case,” 
said one source. 

On Nov.. 21. the government 
halted all procedures related to 
the sale of 50 kilometres of 1 2- 
inch pipelines and 60 kilome- 
tres of 16-inch pipelines which 
formed part of a disused 
pipeline from Iraq to Haifa, 
and ordered that work on 
removina the segments be 


stopped. 

Last week, the heads of two 
committees appointed by the 
government on Nov. 22 to 
investigate the IPC case and 
representatives of the Audit 
Bureau concluded their joint 
assessment of the pipelines 
deal and submitted the final 
report to Mulki. 

The source, however, said 
the final report included details 
about the legality and the value 
of the bid as well as the possi- 
ble uses of the pipelines. 

"It is now clear that the sale 
of the pipelines was worth up 
to JDI.5 million, and in any 
case definitely more than the 
JD250.00C) which the contrac- 
tor had paid tor the pipeline," 
said the source. 

The investigation commit- 
tee discovered a flaw in the bid 
procedures, but no evidence of 
any embezzlement,'' the 
source said 

The bidding committee did 
not adhere to the procedures 
followed in such cases, the 
report concluded. 

"It seems that the bidding 
committee closed the tender to 
the public before the dead- 
line.” said the source. 

As for the present condition 
of the IPC pipelines, the 
source added “the field inves- 
tigations showed that about 50 
per cent of the 12-inch 


pipelines and 25 percent of the 
16-inch pipelines were worn 
out” 

But be said the technic d 
investigation committee 
reached the conclusion that the 
present condition of the 
pipelines does not allow fiv 
their use in either water or oii 
projects. 

The government issued 
instructions to store all CPC 
pipelines at the Aqaba Region 
Authority pending the conclu- 
sion of the investigation. 
Mulki also sent two lega : 
memoranda to Akram Amin 
Abu Amr. who won the bid or. 
July 20, telling him to stop 
work immediately as he w:;*. 
violating the deal by taking 
parts of another pipeline ih.:i 
were not included in the offi- 
cial bid. 

The pipeline, linking lraqV. 
northern city' of Kirkuk with 
the Mediterranean city' of 
Haifa via Jordan, was totally 
shut down after the 1948 war 
that led to Israel’s creation. 

It was initially built by l 
B ritish company in the early 
1930s for the Iraqi Petroleum 
Company. 

In a minor Joidaiuun-Iraqi 
border demarcation in die 
early I9S0s. Amman \\u> 
eventually given additional 
parts of the pipeline which 
passed d trough the new areas. 


Deputies ask for explanation 
of bakeries’ alleged use 
of suspect substance 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Several 
deputies are asking the gov- 
ernment to explain why some 
bakeries are allegedly using 
additives believed to be car^ 
cinogenic in their products. 
Deputy Mohammad Bani 
Hani said Tuesday. 

“We have to investigate the. 
issue and listen to the govern- 
ment's explanation, and then 
if it's proven that such viola- 
tions have occurred, we will 
call on the government to take 
the necessary measures ” said 
Bani Hani, a member of the 
Lower House Health Com- 
mittee. 

But an official from the 
Ministry of Industry and 
Trade told the Jordan Times 
that no bakeries in the King- 
dom were using such ingredi- 
ents, which contain sodium 
bromide, 3 substance banned 
by the Ministry of Industry 
and Trade from use in com- 
mercial baking. 

Three bakeries, located out- 
side the capital, were closed 
eight months ago for using the 
substance, said one official 
from the Quality Control 


Department at the ministry 
who requested anonymity. 
The discoveries were made 
during spot checks of bakeries 
by the Ministry of Industry 
and Trade. 

The ministry official added 
that bakery owners used the 
material out of ignorance. 
“They did not know it causes 
cancer. The material is flam- 
mable and could blow the 
whole bakery shop." he 
added. 

Another deputy played 
down the issue, which was 
raised earlier this week by one 
local newspaper in a report 
about the government shutting 
down the three bakeries. 

“Nobody knows for sure 
whether the substance causes 
cancer. I believe the issue was 
raised to tarnish Jordan’s rep- 
utation and cause panic 
among Jordanians” said 
Ghazi Obeidat, a member of 
the Lower House’s Health 
Committee and an oncologist 

Abdul Rahim Maihas, a for- 
mer health minister, said gov- 
ernment measures to stem 
such violations are not strict 


enough. 'The penalties should 
be increased- and there should 
be more regular inspections of 
bakeries across the country" 
he added. 

According to the law, bak- 
ery owners' can receive sen- 
tences of up to three months in 
prison and fines up (. * 
JD5.0Q0. for using illegal 
additives. The law also stipu- 
lates that bakeries using sodi- 
um bromide substances will 
be closed indefinitely until the 
bakery owner complies with 
the law. said the ministry offi- 
cial. 

Officials from the Health 
Ministry and the Ministry of 
Industry' and Trade told the 
Jordan Times that the two 
ministries conduct regular 
random inspections at least 
every week in bakeries across 
the Kingdom. 

‘The Ministry of Health 
takes samples of the raw 
dough as well as the baked 
bread and conducts tests on 
them to make sure the prod- 
ucts are suitable for human 
consumption." said one offi- 
cial. 


Bail refused for former 
tobacco company official 
accused of embezzlement 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Court 
of First Instance has refused to 
release the former chairman 
and director of the Jordan 
Tobacco and Cigarettes Com- 
pany cm bail his lawyer said 
Tuesday. 

'Ali Farid Sa'd [the former 
director and one of the biggest 
shareholders in the tobacco 
company] was arrested for 
questioning, and no charges 
have been pressed against ton 
yet,” Soldi Jeirudi added. 

Sa’d and 12 other employees 
of the debt-ridden company 


were arrested earlier this week 
in connection with the alleged 
embezzlement of JD15 million 
of the company's funds. The 
prosecutor general ordered that 
the suspects be held in custody 
for 14 days at Juweideh prison. 

According to Fathallah 
Emrani, vice president of the 
Jordan Trade Union and a 
member of the company's 
board of directors, the alleged 
fraud was discovered by an 
auditor appointed by the new 
management to verify the com- 
pany’s records. 


The tobacco company's crisis 
started after the Arab Bank filed 
a lawsuit against the manufac- 
turer for defaulting on JD5.5 
million loaa 

The Ministry of Industry and 
Trade dissolved the company's 
board of directors and appoint- 
ed a special committee, com- 
prising representatives of the 
private and public sectors, to 
manage the troubled company. 

According to the company's 
records, the 67-vear-o!d firms 
indebtedness to local banks 
was around JD22 million. 


WHAT'S GUING ON 


FILMS 

* “A meeting with Iraqi arris Ismail Fanah by artcim 
Kifih Habib" aiDana Al Funun. Jaba! Wtihfch on Thure- 
day Dec. 17 ar 5:30 pJiL 

* '*JingteAn the Way” at American Center. Abdoun 

Thursday Dee. 1 7 at 5:00 pan. ... . 

* “Qriklren’s film ‘The Adventure of Pinocdnn at 

6ntish Council Jabal Amman at 5:00 P-n ? - 

CHRISTMAS C£LEBRAXI°N 

* Christmas retebrarion with theaincaJ j^rtemLince. 

JnstiiiBD Cbvantes. Jatei Amman ar 6:00 p.m. 
461085S). . 

EUROPEAN FILM FESTIVAL 

* Netherlands film “KarJaer’ at 540 p-m- 

* Swedish film l^ssigcraren" nt £00 P -tTI (to 
w*niutsdayDaxl7at5:OOpjn.J 

* Al! Sims, with subtitles in English. ** screened 

the Royal Culimal Chn fte. 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Exhibition of Nabataean silver jewelry at the Jcntm 
Design and TraJe Cenre. offWdtfi Saqra Street until Dec. 3 1 
(Tel. 50N14ICL 

* Display of pat tes> marking the anniversary uT the 
Iniemanonal Declaration of Human Rights at the Greater 
Amman Municipality city hall Ras Al 'Ain, until Dx\ 17. 

'’"The Warm Winter ' — works by several artists at Orlali 
.An Gallery. Urn Uthano (Tel. 5526032). until Feb. I . 

* Photography exhibition 'Empretnies" (a photography 
trip from Morocco to Turkey) al the Bench Cultural Centre, 
jahai Amman, until Dee. 17. 

* The Tenth Anniversary Exhibition of Contemporary 
Arab Artists at Darat AI Funun. Jabal Wdbdeh {Tel. 
4643251C. until Jaa 28. 

* Ptwtography exhibition entitled "Windows and Doors” 
by Hani Hourani at Baladna Art Gallery, Gardens Sired (TeL 
553759SJ. until Dec 1 8. 


Ministry takes measures against parasites’ entry into Jordan 


By Ahmad Khatfb 

AMMAN — The Ministry of Agricul- 
ture is taking measures dong Jordan's 
border with Iraq to spare the Kingdom's 
animals from a deadly parasite. 

According to the head of the ministry's 
Veterinary Department Assad Abu 
Ragheb. Jordan Is studying how to pre- 
vent a possible infestation of the screw- 
worm fly. which hit Iraq in 1996. 

Abu Ragheb told the Jordan Times 
yesterday that the Kingdom is still free 
of the parasite but thai if it became estab- 
lished in the country, it could cosi the 
nation dearly by kilting livestock, poul- 
try, ranin e felines and other mammals. 

Abu Ragheb said several monitoring. 


medical and public awareness teams 
have been formed and dispatched 
around the country to help prevent the 
entry of the worm from Iraq and to 
advise farmers, breeders and other citi- 
zens of the signs of possible infestation 
in their animals. 

The defensive plans include setting 
traps for the worms as well as the con- 
struction of trenches and sand walls on 
the northeastern border to combat ani- 
mal smuggling. Imported livestock will 
also be more closely examined and 
monitored, Abu Ragheb said. 

Similar activities to combat the worm 
are being conducted by Syria and Iraq. 
According to the Iraqi \feterinaiy Gener- 
al Department. Iraq has reported 60,000 


cases of screwwonn fly disease affecting 
hens, sheep, goats, cows, horses, dogs 
and cats across the country’s 13 districts. 

There are two species of screwwonn 
fly: the Old World (Chrysomya 
bezziana) and the New World 
(Cochliomyia hominivorax) species. 
The flies are parasites affecting warm- 
blooded animals and are screw shaped 
and ringed with small threads. 

They feed on live meat, causing large 
gaping wounds which may lead to dra- 
matic loss of condition and even death of 
livestock, humans and living tissues. 

Each female fly deposits about 200- 
400 eggs near an open wound. The lar- 
vae burrow into the tissue, drop to the 
ground when mature, and pupaie before 


emerging as adults. 

Sterilisation of male flies has been 
used in attempts to control screwwomis. 

The Old World screwwonn fly is 
found throughout much of Africa, the 
Indian subcontinent Southeast Asia, and 
Papua-New Guinea. The New World 
screwworm fly is found in tropical and 
sub-tropical areas of Central and South 
America. It has been eliminated from the 
U.S. and most of Mexico. 

in areas of the world where screw- 
worm fly exists, every husbandry 1 prac- 
tice associated with wounds, including 
castration and dehorning, must be 
accompanied by inspection of those 
wounds to ensure the fly does not 
become established, experts said. 




4 World News 


* 

Thai Airways defends 
itself over crash 


BANGKOK (R) — Thai 
Airways said Tuesday the 
jet that crashed in southern 
Thailand last week killing 
101 people was in good 
condition and its pilots had 
followed normal safety pro- 
cedures. 

Dressed in mourning 
black, Thai Airways 
international president 
Tharanoon Wan glee said 
the Airbus A3 10-200, 
which went down in a dri- 
ving rain storm Friday 
night with 146 passengers 
and crew on board, had a 
complete overhaul in July. 

“We regret terribly what 
happened and are waiting 
for the result of the investi- 
gation. But an initial probe 
has indicated that our pilots 
followed safety guidelines 
and the plane was in good 
condition." Thamnoon told 
a news conference. 

“Thai (Airways) will 
maintain its policy of not 
compromising when it 
comes to safety." he added. 

Hundreds of police, sol- 
diers and local volunteers 
continued Tuesday to 
recover the mangled 
remains of the Airbus from 
the swamp into which it 
plunged. 

Flight TG 261 was mak- 
ing its third attempt to land 
at Surat Thani Airport, a 
jumping-off point for trav- 
el lers to the popular island 
resort of Koh Samui, when 
it hit the ground and caught 
fire. 

Forty-five people, includ- 
ing three crew and 12 of the 
25 foreigners on board, sur- 
vived the accident after 
crawling or being dragged 
from the burning wreckage. 


Officials said the frag- 
ments of the aircraft would 
be painstakingly reassem- 
bled in an aircraft hanger in 
Surat Thani to aid in an 
investigation of the crash. 

Thamnoon said the 
Airbus was built in 1986 
and required a full overhaul 
every five years and a 
check every 15 months. 

“The plane received its 
third overhaul, or D3 
check, between April 27 
and July 22, 1998. The last 
regular check, or C3 check, 
was conducted from Dec. 
15 to Jan. 7 this year." he 
said. 

Thamnoon said weather 
conditions in Surat Thani 
when the Airbus left 
Bangkok Friday were good 
and the forecast called for 
visibility of about seven 
km, with rain clouds at a 
height of 549 metres and 
3.355 metres. 

Accident investigators 
said Monday a key landing 
aid. the Instrument Landing 
System (ILS). which helps 
pilots land in bad weather, 
had been removed from 
Surat Thani airport six 
months ago while the run- 
way was being expanded. 

The airport had been 
using radio communica- 
tions to assist landings in 
the interim but that system 
requires better visibility to 
be effective. 

Survivors said the pilot 
had complained that visibil- 
ity was poor and had made 
three separate attempts to 
land. 

Saard Sattrasom. execu- 
tive vice president of Thai 
Airways, said several land- 
ing attempts were permissi- 


ble under international 
standards. 

“More than two 
approaches can be made, 
but only if there is an indi- 
cation that the conditions 
have considerably 

improved, giving greater 
probability of a successful 
landing." he said. 

“But whether or not the 
pilot saw a chance of a suc- 
cessful landing or why he 
made a decision for the 
third approach, we won't be 
able to find out until the 
cockpit voice recorder and 
flight data recorder are 
decoded,” he said. 

Thai officials said 
Monday the “black boxes”, 
which have been recovered, 
would be sent to Canada or 
the Netherlands for decod- 
ing- 

Thai Airways executives 
said the company had a 
fairly good safety record 
with only two fatal acci- 
dents. In July 1992. a Thai 
Airways Airbus A3 10-300 
crashed into a Himalayan 
ridge attempting to land at 
Kathmandu. Nepal. 

Another company. Thai 
Airways Co, with which 
Thai Airways International 
merged in 1988, had three 
fataT crashes on Thai 
domestic routes in the 
1980s. 

Thamnoon denied a local 
media report that the com- 
pany would not pay 
$100,000 to relatives of the 
dead as it had promised. 

“We stand by our earlier 
statement. Thai Airways 
International will pay rela- 
tives of those who died in 
the crash at least $100,000 
in compensation,” he said. 


Congolese rebels say they killed 
2 Zimbabwean commanders 


KIGALI, Rwanda (AP) — 
Congolese rebels and their 
Rwandan allies Tuesday 
said they had dealt a major 
blow to government efforts 
to recapture southeastern 
Congo when they killed two 
senior Zimbabwean com- 
manders and captured a 
gunnery sergeant. 

State-run Radio Rwanda 
said Zimbabwe, the main 
ally of Congolese President 
Laurent Kabila, lost opera- 
tions commander Col. Kufa 
and squadron commander 
Lt. Col. Herbert Funi Fudler 
when Congolese govern- 
ment forces and their allies 
Monday tried to retake 
Kabalo. a rebel-held Congo 
River port, 1.000 kilometres 
southeast of the capital. 
Kinshasa. 

A Zimbabwean gunner 
identified as Sgt. Edison 
was taken prisoner, the 
radio said. The colonel and 
sergeant were identified by 
only one name. 

The radio said two heli- 
copter gunships and tanks 
were destroyed during a 
five-hour government 
assault across the Nzofu 
Bridge. which guards 
entrance to Kabalo, 14 kilo- 
metres from the town. 

Monday, rebel leader 
Emest Wamba dia Wamba f - 
said one Zimbabwean MiG- 
21 Fighter jet and' a heli- 
copter gunship had been 
downed. He later changed 
this to two helicopters 
destroyed. 

There was no independent 
confirmation of the rebel 
claims. 

In Zimbabwe, military 
officials reported loosing 
one helicopter gunship and 
an unspecified number of 


troops in fighting for 
Kabalo, a staging point for 
the rebel advance into min- 
eral-rich Katanga Province 
and the diamond centre of 
Mbuji-Mayi in neighbour- 
ing Eastern Kasai Province. 

The rebel coalition of eth- 
nic Congolese Tutsis, disaf- 
fected soldiers and opposi- 
tion politicians took up 
arras Aug. 2 against Kabila, 
accusing him of misrule, 
corruption and ethnic war- 
mongering. 

Zimbabwe, Angola, 
Namibia and Chad have 
sent troops and arms to sup- 
port Kabila. So far. their 
counteroffensive has 

slowed down but not 
stopped the rebels, who are 
backed by Rwanda and 
Uganda. 

International efforts to 
broker a cease-fire have 
failed over Kabila's persis- 
tent refusal to negotiate 
directly with the rebels, 
whom he accuses of being 
the puppets of Rwanda and 
Uganda. 

Tuesday. Rwandan offi- 
cials said they will partici- 
pate in another round of 
talks on the Congo situation 
sponsored by the 
Organisation of African 
Unity Thursday and Friday 
in Ouagadougou. Burkina 
Faso, but said they expected 
no results. 

It was not clear whether 
rebel representatives have 
been invited. 

In an apparent lead-in to 
Che Ouagadougou meeting. 
Congolese Ambassador 
Kyungu Wa-Ku Mwanza 
told reporters in Nairobi. 
Kenya Tuesday that the 
rebels were nothing more 
than a front for a Rwandan 


Tutsi plan to take over cen- 
tral and eastern Africa. 

‘The Tutsis believe that, 
like Hitler’s dream in 1940, 
they can dominate Central 
and East Africa. They are 
encouraged by the 
Americans," he said. “The 
Congolese people are not 
stupid ... there is already an 
anti-American feeling in 
Congo." 

Tutsis are a minority in 
Rwanda but control the 
government and the army 
since Tutsi rebels overthrew 
the majority Hutu govern- 
ment in July 1994, putting 
an end to the govemraeat- 
orchestrated slaughter of 
more than half a million 
Tutsis. 

Rwanda and Uganda say 
they are backing the rebels 
to protect their western bor- 
der areas from attacks by 
Rwandan and Ugandan 
rebels allowed by Kabila to 
set up bases inside eastern 
Congo. 

Meanwhile. Angolan 
troops who helped fend off 
Congolese rebel attacks on 
Kinshasa in August were 
continuing to withdraw 
from the Atlantic airbase at 
Kitona and from Mbuji- 
Mayi, said Rwandan 
sources, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

The pullout of at least 
1.000 Angolans was appar- 
ently in response to attacks 
by UNTTA rebels on the 
government-held towns of 
Cuito and Huambo in the 
central Angolan highlands. 

The redeployment of 
Angolan troops to the home 
front could seriously under- 
mine Kinshasa's efforts to 
keep up the pressure on the 
Congolese rebels. 


Giant salamanders 
stolen from Chinese zoo 


BEIJING (AFP) — Sixteen 
giant salamanders have 
been stolen from a Chinese 
zoo. possibly by individuals 
crying to keep up with the 
“fashion of keeping pets.” 
Xinhua reported Tuesday. 

An official from the 
Chongqing Zoo in south- 
western China said the sala- 
manders, which are protect- 
ed by the state, live in warm 


water and expressed con- 
cerns about their chances of 
survival in the chilly 
Chongqing winter. 

Law enforcement officials 
claimed the thieves, who 
left only one salamander 
behind, scaled a two metre 
high wall around the sala- 
mander hall and pried open 
the gate. 

The report said eight cases 


of theft of rare birds and 
animals have occurred at 
the zoo this year and quoted 
analysts as saying the trend 
was related to “local peo- 
ple's taste for wild animals 
and Lhe fashion of keeping 
pets.” 

Police have set up two 
hotlines in hopes of tracking 
down the slippery amphib- 
ians, the report said. 



A policewoman scuffles with a female student outside Jakarta's police headquarters 
during a protest. Hundreds of students, most of them girls, protested for an end to 
sexual harassment and violence (Reuters photo) 

Indonesian police rough up 
women demonstrators 


JAKARTA (AFP) — 
Hundreds of police 
dragged dozens of women 
demonstrators into the 
Jakarta police headquar- 
ters Tuesday as several 
student groups again hit 
the streets, witnesses said. 

Three busloads of 
women students from the 
City Forum (Forkot) had 
just arrived in front of the 
police headquarters when 
hundreds of officers came 
out and dragged the stu- 
dents from their buses and 
into the compound. 

Some of the reporters 
covering the demonstra- 
tion were also hauled in 
before their press identifi- 
cation was checked. 

About 80 women pro- 
testers were still detained 
inside the headquarters an 
hour later. 

“They are not arrested 
but their identities will be 
taken down,” an officer at 
the Jakarta Police infor- 
mation department said, 
declining to elaborate. 

The Jakarta police 
spokesman could not be 


immediately reached for 
comment. 

Under a new law passed 
in October, demonstrators 
are obliged to notify' the 
police three days before 
holding a street protest. It 
was believed that the 
Forkot protesters did not 
report their planned 
demonstration to the 
police. 

Meanwhile, more than 
100 students from the 
Pancasila private univer- 
sity were locked in a 
“singing” standoff with 
police when their march 
towards the national par- 
liament was blocked by a 
thick cordon of police and 
soldiers under an overpass 
some 200 metres away 
from the legislative com- 
pound. 

The students sat on the 
street and sang university 
and patriotic songs. 

But their voices were 
later drowned out by the 
security personnel, who 
along with fresh rein- 
forcements, sang military 
marching songs at the top 


of their lungs, an AFP 
photographer said. 

Six "buses canyine stu- 
dents from the 
Gunadarma private uni- 
versity' were also blocked 
by a phalanx of police and 
troops as they attempted 
to approach the parlia- 
ment from the opposite 
direction. 

Their buses were halted 
on the tollway in front of 
the parliament, separated 
by a high wire fence from 
the road that passes in 
front of the complex. 

The Forkot women stu- 
dents had left the private 
Christian University of 
Indonesia and had intend- 
ed to protest the arrest of 
two of their colleagues 
last week on suspicion of 
abducting a police intelli- 
gence officer during a 
demonstration not far 
from the headquarters. 

They had also said they 
planned to continue their 
protest at the national par- 
liament, some 400 metres 
further down the same 
road. 


Guatemalan Nobel 
winner’s story challenged 


NEW YORK (AP) — A 
new book by an 
American anthropolo- 
gist claims key details 
of an autobiography 
written by Rigoberta 
Menchu, the 1992 
Nobel Peace Prize win- 
ner, are untrue. The 
New York Times 
reported Tuesday. 

“I, Rigoberta 

Menchu,” first pub- 
lished in 1983, describes 
the author’s painful 
history growing up as 
an uneducated and 
oppressed member of 
the Quiche people in 
Guatemala. 

Menchu became an 
internationally 
acclaimed spokes- 
woman for the rights of 
indigenous peoples, 
based largely on the 
best-selling account. 

But anthropologist 
David Stoll concludes 
that Menchu's book 
“cannot be the eyewit- 
ness account it purports 


to be” because she 
repeatedly describes 
“experiences she never 
had herself.” 

Stoll's book, 

'Rigoberta Menchu 
and the Story of All 
Poor Guatemalans,” is 
based on archival 
research and nearly a 
decade of interviews 
with more than 120 
people, the newspaper 
said. 

In September, 

Menchu refused to 
address Stoll's criti- 
cisms. dismissing them 
as part of a racist polit- 
ical agenda intended to 
gain publicity. 

A reporter from the 
Times, using contacts 
provided by Stoll as 
well as others found 
independently, also con- 
ducted interviews in 
Guatemala that contra- 
dicted Menchu’s 
account, the newspaper 
said. 

Some of Menchu’s rel- 


atives. neighbours, 
friends and former 
classmates said main 
episodes of her book 
had been fabricated or 
exaggerated. 

A land dispute, cen- 
tral to the book, was a 
family quarrel, they 
said, not a fight against 
rich landowners of 
European descent. A 
younger brother who 
Menchu said starved to 
death never existed, 
they said. And Menchu, 
who claimed she never 
went to school, attended 
two private boarding 
schools on scholarships, 
they said. 

Geir Lundestad, 
director of the 
Norwegian Nobel 
Institute, told the Times 
that he was aware of 
Stoll's work, but "there 
is no question of revok- 
ing the prize.” He said 
the award was not 
based exclusively on the 
book. 
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Holbrooke returns to 


I PRISTINA. Yugoslavia (AFP) — O.S. 
i bleshoorer Richard Holbrooke arrived baeTiKsdav-^ 

: fresh violence threatened the ceasefire in KosoVoS? 

* brokered in October. Holbrooke arrived 
| ital around 11:30 a.m. (1030 GMT}, a 
! AFP. He was to go later in the day to Bdgrad£f^£ 
i with Yugoslav President Slobodan 
j Holbrooke's snap visit comes amid a dramatic Bpsorne in 
'■ violence in Kosovo, a Serbian province wherea^ls^ 
fighting for independence for its ethnic Albaniaikn^on. 

] ty. At least 30 members of the Kosovo Ubei^gAtinb 
| (KLA) were killed Monday by border 
I tried to cross into Kosovo from Albania 
i night, Serbian officials said. Later 'Mond^y^bF^)>s 
I were killed when a masked gunman sprayed atHo:aac 
! gunfire inside a cafe in the western Kosovo 
1 Serbian sources and international ceasefire^a^Qjj 
j said. Holbrooke, President Bill Clinton's nominee as the 
! next U.S. ambassador to the United Nations; brofe^ a 
j ceasefire in October that ended eight months ptfigjaing 
between Serbian security forces and KLA gudr^a^V- . 

I . 

Alatas says reports of heart/atteciic 

exaggerated 

HANOI (AP) — Indonesian Foreign Minister AtiAtoK 
said Tuesday that reports he had suffered, a heart attack 
were exaggerated. Alatas was hospitalised bveringlu 
Sunday while attending meetings in advance of- the 
Association of South East Asian Nations summit^The 
hospitalisation sparked rumours that Alatas,- who basthad 
heart bypass surgery in the past, had sufferecLa- heart 
attack. : *That was a "bit exaggerated." Alatas said as he 
emerged from the first day of summit talks, looking a hit 
pale but otherwise healthy. “I was going for a checkup 
and everything is fine. Thank God." Indonesian officials 
earlier said that Alatas was feeling tired when he was 
admitted Sunday to Vietnam International Hospital. He 
was released the next morning. •'? 

Sri Lanka appoints new military chief 

COLOMBO (AP) — A general who commanded the Sri 
Lankan troops in the recent bloody offensive to captures 
strategic highway was Tuesday named the new army 
chief. Lt. Gen. Srilal Weerasooriya, 52, will succeed- Ll 
Gen. Rohan Daluwatte Wednesday, said a statement by 
the information department of the govenmepL 
Daluwatte is retiring from service. Weerasootiya-s 
appointment comes two weeks after the govenunenl 
called off the 19-month-old offensive that failed to cap- 
ture the highway in the northern war zone. The bloodiest 
offensive in recent years cost 6,000 lives. The govern- 
ment troops wrested control from the rebels of a 404010- 
metre stretch of the 70-kilometre highway, the only land 
route linking government-controlled Jaffna Peninsula 
with the mainland. The military admitted losing inore 
than 2,500 soldiers in "Operation Certain Victory” which 
started on May 13, 1997. The government claimed to 
have killed at least 3,500 guerrillas fighting for an inde- 
pendent homeland for minority Tamils. Government 
forces wrested Jaffna, the Tamil heartland, froitf fee 
rebels in May 1996. but they have been using the air 
force and the navy to carry supplies for 500.000 Tamil 
residents. Repeated attacks by the Tamil guerrillas 
caused heavy military casualties and brought the fighting 
to a standstill. The minority Tamils say they are widely 
discriminated in education and jobs by the majority 
Sinhalese, who control 1 the government and military 
More than 56,000 people have been killed in the war 
since 1983. 

Cambodian hostages released, 
after eight-day ordeal 

SYDNEY (AFP'i — Three aid workers kidnapped in 
northwestern Cambodia eight days ago were released 
Tuesday, aid agency CARE Australia said. The 
Cambodian CARE employees were in reasonable health, 
although in shock, said CARE Cambodia director Neil 
Hawkins in a statement received here. ”1 believe our staff 
were only released as a result of intense pressure brought 
to bear by the Cambodian government.” he added. CARE 
chief executive Charles Trapp said no ransom money was 
paid “We have tried to keep details of the abduction as 
low key as possible over recent days so as not to jeopar- 
dise negotiations,” he said. “The safety of our staff has 
been our top priority." The health workers, two women 
and a man, were seized while doing their rounds in 
remote villages in Banteay Meanchey province on Dec. 

7. Officials said they were kidnapped by guerrillas from 
the fragmented Khmer Rouge rebel movement - , 

Bomb explodes 
in minister’s house in Nepal 

KATHMANDU, Nepal (AP) — A bomb exploded 
Tuesday at the house of a government minister repre- 
senting an area tom by Maoist insurgency, but no one 
was injured police said. Land Reforms Minister 
Chrranjivj Wagle was not at home when the bomb 
exploded, knocking down the boundary wall and shatter? 
ing windows. Police said the bomb was detonated by a 
timing device. No one immediately claimed responsibil- 
ity for the blast. Police have circulated a sketch of a 
youth seen in the area Monday nighL Wagle was elected 
from Gorkha. a district hit by a three-year-old Maoist 
insurgency that has claimed nearly 400 lives. The rebels 
oppose Nepal s constitutional monarchy and want Nepal 
to be turned into a republic state. 

6 dead from cold in Moscow over 
the weekend 

MOSCOW (AP) — Six people died of hypothermia over 
tne weekend in Moscow, as temperatures dipped .to 
minus 15 Celsius, a news report said Tuesday. The most 
recent deaths brought the total number of people killed 
from the cold this winter in Moscow to 57, according to 
tne Interfax news agency. Homeless people make up the 
majority of those who freeze to death from the cold to 
■ ° w W ' e ^ er fall asleep or pass out from drink’ 

mg before finding shelter, officials say. 

16 killed in Nepal bus accident 

KATHMANDU, Nepal ( AP) — A bus rolled off a high- 
,n a mountainous eastern Nepal region Tuesday. 

^J 81 16 passengers, police said. Sixty passen- 
r^i, aboar< ? ^ bus when rolled off ** highway 
bU £ g VIUa S e ’ 260 kilometres southeast d 
, du ' Ne Pal's capital. The bus plunged aboutJ50 
Jketchy d ° Wn lhe mountain ' Details of the accident were 
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World News 

Bosnia peace 
meeting on 
refugees opens 


MADRID (AFP) — An 
international conference on 
Bosnia- Herzegovina opened 
here Tuesday to discuss the 
reaim of refugees, post-war 
reconstruction and the future 
of the disputed Serb-held 
town of Brcko. 

. The two-day meeting — 
the fourth annual conference 
on implementing the Dayton 
peace agreement — gathers 
43 countries and 13 interna- 
tional organisations, includ- 
ing the international commu- 
nity’s civilian High 
Representative Carlos 
Westendorp and NATO 
Secretary General Javier 
Solana. 

The participants will, 
behind closed doors, review 
the progress made since the 
signing of the Dayton accord 
in November 1995, which 
ended three years of war in 
the former Yugoslav repub- 
lic. 

Westendorp said Friday 
that returning the refugees to 
their homes should be a pri- 
ority in 1999, as little 
progress had been made this 
year. 

According to international 
organisations. 1.2 million 
Bosnians who fled to escape 
the 1992-95 fighting between 
Croat, Muslim and Serb 
forces are still abroad. 


Only half a million have 
returned since the war ended, 
100,000 of them this year, 
less than half the planned 
number. 

Just 30,000 have returned 
to their homes in areas con- 
trolled by a different ethnic 
group. 

Westendorp hopes the fig- 
ure for returns will double, or 
even triple, next year. 

Wednesday, the conference 
will discuss the role of the 
police, security issues, recon- 
struction and political 
reforms. 

Also on the agenda will be 
the disputed town of Brcko. 
taken over by the Serbs at the 
start of the conflict The town 
is currently under Serbian 
administration with interna- 
tional supervision, pending a 
ruling expected early next 
year. 

On the economic front the 
international community 
hopes gradually to reduce its 
financing of the country and 
encourage self-sufficiency. 

At the last such meeting in 
Bonn a year ago, Westendorp 
was given the authority to get 
rid of officials opposed to the 
peace process and to impose 
laws on all communities 
there. 



NATO's Secretary-General Javier Solana (left) greets United Nations High 
Commissioner for the Refugees Sadako Ogata before the start of an international 
conference on Bosnia. More than 50 countries opened talks aimed at shoring up the 
Bosnian peace process, but the meeting was expected to be overshadowed by a fresh 
outbreak of violence in Serbia's troubled Kosovo province < Reuters photo) 


Guinea 
Bissau 
rivals meet 
with Togo, 
Nigeria 
heads of 
state 


LOME. Togo (AP) — The 
president and the rebel 
leader of Guinea-Bissau 
have agreed on the compo- 
sition of a government of 
national unity. Togolese 
officials said Tuesday. 

President Joao Bernardo 
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of their new government. 

Ail the posts were not 
announced but Mane 
would be made minister of 
defence and security, 
Togolese Foreign Ministry 
officials confirmed. 

Vieira and Mane began 
the talks separately but 
eventually met together, 
the officials said on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

The leaders also dis- 
cussed planning for gener- 
al elections, which are to 
be held in March, and the 
deployment of West 
African peacekeepers t" 
Guinea-Bissau. 

Those peacekeepers will 
replace troops from 
-Senegal and Guinea, 
which sent troops to the 
small West African coun- 
try and former Portuguese 
colony in June to help 
Vieira contain a military 
rebellion lead by Mane. 

About half of Guinea- 
Bissau’s 1 million inhabi- 
tants were displaced by the 
fighting triggered by the 
rebellion that ended in 
November when Vieira 
‘and Mane agreed to cease 
hostilities and form a gov- 
ernment of national unity. 

Both sides have agreed 
that rebel leader Francisco 
Fadul will be the new 
Prime minister. 

Civil war broke out June 
7 when disenchanted colo- 
nial war veterans rebelled 
Against Vieira's allegedly 
irrupt regime. 

Under the peace agree- 
presidential elec- 
tions are to be held by 
March. 


At Anwar’s trial, court 
hears of HIV testing 


KUALA LUMPUR 
(AFP) — Malaysian 
prosecutors hauled a 
queen-sized mattress 
with suspected semen 
stains into rbe courtroom 
Tuesday in a new twist in 
the trial of ousted 
Deputy Premier Anwar 
Ibrahim. 

In another develop- 
ment. a pol ice officer 
admitted Anwar gave his 
consent to be tested for 
HIV after his arrest, but 
he did not give approval 
for DNA testing to see if 
he had fathered an ille- 
gitimate child. 

" As the mattress was 
brought into to the court- 
room, wrapped in brown 
paper and tied with 
string. Anwar turned 
arouDd and smiled at his 
family members. 

Police said they seized 
the mattress from an 
apartment owned by a 
company affiliated with 
Anwar’s tennis partner 
as part of their probe into 
allegations that he had 
sex "with the wife of his 
private secretary and 
fathered her child. 

Prosecutor Azahar 
Mohammad asked senior 
police officer Musa 
Hassan to remove the 
brown paper and 
describe whai he saw. 


Musa, deputy chief of 
the Malaysian’s police 
force's criminal investi- 
gation department, noted 
that the mattress had 
been cut in several 
places. 

"This is the mattress 1 
saw on July 10 with sus- 
pected seminal fluid 
stains. The stains were in 
the places which have 
been cut,” he told the 
court. 

Anwar, fired in early 
September and arrested 
18 days later, is being 
tried on four corruption 
charges related to allega- 
tions that he used his 
position to cover up 
claims of sexual miscon- 
duct. He faces another 
corruption charge and 
five charges of sodomy . 
a criminal offence with a 
maximum penalty of 20 
years. 

During rhe afternoon 
hearing, Musa admitted 
Anwar gave his consent 
for a blood lest while he 
was in police detention. 

"It was taken for a HIV 
test," the police officer 
said. But he added it was 
also “used for other pur- 
poses”. namely a DNA 
test to determine who 
fathered the child of his 
private secretary. 

“He did not give his 


consent for the DNA 
test," he said. 

Musa told the court 
Tuesday that Anwar’s 
blood sample was sent 
for DNA tests last 
Wednesday. 

During cross examina- 
tion of Musa Tuesday, 
defence counsel 

Christopher Fernando 
accused the police of tor- 
turing one of Anwar’s 
acquaintances to fabri- 
cate evidence of sodomy. 

Musa agreed with 
Fernando’s assertion that 
Pakistani biologist and 
Islamic scholar Munawar 
Anees had alleged he 
was "subjected to torture 
and forced to fabricate 
evidence against 

Anwar.” 

Munawar, a former 
speech writer, was arrest- 
ed in early September 
and convicted of sodomy 
with Anwar during a 
brief trial on Sept. 19, a 
day before Anwar was 
arrested. 

He is now serving u 
six-month senience 
along with Anwar's 
adopted brother Sukmu. 
who was convicted on 
similar charges on the 
same day. 

When the defence 
counsel asked the wit- 
ness if it was true ihai 


Munawar said he "never 
had homosexual rela- 
tions with Anwar” judge 
Augustine Paul inter- 
vened. saying such ques- 
tions were an "absolute 
waste of time.” 

Fernando replied the 
defence wanted to show 
that Munawar "was tor- 
tured by police to fabri- 
cate evidence that Anwar 
had sodomised him.” 

Musa eventually 

agreed Munawar had 
made such allegations. 
Fernando then asked the 
witness who pro\ ided 
Munawar with a lawyer 
when he was charged on 
Sept. 19 but Justice Paul 
disallowed the quc-.tii.ui. 

At this point, chict 
defence counsel Raja 
Aziz Addruse stood up in 
explain that the defence 
was trying to prove had 
faith on the part of the 
police. 

But justice Paul said 
such allegations would 
have to be supported by 
affidavits, standing b\ 
his ruling Monday that 
questions relating to 
police brutality would be 
overruled unless they 
were deemed relevant 
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Cambodian dissident 
denies incitement 
accusations 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Cambodian dissident and 
former MP Kem Sokhu 
made a brief court appear- 
ance here Tuesday to deny 
accusations he incited vio- 
lence during street protests 
following disputed July 
elections. 

The former chairman of 
rhe parliamentary human 
rights committee emerged 
from weeks of hiding to 
face a packed courthouse 
and deny he played any 
central role in September's 
turbulent demonstrations 
against strongman Hun 
Sen. 

"I was not the leader of 
the demonstrators at that 
time." Kem Sokhu told 
reporters after the court 
session, held so that state 
prosecutors investigating 
government accusations 
can decide whether to level 
formal charges against him. 

"1 have never committed 


any cri me or i nc i ted 

demonstrators to use v io- 
lence. nor have they proof 
to charge me. 

"Everybody knows that 
the demonstration was 
organised bv the Sam 
Rains y and FUNCINPEC 
parties," he added, refer- 
ring to Hun Sen’s main 
political opponents at the 
time and asserting he was 
present only as an observer. 

Kem Sokhu was formally 
accused by the police and 
interior ministry of inciting 
violence following July's 
elections narrowly won by 
Hun Sen. The protesters 
alleged the polls were 
rigged and called on Hun 
Sen to step down. 

The dissident went into 
hiding when a travel ban 
was imposed on opposition 
officials linked to the 
protests, and his lack of 
parliamentary immunity 
leaves him shuttlina from 


one safe house to another 
while prosecutors decide 
whether to level charges. 

However, insiders say 
under the terms of a coali- 
tion pact between Hun Sen 
and FUNCINPEC chief 
Prince Norodom 

Ranariddh, charges against 
Kem Sokha will not be 
made if he formally 
answers the accusations in 
court. 

Following the court 
appearance Kem Sokha 
said he formally requested 
the accusations be with- 
drawn. and described the 
atmosphere in the court as 
“good.” 

Sam Rainsy- and Prince 
Ranariddh-led protests 
brought the capital to a 
near-standstill in 

September, with running 
battles between police, 
demonstrators and vigi- 
lante mobs claiming at 
least ten lives. 


U.S. warns citizens 
to be cautious in Kenya 


NAIROBI (AFP) — The 
United States has warned its 
citizens to “exercise caution” 
in southeastern Kenya 
between the resort island of 
Lomu and the Somali border, 
the U.S. embassy in Nairobi 
reported Tuesday. 

The announcement said 
that on Nov. 19, armed ban- 
dits specifically targeted 
Americans in an attack on the 
coast north of Lamu. 

"There are no indications at 
this time of a security threat 
to the immediate Lamu 
arex” it said. 

U.S. embassy spokesman 
Chris Scharf told AFP that 
credible wimesses had 
reported that more than a 
dozen gunmen had robbed 
guesLs at a luxury resort on 
the coast on Nov. 19. and 
asked whether any 
Americans were among 
them. 

"There were no Americans 
there.” he said. "They didn’t 
describe what would have 
taken place, but I'm sure it 
would have been unpleas- 
ant." 

The aitaekers were 


described as Somalis, either 
Kenyan citizens of Somali 
ancestry or from across the 
border. Scharf said, adding: 
"We were lucky there were 
no citizens there. The 
Somalis are known for hold- 
ing hostages for ransom.” 

Two employees of the hotel 
were assaulted when they 
tried to resist he said, but the 
guests were unharmed. 

Lamu is approximately 
three-quarters of the way up 
the Indian Ocean coast 
between the Kenyan port city 
of Mombasa and the Somali 
border. 

The privately owned KTN 
television station suggested a 
possible connection between 
the advisory and the Aug. 7 
bombing of the U.S. embassy 
in Nairobi, but Scharf said 
there was no information • 
suggesting any linkage, apart 
from geography. 

“It was strictly coinciden- 
tal.” he said. 

The powerful car-bomb 
killed 213 people in the 
Kenyan capital, including 12 
Americans, and injured some 
5.000. while a virtually 


simultaneous bomb at the 
U.S. embassy in Dar es 
Salaam, the capital of neigh- 
bouring Tanzania, left 1 1 
dead and 72 injured. 

The television station noted 
that one of the prime sus- 
pects, Mohammad Saddiq 
Howaidx who was extradit- 
ed to the United States and 
charged with murder, had 
been living in the arex 

Howaida. a Palestinian, 
married a Kenyan woman in 
Malindi, south of Lamu, in 
1994. 

KTN also noted that spe- 
cial branch police had recent- 
ly re-arrested two alleged 
associates of Howaida in 
Lamu. 

Attacks on tourists are a 
major concern to Kenyan 
authorities, who fear they 
will deter visitors. 

In the most recent publi- 
cised attack, masked gunmen 
held up two tourist buses 
Thursday near the southwest- 
ern Maasai Mara game 
reserve, robbing their occu- 
pants of passports, money, 
binoculars and cameras. 
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on Cjets 
party with 
Santa... 


Date: 17/12/98 
Location: Grand 
Ballroom 
Timing: -1-6 p.rri. 
Selling price: 

JD 9 per child 
/parents free 
Price includes 
Box of fare. JD 5 
vouchers from 
Safeway. 

Coca Cola, 
and lots more 
entertainment by 

Family 

International 
. downs, face . 
painting and 
balloon animals, 
gift from Santa 

Fun and Games 

SAFEWAY** 

J&Qr- 

For reservation call 
5696a 11 f.xt. 6532 


Christmas 
Children Party 

W: 




MERIDIEN 

AMMAN 



6 Opinion & Analysis 


Jordan Times Washington Watch 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, December: 



Dr. James J 


- 


Ad iidepeadrtiAnb poUneal daifr pnWsted id Eqcb.4i by *e Joria Pies Ruaduim EsubbtaM^j 

-j W : \-U JL >*Vi 

Chairman of the Board of Directors 

Abdel Sal am Tarawneh 

Vice Chairman & Director General 

Mohammad Amad 

Executive Editor 
Abdullah Hasanat 

Responsible Editor 
Elia Nasrallah 

Editorial and Advertising offices 
Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.O. Box 6710, Amman 

Telephones: 5684311, 5699634. 5667171, 5603585 

Facsimile: Editorial: 5696183, Advertising: 5693337 

E-mail: jotimes@go.com. jo 

Web Site: http ://www.access2arabiax:oni/jordan times/ 

The Jordan Times is pubfefud iMy except Fridays, Subscription and advertising 
rates are avaBabU from the Jordan Times Advertising Department 


History moves forward 

THE EREZ Crossing meeting between 
President Bill Clinton and Israeli and 
Palestinian leaders Tuesday failed to meet 
expectations for two reasons: President Clinton 
arrived in Israel wounded and his authority and 
clout severely undermined by the impeachment 
proceedings against him in Washington; and 
Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
was able to snub tbe U.S. efforts to put the Wye 
agreement back on track. 

Netanyahu is of course haunted by his own 
domestic political headaches. With a no-confi- 
dence vote in the Knesset coming up on 
Monday, the Israeli leader has to appease his 
hard-line partners at least until he escapes the 
vote. 

Against this backdrop, the giant step taken by 
the Palestinians to repeal all parts in their char- 
ter that deny the existence of Israel has made 
little impact on the intransigent stance of the 
Israeli government No wonder Arafat’s detrac- 
tors now tell him that yielding on the 
Palestinian Charter with no return or qnid pro 
quo from Israel was tantamount to surrender- 
ing a very important trump card for practically 
nothing. As soon as the Palestinian representa- 
tives cancelled their National Charter, 
Netanyahu and his key cabinet ministers start- 
ed the process of creating new demands. 

Now Israel wants the Palestinians to renounce 
their aspiration for statehood in public, collect 
arms from its own police force, and end all ref- 
erence to Palestine in Palestinian media and 
school textbooks. 

For the time being, Netanyahu and his coali- 
tion partners must appear and conduct their 
affairs in a tough, arrogant and unyielding 
manner. Any further withdrawal from the 
Palestinian territories must mean in the mind of 
tbe Israeli prime minister the withdrawal of his 
extremist supporters. There are no assurances 
that Netanyahu’s postures would change after 
the Monday confidence vote. Most probably he 
will not change his tune. Only another Israeli 
national election would be the real arbiter on 
the fortunes or misfortunes of peace in the 
Middle East. 

Meanwhile, President Clinton’s declaration on 
the eve of his departure for Washington that he 
has “achieved what he came to achieve," is a 
true statement under the circumstances. 
Clinton was able to hammer into the minds of 
Israelis and Palestinians the fact that both peo- 
ple need to share the land of Palestine/Israel 
and live in it side by-side in two separate states 
and in total peace. That the message still escapes 
Netanyahu is regrettable. But sooner or later it 
will become history, as the Palestinians demon- 
strated on Monday that history moves forward 
not backwards. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A1 Dustour in its editorial commented on President 
Bill Clinton's visit to the Palestinian areas, a visit he 
described as a boost for the Palestinian cause. The 
paper said the visit helped push the stalled Mideast 
peace process forward. The visit could be the beginning 
of the implementation of the Wye River accord, delayed 
due to the procrastination of the Netanyahu govern- 
ment. The Arabic daily hailed the Palestine National 
Council's decision to cancel certain articles in the 
Palestinian Charter that call for the destruction of the 
Jewish state, which the paper said would narrow the 
margin for manoeuvring by Lhe Israeli government, 
willing to use any old excuse to impede the implemen- 
tation of the Wye agreement. Clinton's visit sends a ray 
of hope into the dark tunnel dug by the hard-line Israeli 
premier, said A1 Dustour. 

A1 Ra’i’s Munis Razaz commented on recent develop- 
ments in the peace process and Ginton's visit to Israel 
and Palestinian National Authority (PNA) areas. The 
writer expected the American president would return to 
Washington without securing a firm commitment from 
the Israeli premier for further withdrawals from the 
West Bank. He claimed Clinton would not be able to 
convince Netanyahu to do him "a personal favour 1 ' by 
saving the stumbling peace from further collapse. 
Clinton wants to return to the United States in triumph, 
said the writer, who called on Palestinian opposition 
leaders, living outside the PNA areas, to move to Gaza 
and join their brothers, in order to have more influence 
on events. The writer charged that opposition from exile 
is like political asylum and not effective at all. 


The race for the presidency in 


THE 2000 RACE for the U.S. 
Presidency is about to begin. 

It will gain in momentum during 
the next few months. While the 
national news continues to be 
dominated by coverage of the 
never-ending impeachment saga, 
several Republicans and 
Democrats are preparing them- 
selves for the 2000 contest Recent 
national polls show Democratic 
Vice president A1 Gore and 
Republican Texas Governor 
George W. Bush to be strong 
favourites to win their respective 
parties' nomination. 

The respected Wirthlin Polling 
group shows Bush besting all 
other prospective Republican 
challengers receiving 43% sup- 
port 

Bush’s nearest challengers are 
Elizabeth Dole at 13% and former 
Vice President Dan Quayle and 
former Vice President candidate 
Jack Kemp both at six per cent 

On the Democratic side. Vice- 
President A1 Gore is the com- 
manding favourite at 5 1 %. 

His nearest competitors are for- 
mer Senator Bill Bradley. Jesse 
Jackson and House Minority 
Leader Richard Gephardt all at 
around 10%. 

This, of course, is an early poll 
and a great deal can happen 
between now and 2000. 

In an effort to discount these poll 
results, some analysts have sug- 
gested that they are merely "name 
recognition” — especially since 
most of the names drawing the 
highest results are the names of 
past presidential candidates. 

G.W. Bush, is of course, the son 
of the former president. 

Elizabeth Dole is the wife of for- 
mer Senator Robert Dole who ran 
as the Republican presidential 
candidate in 1996. 

Dan Quayle was Vice President 
from 1988-1992, and Jack Kemp 
ran for president in 19S8 and was 
the Republican Vice president 
nominee in 1996. In other words. 


it might be fair to say that "name 
recognition” is the principal factor 
behind those early results or, in 
Bush's case, positive feelings 
about his father's presidency. 
Nevertheless, the early polls do 
matter in two important ways. 

The 2000 contest will be very 
expensive. 

It is estimated that in order to be 
a serious contender in 2000. a can- 
didate must raise between S20-25 
million before January 2000. 

In the race for money, good 
name recognition and high poll 
□umbers are an asset. 

Thus, it should be easier for 
Bush and Gore to raise money 
than their less known challengers. 
The downside of having an early 
lead is that it invites both the 
attacks of competitors and intense 
press, some of which may be 
unfavourable. At this point there 
are more than one dozen 
Republicans and Democrats con- 
sidering entering the race, though 
none of them have formally 
announced their candidacies. 

Formal announcements are legal 
requirements imposed by federal 
election laws. 

However, before a candidate 
announces their intent to run they 
are allowed to speak out on issues 
and determine voter interest in 
their candidacies (called "testing 
the waters’'), but they are prohibit- 
ed from asking for direct support 
After they announce they can 
actually ask voters to support 
them, but every dollar they raise 
and spend on behalf of their can- 
didacy must adhere to rigorous 
federal guidelines. Thus far 17 
Republicans and Democrats have 
taken at least some steps in the 
direction of announcing their can- 
didacy for 2000. On the 
Republican side: 

* Lamar Alexander, former 
Reagan cabinet member has run in 
both 1992 and 1996. 

He has already taken a number of 
steps and will announce in March 


1999. 

* John Ashcroft Senator from 
Missouri has sought to become the 
can di dare of tbe religious right. 

He will most probably announce 
in- January 1999. 

* Gary Bauer, a leader of the reli- 
gious right who has expressed 
frustration that candidates seek 
their support and let them down- 
therefore. he may run on his own. 

* Steve Forbes, has been running 
ever since he lost in 1996 — he's 
sought to shift his positions to 
court the religious right. _ 

* Dan Quayle. former Vice presi- 
dent 

He is considered a strong con- 
tender. 

Other Republicans who hinted 
that they may run include: Rudy 
Guliani. moderate mayor of New 
York City: John Kasich. fiscal 
conservative and congressman 
from Ohio; John McCain, war 
hero and Senator from Arizona 
who has led the fight for campaign 
finance reform; Jack Kemp, popu- 
lar moderate and former 1996 vice 
presidential candidate. 

Interestingly the most popular of 
the Republicans. George W. Bush, 
is tbe one who has done the least 
to indicate any interest in running. 

So far, more than any actions of 
his own speculation about his run- 
ning for president has fuelled 
anticipation about his possible 
candidacy. On the Democratic 
side, in addition to Vice President 
A1 Gore who most certainly will 
run, there are six other possible 
candidates: 

* Bill Bradley, has already- 
formed a committee to explore his 
candidacy and will probably 
announce in January 1999. 

* Senator Paul Wellsione, a tra- 
ditional liberal with a flair for 
grass-roots politics. 

He too has formed an explorato- 
ry committee and will probably 
announce in early 1999. 

* Jesse Jackson, former candi- 
date for president in 1984 and 


19SS. He may decide to run to 
challenge the “rightward” drift of 
the party' and to gain further recog- 
nition for African Americans in 
Democratic Parry derision-mak- 

ing- ’ 

* Senator Bob Kerrey, of 
Massachusetts and congressman 
Dick Gephardr of Missouri may 
also run — but Gephardt may 
decide to skip the race in hopes of 
becoming Majority' Leader should 
Democrats gain control of the 
House in 2000. 

All of the above (with the excep- 
tion of George W. Bush) have 
f; qk-gn some steps toward running, 
short of formal announcement. 

All have made Sequent visits to 
Iowa and New Hampshire to 
deliver political speeches and to 
support candidates running for 
local office in 1998. 

A few. like Alexander have been 
to each state more than 20 times 
this year and have actually hired 
staff in both states. 

Since Iowa and New Hampshire 
are the first states to hold caucuses 
and primaries in the presidential 
nomination process, early visits to 
these states are good indications of 
a candidate's intentions. Seven of 
die 17 (Kerrey. Forbes. Alexander. 
Ashcroft. Bauer, Kemp and 
Quayle) have established political 
action committees (PACs). 

These PACs provide prospective 
candidates with another way to 
build on organisation and raise 
money to support their possible 
candidacies. Since the 2000 presi- 
dential campaign is wide open 
with a large field of candidates, 
the race can be expected both to 
formally begin in the next few 
months and to continue certain 
trends that were observed during 
the past three presidential races. 
This election wail be more “front 
loaded” than tbe past three. 

Instead of moving slowly from 
state to state from March to June 
2000, there will be at least 20 
states holding their primaries 


before the end of Man3£g^.V 

result, candidates 

raise at least $20-25 

in order to pay for massw^ftiev^ 

sion advertising 

compete in 20 states aff 

The candidate with tiy ^mq gt 
money early in the race.'vrifffee 
favoured to win. Thiscleoioa^. 
continue the trend of /vrithewiM 
an intensely charged intcmal p^ 
cy debate within both parties^: 

G.W. Bush if he nmsaiKljLhe 
runs as a moderate Refofayfc- 
will be strongly anacked*^l&g. 
religious right . 

They feel that they havefbreiL 
taken for granted by the-party 
leadership and are desperately 
reassert their power whfam.Tbex 
party. 

Since the emergence of 
gious right in the late I980&£fiEfc- 
candidate to win the RepubOtiag;: 
Primary he or she has had to adopt;; 
this group’s agenda. 

Once they have won _ ihe- 
Republican nomination. 
these candidates have been imaBfef: 
to broaden their appeal to 
national election. Democrats fig 
going through tbe same internaT 
debate as well. V . 

Bill Clinton represented thevic-' 
tray of centrist ideas in the 
Democratic Party. 

Candidates like Jackson anti 
Wellstone will attempt to remind 
Democrats of their African' 
American, labour union and fiber- . 
al base and seek to alter the ceth 
trist drift of the party in 2000. The 
struggle to define the ideas of both” 
Republicans and Democrats will : 
be intense in 2000. Despite. early , 
polls and early work by prospect 
five candidates, tbe real campaign 
for 2000 has not yet begun. 

When it formally gets undo- 
way in early 1999. and when it 
emerges from under the cloud of 
tire impeachment process — ; it... 
wiJI be a breatheless race to the 
finish. 




Smog in Amman 

To the editor: .JI.'.. 

I DROVE from downtown Amman to the airport one 
afternoon in October. For a moment it was deji vu all 
over again. I smelled... I should say I choked on the_sraell 
of an old enemy of mine... smog. 

I asked my companion if he could smell the smog. He 
said he couldn’t... his olfactory faculties had apparently 
become used to the smell. 

I haven't seen smog since Californian environmental 
laws forced Californians to clean up the polluted dr. 

Now, if every one cares and die government is willing 
to acL then it is possible to clean Amman's polluted air. 

You may want to look at the sources of smog. The 
biggest culprit is your car. The second, trucks that run on 
diesel. Then come factories that depend on fuel for their 
energy. Mostly everyone burns diesel at home, maybe 
they could switch to gas. which is plentiful in Jordan. 
Definitely Amman’s cars and trucks need smog control 
devices. That should help over time. It’ll be costly and 
sacrifices have to be made. But it’ll work. I know it will, 
we did it in California... 

Akram Matalka 
Salinas, California 


Clinton nod to statehood 


Postal theft 


To the editor: 


By James Bennet 

IT CERTAINLY seemed like a state visit. 
Yes. some members of the honour guard 
that greeted President Bill Clinton at the 
Gaza. International Airport Monday morn- 
ing did not always march precisely in step. 

And no. the band did not attempt ‘The 
Scar Spangled Banner” on its drums, bag- 
pipes and saxophones, contenting itself 
instead with a peppy rendition of "The 
Happy Wanderer. " But from the immense 
U.S. and Palestinian flags draped from the 
airport’s control tower to the joint appear- 
ance by two leaders at which reporters 
shouted questions about impeachment, 
the day had all the feel of a typical visit by 
Clinton to a foreign state. 

Yet one thing, of course, was missing: 
the state. 

The Ginton administration said it had 
no intention of signalling recognition of 
Palestinian sovereignty with the presi- 
dent's eight-and-a-half-bour visit, in care- 
ful deference to the president's Middle 
East policy and to Israeli sensibilities. But 
Ginton came mighty' dose, and his aides 
acknowledged that he had given die 
notion of statehood a shove. "I am pro- 
foundly honoured to be the first American 
president to address the Palestinian people 
in a city governed by Palestinians.” he told 
a meeting of the Palestine National 
Council and other leaders Monday 
evening. He said that "this moment would 
have been inconceivable a decade ago.” In 
a further sign of how times have changed, 
a senior administration official said 
Monday night that he did not know if the 


audience — a lustily cheering throDg of 
about 700, mostly men in suits — includ- 
ed many suspects wanted by the United 
States. And he did not seem much inter- 
ested. 

Acceding to a formal request from the 
Israelis, Clinton did not fly Air Force One 
into tbe newly opened airport here. But tbe 
six helicoptezs and the cloud of tan dost 
that he and his delegation rode in on nev- 
ertheless made for an impressive sight He 
was greeted by the Palestinian leader, 
Yasser Arafat, for a day of ceremony, 
meetings, eating and speechifying. 

Palestinians skipped work and were 
released from elementary school and col- 
lege classes to line the dusty roads here in 
hopes of catching a glimpse of the presi- 
dent. who mostly travelled over their 
heads in his green-and-white Blackhawk 
helicopter. 

U.S. and Palestinian flags fluttered 
everywhere in the cool southerly breeze, 
and Clinton, with one thumb up-thrust and 
Arafat at his side, smiled out from ubiqui- 
tous posters. 

Clinton accepted a gift of a Koran from 
Arafat and joked with associates about 
overindulging in a lunch of rice, lamb and 
three kinds of fish. 

Some Palestinians seized on the visit as 
evidence that they were approaching state- 
hood, if they had not already arrived. As 
he fingered his prayer beads while waiting 
at the airport for Clinton, Nadsbe Mustafa, 
the mayor of Hebron, said: This is a very 
important day in Palestinian history, that 
the president of the United States comes to 
Palestine. We consider it a recognition of 


the Palestinian state.” Abu Jabal 50. said 
he had decided not to go to his job in Israel 
today. "This is an important historic event, 
a crucial historic moment that I decided I 
needed to see with my own eyes,” he said. 
“I may lose a day’s pay. but it’s worth it” 
From tbe dirt roads to the crumbling office 
buildings by the Mediterranean Sea. signs 
abound here that prosperity, like state- 
hood, may be a way off. In remarks 
Monday evening. Arafot laid the blame at 
the feet of the Israelis, who he said had 
"left behind a devastated infrastructure.'' 
But he proclaimed "the resurrection of 
Palestine” under way. 

Arafat’s speech preceded a vote by show 
of hands of the Palestinian leadership to 
renounce clauses in their charter that were 
obnoxious to Israel. Clinton tben 
addressed the group. 

Like the Palestinians, the president’s 
equally delighted aides repeatedly resort- 
ed to the word historic to describe his visit 
“In many ways, at many levels, the presi- 
dent got done what we came here to do.” 
said Sandy Berger, Clinton's national 
security adviser, referring to the three-day 
trip to the region that ends after a visit to 
Bethlehem and Masada on Tuesday. 

Berger denied that Monday's visit 
amounted to recognition of a Palestinian 
state, an issue that die Israelis and 
Pales tinians are supposed to negotiate. But 
he added: "Does the president coming 
here by agreement between Israel and the 
Palestinians give some legitimacy to the 
Palestinian people? I think it does.” 

— The New York Times 


MY HOPE is that this letter will draw attention to a very 
important problem within the Jordanian Postal Service, 
and that those in charge will rectify it. What is the prob- 
lem? The problem is postal theft. There have been too 
many incidences of postal theft even with registered 
mail. The purpose^ of the postal service , is .to be of “ser- 
vice to the people.” Some postal employees, not all, are 
stealing from the people; in some cases the entire pack- 
age is stolen. 

Our family is very important to us. Unfortunately, we 
are unable to be with them since we live in the United 
States. By sending packages filled with small gifts, let- 
ters, and family pictures, we feel a little bit closer to our 
loved ones. This is very important to the family structure. 
Imagine how grandmother feels when she receives a 
small gift of perfume from her grandchildren in the U.S.: 
every time she wears it, she will remember them. 
Imagine how the faces of the little children beam with 
happiness when they open the package that was sent to 
uiem filled with colouring books, crayons, and candy 
from their little cousins in the U.S. They remember the 
beautiful, fun times they shared with their cousins for the 
short time they were able to visit. This sending of letters 
and small packages is our way of being close to the ones 
we love and adore with all our hearts. This privilege is 
being taken away from us and it is not fair! Changes 
must be made! 

Some possibilities include: automatic dismissals of 
those caught in the act: internal investigations of postal 
procedures; etc. 

Whatever the solutions may be, all I know is that some- 

mg has to be done. Nobody has the right to stopjpeo- 
pie from showing their love to their family. We are Irving 
UL?, WO f .V ere ^ deterioration of the family exists. 

1 ? ** v «tal to the strength and the 

foundation of the society. Please allow us to continue 
strengthening our family bond. 

Nancy and Adel Amanp 

U.S- 
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There’s no bossing a democracy 



In the week leading up to President Clinton’s visit most editors in PNA-controlfed areas 
snipped criticism from their columns, yet A! Istiqlal still printed these words of welcome: 
‘American President Bill Clinton, who is known as Monica’s secret lover, is about to visit our 
noble and beloved Gaza. With his vufgar presence, he will desecrate its pure soil that has 
been saturated for more than 50 years with the blood of our holy martyrs’ (AP photo) 


By Deborah Sontag 

LEANING FORWARD on a lectern. a 
brilliant smile on his moustachioed face, 
flusam Khader chose to make a pointed 
political joke during a recent meeting of 
[he Palestinian Legislative Council 
iPLCj. Khader, a legislator from Nablus, 
exasperated by the council's impotence, 
proposed a bill. 

“Why don't we declare Yasser Arafat 
ihe god of Palestine?” he suggested, 
referring to the president of die Palestin- 
ian National Authority. 

The moment spoke volumes about 
how far Palestinian society has come in 
the last five years and how far it has to 
go. On the one hand, Khader was speak- 
ing from *e floor of the democratically 
elected legislature, engaging in debate 
that allows for barbed humour aimed at 
the Palestinian leader. On the other, his 
words conveyed a central frustration for 
those involved in the building of the 
Palestinian state: Arafat’s vise- like grip 
on the reigns of power. 

“1 think we have a serious, deep yearn- 
ing for democracy.” said Eyad Sarraj, 
who runs the Gaza Community Mental 
Health Programme, a non-govemmental 
organisation. “The problem is that Arafat 
is untouchable. He is a holy symbol, 
while right now we could use a mere 
mortal." 

Still, an interesting thing has happened 
on the way to statehood, a journey that 
for many Palestinians crosses a major 
threshold with the visit of President Clin- 
ton to Gaza. As the Israelis have come to 
realise with great alarm, the Palestinians 
have viewed Clinton’s visit, with the 
flight into the new Yasser Arafat Interna- 
tional Airport as a diplomatic endorse- 
ntnt of their aspirations. 

Despite Arafat’s best efforts to sup- 
press them, the fledgling institutions of 
democracy, some mandated by interna- 
tional agreements, have taken on a life of 
their own. And this has significantly 
altered the mind-set of a clan-based soci- 
ety that lived under occupation for 50 
years. 

After 1993, when the interim peace 
accord was reached in Oslo, many sym- 
bols of sovereignty emerged: Palestinian 
flags, Palestinian licence plates. Palestin- 
ian passports {accepted by 80 countries). 
Palestinian Coca Cola and, two weeks 
ago. the new airport in Gaza. 

The chaos that had reigned, particular- 
. ly during the seven years of Palestinian 
; uprising, began to recede. Schools and 
! hospitals were refreshed, restocked and 
operated continuously. Traffic policemen 
appeared at busy intersections, roads 
were paved and telephone lines run into 
villages. A nightlife sprang up in Ramal- 
lah. and in Nablus, a fledgling Palesrin- 
: ian stock market. 

I But most important, perhaps, were the 
new democratic institutions: the PLC 
I and the Palestinian supreme court, both 
r stipulated by the Oslo accords, and a bur- 
f geoning, quickly ubiquitous press corps, 
together with a host of dissident week- 

The very fact of these institutions cre- 


ated an appetite for authenticity on the 
part of some of the legislators, justices 
and journalists who participated in them. 
There were sharp divisions between 
those who had grown up under Israeli 
occupation, observing the model of 
Israeli democracy, and those who had 
only recently returned from exile in die 
more autocratic Arab nations. But those 
who craved authentic institutions wanted 
what amounted to too much too soon, or 
sooner than Arafat was prepared to allow 

iL 

“We were ready for democracy.** said 
Rawiya Shawwa, a legislator from Gaza 
and an outspoken columnist for the 
newspaper AJ Quds. “Our struggle for 
independence was built on coalitions. 
We made decisions by voting. And we 
had this neighbour, our occupier, with a 
democratic lifestyle. We experienced 
their demonstrations, and their media, 
and their freedom of saying." 

But the appetite for authenticity went 
largely unfulfilled. The legislators passed 
many laws that were not implemented; 
the judges issued many court orders that 
were ignored: the journalists cither cen- 
sored themselves, faced rebuke and 
arrest, or found their newspapers closed. 

At the same time, Arafat gave much 
power to the half-dozen security organi- 
sations he created like u small army 
around himself. 

After Khader proposed his bill to defy 
Arafat, several legislators and journalists 
laughed aloud, and some started ahead 
with widened eyes. One representative 
jumped him, demanding an apology, and 
Khader sardonically congratulated his 
beefy attacker, saying that Arafat would 
witness his loyalty while reviewing the 
videotapes of the meeting. The entire 
incident was expunged from the minutes. 

“1 don't want to trick myself into think- 
ing that we have institutions, laws and 
rales,” Khader said. “It’s tempting. We 
go through the motions. We argue, we 
bargain. We have procedures and votes 
and lobbyists of a kind. Yes. the council 
dances beautifully. But in the dark." 

Still, the Palestinians, with a relatively 
sizeable intellectual elite, international 
help and the model of Israel, have moved 
more quickly and closer towards devel- 
oping democratic institutions than any of 
their Arab neighbours, experts say. 

“It's very exciting to see.” said Joseph 
Alpher. director of the American Jewish 
Committee in Israel. “What they have 
done in the last five years is more demo- 
cratic than any .Arab society'. It’s a limit- 
ed democracy, or guided” democracy, 
under the very firm hand of Arafat. But it 
has potential." 

Fayez Noureldin, a Gaza-based pho- 
tographer for Agency France-Presse, hit 
one of the first bumps on the road to the 
limited democracy. During a heat wave 
two years ago. he took a picture of chil- 
dren trying to drag their, donkey into the 
ocean for a bath. The photograph ran in 
publications around the world. Palestin- 
ian officials were furious. They' thought 
he was trying to make the Palestinians 
look asinine, literally. He was arrested 
and roughed up. 


Bui a nascent union of local journalists 
ran to his defence. High-ranking Pales- 
tinian officials released him, apologised 
and punished die arresting officers. And 
such ham-handed clamp downs became 
less frequent, giving way io a more sub- 
tle dance between the journalists and the 
PNA. They have developed a relation- 
ship based on die understanding that 
there are limits to the freedom of expres- 
sion, but dial these limits are constantly 
shifting. 

After the Oslo peace agreement, the 
news meJia blossomed in numbers, with 
two new- daily newspapers, a handful of 
new weeklies, three new radio stations 
and 15 new television stations. The very 
act of covering events beside their Israeli 
and foreign colleagues proved an educa- 
tion. making the Palestinian journalists 
— already experts at linguistic sub- 
terfuge from years of dealing with Israeli 
military censors — yearn to operate 
freely. 

But the rhree dailies are tightly con- 
trolled. :md lend to be timid since they 
can Jitce censure for such tilings as bury- 
ing a small article that reflects well on 
Arafat. The leading paper is the veteran 
publication. Al Quds. which is privately 
owned but closely allied with the Pales- 
tinian leadership. And of the two new' 
dailies, one is financed by the PNA, and 
the other run by an adviser to Arafat. 

Still, it can be surprising to see what is 
tolerated, especially in small weeklies or 
monthlies. 

Recently, a rights group put a paid 
insen into newspapers about torture in 
Palestinian prisons, complete with gory 
photographs — and a government adver- 
tising permit. 

A monthly magazine. People’s Rights, 
subtitled. ’ Building the rule of law in 
Palestine.’’ routinely runs harsh articles 
about corruption and police brutality. 

Last week, as Gaza was being 
scrubbed for Clinton s visit, editors at the 
major newspapers were snipping criti- 
cism from their columns. Yet the paper of 
the Islamic Holy War movement. Al 
Istiqlal. printed these w ords of welcome: 
“American President Bill Clinton, who is 
known as Monica’s secret lover, is about 
to visit our noble and beloved Gaza. With 
his vulgar presence, he will desecrate its 
pure soil that has been saturated for more 
than 50 years with the blood of our holy 
martyrs.” 

When the mandated elections were 
held for president and PLC in 1996. 
some 86 per cent of Palestinian adults 
turned out to vote. More than half of the 
88 council members came from Arafat's ’ 
Fateh Party, and one of his right-hand 
men. Ahmad Qoureia, or Abu Ala, 
became speaker of the House. Still, there 
remained about 29 independent legisla- 
tors. including some members of Hamas, 
lire Muslim resistance movement. And 
some Fateh members behaved more 
independently than their leader liked. 

Many of the legislators took their mis- 
sion quite seriously. 

In two years they passed about 20 laws, 
often stopping to research a point of pro- 
cedure. to inquire how the Israeli parlia- 


ment would handle it. It took them 
almost two years to draft a constitution, 
gingerly constructing clauses about the 
protection of civil liberties and human 
rights. One passage, about the terms of 
succession for a president who lost the 
confidence of the council or became 
incapacitated, was stricken because the 
legislators were timid. 

But only 12 bills were signed by 
Arafat; the constitution still sits on his 
desk. A law ordering municipal elections 
was ignored, as was the one to hold elec- 
tions for a new legislature at the expira- 
tion of its term next May. Few laws have 
been carried out, but one that will be 
stands out: a bill to raise the salary' of 
civil servants. Because so many Pales- 
tinians are employed by the PNA. it is 
considered an important step towards 
raising the standard of living. 

Still, by the very nature of their enter- 
prise. the legislators accomplished the 
critical task of altering the terms of pub- 
lic debate. Some grew more outspoken, 
especially on the issue of corruption 
within the PNA. They felt themselves 
powerless when their demands to weed 
out corrupt officials were ignored, but if 
Arafat did not listen, the Palestinian peo- 
ple did. through the media coverage of 
the legislature. Some felt both informed 
and emboldened by the public discus- 
sion, but others criticised the council for 
caving in. for acting as a rubber stamp for 
Arafat 

“People feel they're just there for dec- 


oration " said Sarraj. ‘There’s no separa- 
tion of powers between the executive, 
the legislative and judiciary .’’ 

Like the legislature, the Palestinian 
high court tried to shut out the pressure 
from Arafat and develop a rule of law. 
But it was impossible. If ajudge went too 
far — as in the case of Amin Abdul 
Salam, the former chief justice of the 
West Bank, who demanded the release of 
some students in detention — he was dis- 
missed. Others resigned. 

One Palestinian rights group, which 
used to monitor Israel violations, counts 
27 ignored court orders. The total issued 
is unknown. 

“If our leaders ignore court orders, then 
our people will, too." said Samir Mull- 
sen. a lawyer and journalist, “and before 
we know it. they’ll start taking the law 
into their own hands. Is that the way we 
want to inaugurate our Palestinian civil 
society, with chaos T 

Some of the ignored court orders 
demand the release of Hamas members 
who are being detained indefinitely with- 
out charges. And that is where the Israeli 
interest in having Arafat clamp down on 
terrorism comes into play, countering 
any encouragement Israel might have 
offered towards developing democratic 
institutions in Palestine. 

Many Palestinians, even those pushing 
at the edge of the permissible, accept that 
it is only after Arafat leaves what appears 
to be his lifetime office that things will 
change. And, in a surprising comment in 


Ramallah last week. Arafat made that 
time seem not so far away. 

“1 don't know if I'll live one year or 
two years.” he said at a meeting with the 
Washington-based Institute of Near East 
Policy. 

That makes many Palestinians, and 
some international experts, worry about 
the fledgling character of the democratic 
institutions in place. 

“Can they handle a transition of power 
in what are likely to be horrendous cir- 
cumstances?” said Alpher of the Jewish 
committee. 

Mrs. Shawwa wonders if Palestinian 
society needs more time to prepare even 
for statehood, let alone a change of lead- 
ership. 

"My opinion is maybe we are not 
ready for a state,” she said. “Maybe we 
should wait until we have genuine insti- 
tutions.” 

The freedom with which she speaks 
can he confusing to those who equate 
such public conversation with a more 
mature democracy. But to many it only 
indicates that Palestinian society is not 
the monolithic entity usually portrayed to 
the world. 

“As far as the world is concerned, only 
they — the Israelis — have public opin- 
ion." Hanan Ashrawi. a prominent Pales- 
tinian and council member, said. 
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Pakistani lovers find life far from romantic 


By Owais Tohid 

Agencc France Fresse 

HUMAIRA IS in protective custody and 
her husband is in hiding after they 
secretly married in defiance of their par- 
ents. 

“My family will kill me and my hus- 
band,” said 28-year-old Humaira, 
daughter of an influential deputy of 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif s Pakistan 
Muslim League. 

T just want to be with my beloved.” 
she told human rights activists at Dar-ul 
Arrian. a state-run house in Karachi for 
destitute women, after fleeing central 
Punjab province last month. 

Her brother, accompanied by police, 
look her from a shelter ran by the Edhi 
Welfare Trust, but following protests by 
human rights groups she is now under 
police protection. 

“Life is not beautiful for lovers in Pak- 
istan,” her husband. M ah mood Butt, told 
AFP. 

“We are meant for each other. How 
could I live without my love." said Butt, 
who returned from the United States last 
year to many Humaira. which they did 
in secret in May. The pair bad been in 


love with each other for seven years. 

Her parents opposed the marriage, 
Humaira having been engaged to a 
cousin when she was only a child, and 
they locked her up in their home, human 
rights activists say. 

“Love is not a crime,” sad Butt. "We 
are husband and wife but they are not 
giving us a right to live." 

The couple's counsel. Zia Awan. said 
that under the law the couple could live 
together, but they fear for their lives. 

“We are still living in a tribal and feu- 
dal society. Women are a commodity 
that can be sold, bought or used in the 
name of respect and honour." Awan said. 

Activists blamed a rise in Muslim fun- 
damentalism. 

“These extremists want to see the 
women behind closed doors." said 
L/zma Noorani. a women's rights 
activist 

Humaira and Butt's story is not new in 
Pakistan. 

In February. 30-year-old Kanwar 
Ahsan married a Pashtoon girl. Riffti 
Afridi, defying tribal tradition and ignor- 
ing their different ethnic backgrounds. 

Their love led to two deaths and a 
dozen injuries after the enraged Pash- 


toon community rampaged in Karachi 
during a protest strike. 

Ahsan was seriously injured in an 
armed attack by the Afridi tribesmen. 

Dubbed Pakistan’s “Romeo and Juli- 
et,” both are in hiding after the girl’s 
parents ordered their death, a family 
source said. 

“The couple cannot live like free 
birds," the source said, adding they have 
been trying to obtain foreign visas so 
they can quit Pakistan. 

Human rights activists said many 
cases go unreported. 

In 1 9%. runaway lovers Saima 
Waheed and Arshad won a landmark 
ruling when die supreme court upheld 
theironarriage without parental consent, 
overturning an earlier ruling from the 
Lahore high court that an adult woman 
needs permission from her male 
guardian for marriage. 

~ In September last year. Fahimuddin 
and his wife Hajira were shot and killed 
in Hyderabad after a court hearing in 
their love marriage case. 

“It is ridiculous and disgusting." 
Noorani said, but added that society had 
to be changed if lovers were to be given 
a chance in Pakistan. 


Ancient order of chivlly regains fort 


By Christopher Sdduna 

Reuters 

AN INTERNATIONAL Order of chival- 
ry celebrated its 900th birthday on Satur- 
day on die island where it stopped the 
Ottoman advance on Europe in 1565. 

Tlie Maltese government announced on 
Friday that as pan of the celebrations it 
would hand back a small fort in the heart 
of Malta’s Valletta Harbour from which 
French Grand Master Jean de La Valene 
led his troops to beat off aTurkish siege in 
1565. 

In reluming to its historic seat, the Order 
announced a major concession to modem 
times — women, known as dames, will be 
able to participate in its senior ranks along 
with the male members, the Knights. 

An agreement for the handing over of 
Fori Sl AngeJo fo the Oder will be signed 
on Saturday after a Mass in Valletta, the 
Maltese walled capital built by the Order 
after the Turkish siege and named after La 
Valene. 

TTie Sovereign Military Hospitaller 
Outer of Sl John of Jerusalem 1 1300 
members and 80.000 permanent volun- 
teers from all over the world 

It enjoys diplomatic relations with 81 


states. The Order's chancellor (prime min- 
ister! told a press conference the order car- 
ried out humanitarian work on all conti- 
nents, running hospitals in turbulent 
regions such as the Middle East 

The Order's history is rooted in the late 
12th century when representatives of the 
richest families in Europe agreed to protect 
Christian pilgrims at a time when the 
Kingdom of Jerusalem, as it was called 
had no standing army. 

After the fall of Acre, the last Christian 
stronghold in die Holy Land the Order 
moved to Cyprus, from where its ships 
raided the mainland. A more permanent 
base was established in Rhodes, but the 
Order was eventually defeated in a Jong 
siege by the Ottomans and the Holy- 
Roman Emperor Charles V offered Malta 
to the Knights for a yearly rent of one fal- 
con. 

The Knights took over the tiny island 
because its magnificent natural harbour 
offered protection for their fleet. They built 
huge ramparts and after beating off the 
Turkish siege of 1565. they built Valletta, 
decorating it with large palaces and richly 
decorated churches that are today some of 
Malta’s most important tourist attractions. 

Today the former palace of the Grand 


Master is the office of tlie Maltese presi- 
dent and the seat of parliament. 

The agreement for the handover of the 
fort, announced by Maltese Prime Minis- 
ter Eddie Feneeh Adami on Friday, will 
allow the order to use the building “for 
international humanitarian and cultural 
activities.” 

Lying at the tip of a peninsula the fort 
has remained largely unused since being 
lianded to the Maltese government in 1979 
after having been used as a headquarters 
by Britain's Royal Navy for two centuries. 

At the beginning of their celebrations on 
Saturday the members of the Order 
walked in procession down Malm's 
Republic Street, the main road in the Val- 
letta wearing black ceremonial habits 
emblazoned with the eight pointed Mal- 
tese cross which has become known as the 
Maltese cross. 

They were led by die Grand Master. 
British-bom Fra Andrew Bertie, and for- 
mer Italian President Francesco Coswiga. 
himself a Knight Grand Cross, one of the 
higliest ranks in the order. 

Tlie celebrations will continue this year 
in Rltodes and culminate in Jerusalem. 
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ie French hairdresser who turned Hillary Clinton into an idol 
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By Eric Scherer 

Agencc France Presse 

MOT LONG ago, Isabelle Goetz left 
Kr small town in eastern France with a 
hairdressing diploma. Now she travels 
fcgularty on Air Force One and pa™ 5 
ter Harley-Davidson in the White 

House. 

In one year, Goetz has become indis- 
pensable to Hillary Clinton and is 
Andely credited with making die First 
Lady more radiant and alluring. 

“They all want the Hillary look, 
/ear-old Goetz said of her other clients 
ia Washington. 

Hillary Clinton's transformation ts 


nothjnc short of spectacular. 

Alter years of criticism for her severe 
look and constantly changing style, 
this month the US. president's wife 
made the cover of Vogue, drawing 
public admiration like a Hollywood 

star. 

“She wasn't after a special look and 
we didn’t even talk about it. But little 
bv little, I changed her hairstyle until 
the present one,” Goetz told AFP. Clin- 
ton's layered, swept-back hairstyle has 
become quite popular. "It suits her very 
well and everybody tells her so,” said 

Goetz. . . 

Newsweek magazine described Clin- 
ton as “radiant” and gave the reason for 


her transformation: “Isabelle Goetz of 
DC' (District of Columbia, as the cap- 
ital is known). 

Being beautiful may be the best form 
of vengeance, said the weekly, refer- 
ring io President Bill Clinton's daunt- 
ing legal problems. 

Tlie New York Times also traced the 
secret behind the First Lady’s look to 
her new hairdresser. 

“She's naturally elegant and very' 
beautiful, more beautiful than she 
looks on television." said Goetz, who 
has been going to the White House 
four or five times a week for close to a 
year. 

Goetz, who received her hairdressing 


diploma in Belfort, began her march to 
the White House five years ago when, 
passing through a hair salon in Paris, 
she came across an ad for a training 
course in Washington. 

Four years later, she was working 
here for Cristophe, a Washington hair 
salon run by a friend of the Clintons of 
Belgian extraction. 

in November 3997. she was called to 
the White House to do Hillary Clin- 
ton’s hair. “I was intimidated, but after 
a few months I realised 1 had become 
the only (hairdresser!... she really liked 
the first haircut 1 gave her.” 

Since then, Goetz has travelled 
around the world. Aboard Air Force 


One with the Clintons she has visited 
China. Russia. Africa. Chile and Ire- 
land. She also came to Gaza and Israel. 
“The first time, in Africa. I cried. My 
heart beat wildly. It was all so incredi- 
ble,” she said recalling her first landing 
with the Clintons and the presidential 
motorcade making its way through 
cheering crowds. 

Last year, she danced at a White 
House gala for British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair, in die company of celebri- 
ties like Steven Spielberg, Barbra 
Streisand and Tom Hanks. 

Occasionally, she said, she also 
touches up the president’s hair. 

“Both of them are very kind, unaf- 


fected. friendly and easy-going people, 
not at all like your typical cold-hearted 
politician," Goetz said. 

Goetz, who has an American 
boyfriend and works in the Clintons' 
private quarters, ‘.aid she was “easily 
accepted by the White House 
entourage.” "It's a great honour to do 
her hair” Goetz said without revealing 
Hillary Clinton's daily reactions to the 
ongoing Monica Lewinsky scandal. 

Although Goetz is thrilled at having 
made the First Lady a national idol, she 
has yet to fulfil her American dream: 
“Ride my motorcycle across the Unit- 
ed States on Route 66.” 
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Pope faults 
globalisation, 
urges debt relief 


Jordan limes, Wednesday, December; 









Morocco unveils new strategy for j 


VATICAN CITY (R) — 
Pope John Paul called 
Tuesday for a new world 
vision to deal with the 
downside of free markets, 
saying economic globalisa- 
tion and financial fluctua- 
tions bad hurt many people. 

In a message ahead of the 
Roman Catholic Church's 
World Day of Peace, the 
7 8 -year-old Pope also 
repeated an appeal to rich 
nations to see the year 2000 
as an ideal moral opportu- 
nity to help developing 
countries extricate them- 
selves from the quicksands 
of international debt. 

The 20-page message, 
called “Respect for Human 
Rights:The Secret of True 
Peace,’' will be sent to 
heads of state and interna- 
tional organisations before 
the World Day of Peace is 
celebrated on Jan. 1. 

The message also deals 
with issues such as the 
rights of children, global 
responsibility for the envi- 
ronment the plight of the 
unemployed and the rights 
of ethnic minorities. 

While it repeated the 
Pope's well-known stands 
on human rights and his 
condemnation of practices 
such as arms trafficking, it 
also underscored his grow- 
ing concern for the effects 
of free-market policies. 

“The rapid advance 
towards globalisation of 
economic and financial sys- 
tems also illustrates the 
urgent need to establish 
who is responsible for 
guaranteeing the global 
common good and the exer- 
cise of economic and social 
rights," the Pope said. “The 
free market by itself cannot 
do this, because there are 
many human needs which 
have no place in the mar- 
ket-” 

The Pope, who has made 
human dignity and work- 
ers’ rights two of the 


themes of his 20-year pon- 
tificate, said recent eco- 
nomic crises had relegated 
many people to poverty just 
as they were glimpsing a 
better future. 

“How can we ignore the 
effects of fluctuations in the 
finan cial markets? We 
urgently need a new vision 
of global progress in soli- 
darity. which will include 
an overall and sustainable 
development of society, so 
as to enable all people to 
realise their potential he 
added. 

The Pope dedicated a sig- 
nificant part of the section 
on globalisation to what he 
called “the frightening 
problem of the internation- 
al debt of the poorest 
nations.” 

Noting that international 
bodies had initiated steps to 
help debt-mired nations, 
the Pope appealed to afflu- 
ent countries to ensure the 
success of the initiatives. 

“An immediate and 
vigourous effort is needed, 
as we look to the year 2000. 
to ensure that the greatest 
possible number of nations 
will be able to extricate 
themselves from a now 
intolerable situation." he 
said. 

The International Mone- 
tary Fund (IMF) and the 
World Bank have a joint 
initiative to help heavily 
indebted poor countries. 

It rewards country 
debtors with a stong track 
record of market- friendly 
economic reforms with 
some of the most generous 
debt relief terras the inter- 
national community has 
ever offered. 

In his message, the Pope 
also issued a strong defence 
of the rights of ethnic 
groups and minorities. 
Denying their right to exist 
is one of the most tragic 
forms of discrimination, be 
said. 


e 

investors 

incentives 

TUNIS (R) — Tunisia, in 
a move awaited by foreign 
investors in the energy 
sector, said this week it 
would revise its gas pric- 
ing system and offer Dew 
incentives to oil firms to 
boost investment 
Industry Minister Mon- 
cef Ben Abdallah, who is 
in charge of the energy 
sector, said the legislation 
called Energy Code would 
be issued early in 1999. 

“The Code brings an 
appreciable improvement 
in the level of petroleum 
tax-system and at the 
level of gas pricing. They 
will be set up by decree in 
order to take into account 
the specifics of the pro- 
jects and the conditions of 
the international market" 
he told a gas seminar. 

Energy officials said the 
current gas pricing formu- 
la was governed by a law 
based on the volatile link- 
age of gas to the low value 
high sulphur fuel oil. 

They said the revision 
would scrap the Linkage 
between gas price and 
fuel oil. 

U.K-’s gas firm B.G. 
PLC last May said it 
would consider investing 
up to S400 million for the 
development .of its new 
Tunisian gas field Has=- 
drubal if the revision was 
made. 

Ben Abdallah said the 
new code would also 
include easing the proce- 
dures as well as shorten- 
ing administrative dead- 
lines related to granting 
permits. 

Tunisia's proven hydro- 
carbons reserves are put at 
500 million barrels, and 
gas reserves at 65 billion 
cubic metres. 


MARRAKESH (R) — 
Morocco said Monday it 
had earmarked 750 mil- 
lion dirhams (SSI. 5 mil- 
lion) to create jobs and 
signed several agree- 
ments to open schools as 
part of a new strategy to 
combat rising unemploy- 
ment and illiteracy. 

“Total financial com- 
mitment to fight unem- 
ployment is 750 million 
dirhams from this year’s 
budget,” government 
spokesman Khalid 
Alioua told reporters at 
the end of a three-day 
conference on jobs in the 
southern Moroccan city 
of Marrakesh. 

He said the government 
of Socialist Prime Minis- 
ter Abderrahmane AJ 
Youssoufi had also 
agreed with the World 
Bank to set up a social 
fund whose capital 
would increase to SI 00 
million before the end of 
2000 . 

But Youssoufi said at 
the conference's closing 
session that investments 
which had fallen dramat- 
ically this year remained 
the “real vehicle for 
development" and vowed 
to speed up reforms that 
would include incentives 
and eliminate red-tape to 
attract local and foreign 
investors. 

“The new strategy will 
be characterised by 
speed and transparency," 
he said. “We are prepar- 
ing for the investor 
whether Moroccan or 
foreigner, the appropri- 
ate climate on all the 
.administrative, legal, 
financial and incentives 
fronts.” 

The • North African 
country of 28 million 
suffers from one of the 
world's highest rates of 
illiteracy, estimated at 
around 55 per cent and 
as high as 90 per cent in 
rural areas with 200.000 
children leaving schools 
annually. 

The jobless rate is offi- 
cially put at around 17 
per cent. But labour 
unions believe the figure 


is more than 22 per cent 
in urban areas and up to 
50 per cent in rural 
areas. 

“Unemployment is a 
major economic and 
social problem and creat- 
ing job 

opportunities. ..especial- 
ly for the youth and uni- 
versity graduates should 
take priority,” King Has- 
san of Morocco said in 
an opening speech to the 
conference on Saturday. 

The government's 
efforts to combat the 
twin problem of jobless 
and illiteracy received a 
boost when leading busi- 
nessman Otbman BenjeJ- 
loun signed an agree- 
ment to open 100 schools 
annually in the poor 
rural areas. 

“This initiative which 
will also employ hun- 
dreds of teachers, is to 
provoke our partners in 
the private sector to 
come out with similar 
projects." said Benjel- 
loun, president of the 
Benjelloun Group which 
owns Banque Maroc- 
caine ‘ du Commerce 
Exterieur among others. 

“We want the govern- 
ment of alternance 
(Youssoufi’sj to succeed. 
We believe this a patriot- 
ic task." he told a news 
conference after the 
signing. 

Rural areas. long 
ignored by previous 
administrations, suffer 
from poor basic services 
such as potable water 
and electricity and 
Alioua said such projects 
would have priority. 

Alioua, who is also 
minister of social devel- 
opment, employment and 
professional training, 
signed on Monday sever- 
al agreements with state- 
run big entreprises and 
non-government organi- 
sations to open educa- 
tional centres in villages 
to fight illiteracy, espe- 
cially among women. 

He also said that the 
government was pursu- 
ing a programme to pro- 
vide on-job training to 


some 25.000 graduates 
every vear to prepare 
them for the job market. 

Thousands of jobless 
try to cross the Mediter- 
ranean Sea to Europe 
every year seeking a bet- 
ter future. Scores of 
them have died this year 
while trying to sneak in 
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in overcrowded wooden 
boats, Spanish authori- 
ties say. 

King Hassan has said 
only 180.000 of the 
230.000 who enter the 
job market every year 
could be employed. 

“Our task is to meet the 
annual needs of 230,000 
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ASEAN leaders mourn fallen economies, reaffirm free-trade goals 
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WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


HANOI (AFP) — South . 
East Asian leaders, from 
countries with shattered 
economies, promised Tues- 
day to speed up free-trade 
reform and boost incentives 
to foreign investors to posi- 
tion the region for an even- 
tual rebound. 

Leaders of the Associa- 
tion of South East Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) warned 
each other against backslid- 
ing on commitment* to lib- 


eralise trade and investment 
in the face of unprecedent- 
ed economic stress. 

“If we cannot convince 
the world that we are united 
in our determination to 
repair our economies, it 
could lead the major pow- 
ers to turn away from South 
East Asia." Singapore's 
Prime Minister Goh Chok 
Tong said. 

Goh told the opening of 
the sixth ASEAN summit 


that speeding up the 
removal of trade barriers 
within the grouping would 
be a “powerful signal that 
we will keep our markets 
free, that we will remain 
plugged into the global 
economy...” 

At the Hanoi summit, 
ASEAN leaders are to con- 
sider a blueprint of eco- 
nomic measures to speed 
up the creation of a free- 
trade area to 2002 from 


2003 and offer perks to for- 
eign investors. 

Goh called for liberalisa- 
tion “beyond the expecta- 
tion of the market, in finan- 
cial services, in information 
technology, in civil avia- 
tion.” 

Even Malaysian Prime 
Minister Mahathir Moham- 
mad, a fierce critic of per- 
ceived abuses in the free- 
market system, said that 
Kuala Lumpur remained 


committed to closer eco- 
nomic integration and free 
trade within ASEAN. 

“By all counts, the last 
year or so has been the most 
difficult and challenging 
period for all our coun- 
tries," said Mahathir, who 
imposed capital controls in 
September to shield the 
Malaysian currency from 
speculative pressure after 

(Continued on page 9) 
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THE Daily Crossword 


Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 



18 Scorsese film 
of 1976 
20 Surpasses 
22 Played (with) 


24 Wager 

25 Ground-cover 
herb 

29 Likely to be 


32 Yes or no 
intensifier 

33 Mosaic piece 

34 16 make a 


36 Hockey great 

37 Brouhaha 

38 Romaine 

39 SL crasser 

40 Zodiac sign 

41 Presently 

42 Fuel ingredient 

44 Turn on a pivot 

45 Chic 

47 Type of phone 

49 19th President 

50 Coop, resident 

51 Turndown vote 

52 Enrage 

54 Quarterback, at 
times 

57 Steinbeck 
novel, with 
The’ 

61 Residence 

62 Location 

63 Mine entrances 

64 Novelist 
Bagnoid 

65 Contradict 

66 Aspect 

67 Some NCOs 

DOWN 

1 Land measure 

2 Thickening 
sauce 

3 Scat singer of 
note 


By Stanley B. Whitten 
Northbrook, !L 

4 Tapering tower 

5 Play parts 

6 Na Na 

7 Sweet birthday 

8 The 
Wasteland' 

poet 

9 Neat 

10 Arachnid 

11 ‘My Name is 

Asher ’ 

12 Corrida shout 

13 Part of mph 
19 Alter text 

21 Poetic pasture 
24 Turn red 

26 Judy Garland 

hit, with The' , 

27 Night-biooming 1 

cactus 

28 Ecfible 

submarines < 

29 Stop flow of, as • 

blood 

30 Phantoms ‘ 

31 Loot * 

32 Cutoff 

35 Secular law t 

36 Small plane ' * 

43 Bitter in tone 
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44 Cuts to ribbons 
46 SL Lawrence, 
e.g. 

48 Genetic stuff 
50 Gossip maven 

Hopper 

53 Steffi of tennis 

54 Attention- 
getting sound 


55 Give off 

56 Crimson and 
scarlet 

57 Roll of paper 
money 

58 'We _ the 
Wbrid' 

59 Desire 

60 Western Indian 



THE BETTER HALF» By Glasbergen 



My parents told me the facts of life 
when I was 1 1 months old. They 
figured I d ask fewer questions 
if I couldn’t talk yet ” 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to 
form four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold end I4H» Arjjiriofl 


SIVOR 


mm\ 


GONNIG 


min 


NAUCIV 


Answer: 



Now arrange the circled letters lo 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


I (Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's J^Ues: GUMMY KHAKI BANISH SKEWED 
r ' WhaI the school coach gave the pole vaufwr 
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Iranian products exhibition draws ‘hundreds 5 of consumers 


GiasW# 


They 


A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Comprehensive review of investment 
procedures to be conducted in early ‘99 


** THE GOVERNMENT intends to 
conducf a comprehensive review at the 
beginning of next year on the best means 
to encourage investments. Prime Minis- 
ter Fayez Tarawneh announced durina a 
meeting of the Higher Council for 
Investment. The review wifi be carried 
out with representatives of the private 
sector and the presidents and members 
of the financial committees of both 
houses of Parliament, said Tarawneh 
who presided over the meeting. 

The prime minister did not rule out the 
possibility that the review would include 
specific amendments on the Investment 
Promotion Law ia order to simplify and 
facilitate the procedures for investments. 
Tarawneh asked the ministers and pri- 
vate sector representatives, who are 
members of the Higher Council, to for- 
mulate a comprehensive concept in 
order to activate the role of Higher 
Council and bolster investments. ~ He 
emphasised the determination of the 
government to consolidate the effective- 
ness of tax and customs incentives given 
to investment projects by simplifying the 
procedures through which the projects 
pass. 

Tarawneh expressed dissatisfaction 
about the complexities which many 


investors still complain of despite the 
increase in the volume of investments 
during 1998 compared to last year. From 
the beginning of this year until 
11/11/1998 investments totalled about 
JD4AO million. JDSO million more than 
the JD3SQ million posted in 1997. 

Industry and Trade Minister Moham- 
mad Saleh Horan i told the Jordan News 
Agency. Petra, and Jordan Television 
that the Higher Council reviewed all 
investment-related issues and discussed 
the hurdles hindering this sector in order 
to work for solutions and to promote 
investment for Jordan and lure capital. 
Horan i. who is also the vice president of 
the Higher Council, said the study which 
was prepared by some consultants about 
the investment hurdles was reviewed to 
pinpoint the measures that should be 
taken by government to make the Invest- 
ment Promotion Corporation more capa- 
ble and effective to promote and attract 
investments to the Kingdom. 

The minister indicated that the Higher 
Council would continue its meetings 
during the Holy Month of Ramadan not- 
ing that the recommendations of the 
Higher Council will be presented to the 
Council of Ministers in one package to 
lake thesuitable decisions tAI Aswuq). 


Government studying new economic 
sectors to improve their competitiveness 



** AFTER EXECUTING six studies 
on the Jordanian textiles. Dead Sea 
projects, tourism, pharmaceuticals, 
mining and cement, the "national com- 
petitivity team" is conducting studies 
on new economic sectors,' - namely 
banking, higher education, construc- 
tion and Jordanian expatriates. Yousef 
Mansur, the head of the team studying 
the competitivity of Jordan indicated 
that the selection of these sectors was 
taken because of their importance to 
the industrial sector. “Developing 
these sectors will consolidate the com- 
petitivity of the Jordanian economy in 
general,” he stressed. 

Mansur said the study emphasised 


the importance of raising the quality 
level as it is considered among the 
important pillars of competitive capa- 
bility. Also of importance are the 
encouragement of research and devel- 
opment and the due attention to mark- 
ing and promotion to enable the indus- 
tries penetrate new markets abroad. 

The possibility of enabling the bank- 
ing sector in Jordan serve the local 
industry in a better way will also be 
studied. Mansure said. He pointed out 
that most of the difficulties facing the 
Kingdom's industry were in not being 
able to secure the necessary and suit- 
able financing for expansion (AJ Dus- 
toun. 



FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16, 1998 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) It's a fabulous 
day to travel ask questions and talk to God. 
Don’t worry, you don’t have to travel all the 
way to heaven to do that. But if you do get a 
chance to travel, you’ve got it made. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) The sun. 
moon, Pluto and Mercury are all in Sagittarius. 
That’s in your solar eighth, house of money, 
specifically money you share with others. This 
includes legacies and gifts. You’ll be finding all 
sons of surprises and buried treasures. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) Somebody is 
encouraging you to do some tiling you thought 
> 1 X 1 couTdn’t do. No point trying to resist. It’s 
much bigger than you are. You're being 
encouraged to rejoice, participate, have fun and 
look at everybody as your fiiend. You do that 
anyway, but today, you might even like people 
you can't stand. Have a great rime. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 22) You’ve had a 
couple days to spend on love; now let's devote 
a little attention to money. You do th3t by work- 
ing for it, and there’s plenty of work to do. 
You’re being watched and if you perform bril- 
liantly, you’re in line for a prornotion. 

LEO: (July 23 to August 22) The sun :ind 
moon are both in S agi ttarius, one of the most 
inspirational signs in the zodiac for you. It 
hghts you up and gets you going. You re com- 
ing up with new ideas, and you want to jump 
right up and put them into action. Projects 
begun today or tomorrow or e'en Friday 
should mm out to surpass your wildest 
erpecarations. 

VIRGO: /August 22 to September 22 1 There 
are surprises ad problems to be solved at your 
bouse. There might even be messes to be 
cleaned up and stuff to be thrown out. Seine 
kind of transformation going on. that's for sure, 
but not to worry. Love is on your side arid that s 
•he most important thing. With that, you know 
everything's going to turn out well 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 23 1 There’s 


at least one interesting lesson to leam tony, so 
watch for it. An older friend is the likely tutor, 
but the lesson may not be obvious. Find some- 
body who knows how to do something you 
admire follow that person around and mimic 
him or her. and voila! Pretty soon you’re able 
to master this difficult subject yourself. 
SCORPIO: (October 24 to November 21) 
Y’ou're shrewd, as usual, but you’re losing your 
grip. There's something you want that you 
probably can’t afford. You'd really like a justi- 
fication to get it. If you can figure out a way to 
get what you want and make it deductible, as in 
part of your job or career, maybe you can make 
it happen. That's the challenge today. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 
21) You’ll be coming up with so many good 
ideas, you won’t even be able to count them all. 
You'll have to make lists, but on the run, 
because you’re too busy to settle in one place 
for long. Everyone wants you at their parties. 
Everyone is asking your advice. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 19) 
You see yourself a certain way. but how you 
see yourself and how others see you may be 
quite different. How you see yourself and how 
you’d like to be could be quite different too. 
AQUARIUS: (January 20 to February 18) 
Your friends are important to you. today more 
than ever. They could help you come up with 
some great ideas. That’s usually your role, but 
today, look and listen. Somebody you thought 
was nothing more than a party animal could 
have some very good advice. If the advice is to 
relax, that’s all the more reason to listen. 
PISCES: (February 19 to March 20.) The test- 
ing period is about to begin. It’s finals week, 
and guess what? You're going to do fine. If you 
can just relax. That's the most important advice 
anyone can ever give to a Pisces. Don't freak 
out and you'll come up with the right answer. 
You always do. Sometimes you're so brilliant 
you surprise even the proiessors 


By M unther Murjan 

AMMAN — Hundreds of Jordanians are 
flocking to an Iranian exhibition in 
Amman to buy foodstuffs. Persian car- 
pets, furniture and electrical appliances. 

The one-week display, which opened 
on Saturday, was organised by the 
Hashemite Association "for International 
Economic Cooperation, a non-govern- 
mental organisation chaired 5v His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince rfassan. 
the Regent. 

All proceeds from the exhibition will 
go to a sports centre for the physically, 
challenged, according to Ma’an Zabian. 
executive chairman of the association. 

The display is the culmination of seven 
years of association contacts with Iran- 
ian trade officials and businesspersons 
to boost bilateral ties. 

“We decided to organise the display 
because of Iran’s growing commercial 
ties with Jordan and the fact that we 
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have various key Iranian figures in the 
association,” Zabian told the Jordan 
Times. 

Jordanian-Iranian trade levels, for 
years impacted by tense bilateral politi- 
cal ties, have grown over the last tw'o 
years. 

The balance of trade remains heavily 
in favour of Amman — 75 per cent of 
the $26 million annual trade consists of 
exports of Jordanian phosphates and 
potash. 

Jordan mainly imports Iranian food 
and machinery. 

Zabian and other businesspersons said 
hundreds of Jordanians, encouraged by 
strong Muslim bonds and the relatively 
cheap prices of Iranian goods, were 
showing up at the expo each day. 

Most of the displays visitors appeared 


more interested in buying less expensive 
products such as silver jewellery and 
foodstuffs, including nuts and dried 


fruits. 


“It is days before Ramadan [the Islam- 
ic calendar's month of fasting], and 
everyone is looking for affordable food- 
stuffs." said Osama Masri. a security 
guard at the exhibit. 

Iranian businesswoman Suhayla 
Hashemi. selling silk and woollen car- 
pets and carved wooden furniture, said 
the prices, expensive in the eyes of many 
Jordanians, only reflected the cost of 
work and materials involved. 

The display coincides with a three-day 
meeting of a Jordanian-Iranian joint 
committee to discuss industrial, eco- 
nomic and trade cooperation. Trade 
Minister Mohammad Saleh Hourani and 
his Iranian counterpart Gholam Rida 
Shafi’i are co-chairing the talks, which 
opened on Tuesday after days of prepa- 
rations. 

The exhibition ends on Dec. 18. 
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ASEAN leaders reaffirm free-trade goals 


(Continued from page 8) 

sacking his finance 
minister and deputy, 
Anwar Ibrahim. 

“After a decade of 
impressive growth, 
most of us in the region 
are now confronted 
with zero or negative 
growth for 1998,” he 
noted. 

The Thai baht's 
forced devaluation in 
July 1997 sparked a 
contagion that crushed 
regional currencies and 
stock markets, ending a 
decade of rapid eco- 
nomic growth. 

Five " ASEAN 
economies — Indone- 
sia. Malaysia. the 
Philippines. Singapore 
and Thailand — are 
now mired in reces- 
sion. The remaining 
members — Brunei, 
Laos. Myanmar and 
Vietnam — have been 
hit severely by the fall- 
out. 

Indonesia and Thai- 
land needed multibil- 
lion dollar internation- 
al bailouts. 

"As a nation and a 
people, we have 
become impover- 


ished.” said Mahathir 
of the impact on 
Malaysia. “Our banks 
and ’ corporations 
almost collapsed.” 

Philippine President 
Joseph Estrada said the 
toll on Southeast Asian 
populations was "even 
more disturbing." 

“As production fell 
and unemployment 
rose, more than 40 mil- 
lion people have been 
pushed back into 
absolute poverty, 
reversing much of the 
past gains in poverty 
alleviation.” Estrada 
said. 

He said ASEAN 
should accelerate its 
tariff reduction pro- 
gramme and enhance 
“regional investment 
dynamism" by offering 
better incentives to 
regional investors. 

Indonesian President 
B.J. Habibie said the 
collapse of regional 
currencies and the 
massive outflow's of 
capital had taken the 
heaviest toll “on the 
people of the ASEAN 
region." 

“Tens of millions of 
workers lost their jobs 
as industries slowed 


lbder^& 


down and companies 
went bankrupt,” he 
said. 

Habibie said trade 
and investment liberal- 
isation would help 
attract investors and 
lead to the creation of 
“one vast integrated 
regional economy.” 

Thai Prime Minister 
Chuan Leekpai said the 
entire region had 
become poorer because 
of the crisis, “but it 
does not mean ... we 
should turn inward." 

“We all may not be 
able to achieve the 
same specific time- 
frame or move at the 
same pace (of liberali- 
sation),” he acknowl- 
edged. 

“But as long as we 
are able to redouble 
our efforts towards 
closer economic inte- 
gration and seek to go 
at least one step 
beyond our pledged 
commitment, we will 
create a synergy of 
strength, capable of 
propelling ASEAN 
back to normality and 
on the path of renewed 
growth,” Chuan added. 
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Rosenthal opened in Amman. 

50 % off 
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Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 

Punched & Unfurnished 

for more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 




Web Site is 
^w.abdoun.com.jo 
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Studio Haig 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get: 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 

20x30 cm. 

Shmeisani - Opposite 

Grindlays Bank- 
Phone: 5604042 
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Equipped Kitchenettes *DaBy & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 
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At 6th Circle 
Tel.: 551 0001 



Wadi Rum Bar 

Why not a Cool Beer 
After a Long Day. 
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Asian Games 

Disappointing results in track 
events as Mahsiri misses out 
karate bronze 


By Aleen Bannayan in Amman 
and Jordan sports media 
reporters in Bangkok 


JORDAN’S BUTHEINA Mahsiri 
Tuesday missed the chance to add 
another bronze medal when she lost 
to a Vietnamese opponent in the 
karate event at the 1 3th Asian 
Gaines, which conclude in Bangkok 
Dec. 20. 

Mahsiri finished fifth among nine 
players losing 3-2 in her first match 
before going down 5-0 to her 
Japanese opponent who later won 
ihe gold medal. 

“I tried my best, but the Japanese 
player’s experience was far better. 
We need to keep competing against 
players of such a level," Mahsiri. 
who was a Pan- Arab Games bronze 
medallist, told reporters following 
her defeat. 

Her coach also echoed the same 
view underlining the importance of 
more exposure on the Asian and 
international levels. 

Also Tuesday. Mohammad 
Shaman and Mohammad Mutari 
were eliminated from the 800 
metres at the athletics event. 

Mutari came short of his 
Jordanian time and finished the 
event with a time of 1:55.20 while 
Shaman finished with a time of 
1:55.22. 

Mutari had earlier competed in 
the 1,500 metres finishing with a 
time of 3:59.30 short of his own 
3:47.9. 

In the 400 metres. Shaman also 
came short of his own best time of 
48.28 finishins last with a time of 
49.64. 

The only remaining medal hope- 
ful in the athletics competition is 
Fakhreddin Fuad — a high jump 
gold medallist at the Pan-Arab 
Games — who achieved 215 cen- 
timetres, and just came short of his 
record of 222 at the team's training 
camp in Qatar where teammate 
Mohammad Abdul Baqi set a new 
Jordanian record in the triple jump 
with 15.53 — IS centimetres more 
than his previous mark. 

Jordan is yet to win gold at the 
Asian Games. In the past two par- 
ticipations in the Seoul ‘86 and 
Hiroshima ‘94. Jordan’s sole 
medals were achieved through taek- 
wondo with three silver and five 
bronze medals. 

The Kingdom has so far won five 
medals. Four in taekwondo includ- 


ing silver by Ibrahim Aqel, Ala' 
Kurkut, and Hussein Tahleb and 
bronze by Mohammad Faraijeh. 
Mohammad Abu Khadijeh added a 
bronze in boxing. 

Jordan has nearly completed par- 
ticipation in the three-week event 
where the Kingdom had 19 officials 
and 37 athletes in 1 1 sports: athlet- 
ics. boxing, bowling, gymnastics, 
judo, karate, shooting, squash, 
swimming, weightlifting and taek- 
wondo. 

Only Saudi Arabia and 
Afghanistan missed the Games as 
41 countries took part in the last 
sporting event of the century. 

Although the Jordan Olympic 
Committee (JOC) tried to enlist the 
best athletes in each sport through a 
screening process, apart from taek- 
wondo. the rest of the sports pro- 
duced below average results espe- 
cially in atheltics and swimming 
where athletes' finishing times did 
not even match their own records. 

A brief look at Jordan’s participa- 
tion shows the Kingdom easily 
eliminated in the bowling and 
shooting events. 

In swimming. Hana Majaj lagged 
far behind her~ local records finish- 
ing last in the 200-metre butterfly 
with a time of 2:40.85 while her 
local time was 2:26.00. 

Pan-Arab Games bronze medallist 
Majaj also came in ISth with a time 
of 1:13.16 in the 100-metre butter- 
fly, also way off her local time. 

In boxing, Jordan's top boxer 
Mohammad Abu Khadijeh settled 
for bronze, after having won three 
gold medals within a year — at the 
8th Pan-Arab Games, the West 
Asian Games in Tehran and the 
18th Arab Boxing Championships. 

Basel Hindawi, bronze medallist 
at the,rBan-Arab Games, and gold 
medallist Ayman Nadi failed to earn 
medals for Jordan as they competed 
alongside ISO athletes from 31 
nations in the event. 

In squash, the country’s top play- 
er Mohammad Saeed lost to 
Pakistan’s top player — Zarak 
Khan. 

In taekwondo. Nancy Hindi, Zaha 
Talhouni. Luma Abu Judum, Ali 
Asmar, Alisar Matar, Mohammad 
Abul Ruz and Ahlam Bino lost their 
bouts. The rest of their teammates 
secured four medals. 

In judo, Mousa Khalaf, a silver 
medallist at the Pan-Arab Games, 
was eliminated, alongside Rami 
Dasouqi andTawfiq Suleiman. 


In gymnastics. Jordan's Ahmad 
Abdo~ and Shadi Khouri obtained 
45th and 47th places respectively. 

In weightlifting, Awad Aboudi 
competed in the heavyweight over 
105-kilogramme class managing 
overall eighth place beating Arab 
competitors from Kuwait, Syria and 
Lebanon. 

On the other hand, the country's 
top weightlifter. Ayed Khawaldeh 
became the first athlete to test posi- 
tive at the Bangkok Games after 
setting a new Arab record finishing 
seventh among fifteen participants 
in the 56-kilogramme class. 

The Olympic Council of Asia 
(OCA) reprimanded the Jordan 
Olympic Committee after 
Khawaldeh was found to have taken 
the diuretic Triamderene in a ran- 
dom test following which he was 
immediately disqualified and 
expelled from the Games Village. 

. The OCA handed the matter to the 
sport’s governing body to impose 
an international suspension which 
will bar him from the Pan- Arab 
Games. 

Khawaldeh also failed a second 
positive test before Jordanian dele- 
gation officials ordered his return 
home. ' 

Khawaldeh. who was the first 
Jordanian to win three bronze 
medals in one event at the Sth Pan- 
Arab Games in Beirut last summer, 
said his Chinese coach has instruct- 
ed him to take the medicine during 
the West Asian Games in Tehran 
and during another championship in 
Algeria last year, and did not know 
that it contained a banned sub- 
stance. 

The Kingdom did not taking part 
in team sports — notably soccer, 
handball and basketball due to rea- 
sons pertaining to their respective 
federations. 

The JOC has underlined the 
importance of taking part in the 
Asian Games saying it was “an 
invaluable chance to assess our 
teams and pinpoint our location on 
the map of Asian sports being part 
of plans of the Ministry of Culture 
and Youth to prepare teams for the 
upcoming Pan-Arab Games in 
Amman next summer and the 2000 
Sydney Olympics.” 


Princess 

Sumaya 

meets 

handball 

team 


AMMAN (J.T.) — HRH 
Princess Sumaya. the hon- 
orary president of the Jordan 
Handball Federation (JHF) 
Tuesday met with members 
of the national women’s 
handball team and listened 
to issues and obstacles that 
hindered further progress. 

The players noted the 
main problems were the lack 
of adequate tr ainin g facili- 
ties. players commitments at 
work and universities as 
well as transportation since 
the team includes players 
from Iibid and Amman. 

The JHF will organise Al 
Hassan International 

Championship in March 
1999 on the occasion of 
HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan’s birthday. 


Athletes 
dance 
to Village 
beat 


BANGKOK (AFP) — Disco 
dancing and watching the 
Hollywood thriller 

“Armageddon” top the pas- 
times for competitors and 
officials at the Asian Games 
Athletes' Village. 

Village vice mayor 

Choopong Kiangsiri said 
Tuesday that athletes who 
have time off from training 
and competing can entertain 
themselves with movies, 
karaoke, cultural , shows and 
dancing. 

But the 300-seaier movie 
theatre is one of the most pop- 
ular attractions with the Bruce 
Willis thriller Armageddon, 
about an oil-driller assigned to 
destroy a giant asteroid head- 
ing towards Earth, drawing in 
the crowds. 

“The cinema is free and 
we’ve bad to add an extra 
show to the four we have 
everyday,” said Choopong. 
“Armageddon is the popular 
movie showing now. All seats 
have been reserved for the 
next two days already.” 


Track royals claim new Games titles 


BANGKOK (AFP) — Koji 
Ito and Li Xuemei. the 
Asian Games king and 
queen of sprint, added to 
their titles Tuesday as hosts 
Thailand braced for a battle 
royal in the football. 

Li rc<se from her hospital 
bed to anchor China to vic- 
tory in the women's 4x100 
metre relay and Ito did not 
enjoy the responsibility of 
having to do the same in the 
men’s race. 

Li went to hospital after 
winning her 100 metre title 
on Monday. But she came 
back to lead the Chinese 
women home in a Games 
record of 43.36sec. 

“I stayed in hospital for 
the whole of last night.” 
said Li, who had a fever and 
a stomach complaint. “I was 
very weal: but still confident 
we would win. We are much 
stronger than the others.” 

Uzbekistan were second 
and Thailand third. 

Ito. who was this week a 
pace away from becoming 
the first Asian to run 100 
metres in under lO.OOsec, 


led the Japanese relay squad 
to victory in an Asian record 
of 38.91 sec. The Thai men 
were second and Qatar 
third. 

“I don’t like to anchor 
relays at all.” said the 28- 
year-old. “I just did it 
because our top sprinter 
Nobuharu Asahara is not 
here because of injury. I 
rarely do it and I hope 
Asahara comes back as soon 
as possible.” 

But both champions are 
now on course for a rare tre- 
ble as they are the favourites 
for the 200 metres finals on 
Friday. 

Japan took three athletics 
golds as Yasunori Uchitomi 
won the men’s 3,000m 
steeplechase in 8min 
41 .OOsec and Masaki 
Morinaga the men’s long 
jump with 8.10m. 

China got only two athlet- 
ics golds. On top of the 
relay, 39-year-old Li Meisu 
won the women's shot with 
an effort of IS.96m. The 
victory came 16 years after 
the legendary Li won it the 


first time. 

But China extended their 
lead in the medal rankings 
of the 4] nation event, end- 
ing the 10th day with 92 
gold medals against 47 for 
South Korea and 45 for 
Japan. 

In volleyball, China had a 
double triumph when they 
reclaimed the men's and 
women’s titles — beating 
South Korea in each final. 

The men won 15-7, 15-11, 
10-15, 15-9 to take back the 
title they lost to Japan in 
Hiroshima. The women 
won 15-6, 13-15, 15-8, 15- 
13 against the defending 
champions. 

China also got two more 
table tennis titles, taking 
their Bangkok haul to five. 
Wang Nan ignored the rank- 
ings to beat Li Ju 21-14, 21- 
10, 21-10 in the all-Chinese 
women's singles final. 
Wang is ranked third in the 
world, a place behind while 
Li. 

Olympic champions Kong 
Linghui and Liu Guoliang 
teamed up to beat South 


Korea's Lee Chul-seung 
and Oh Sang-eun 21-17, 21- 
13 in the men’s doubles 
final. 

But in badminton hot 
Chinese favourite Ye 
Zhaoying crashed out of the 
women's quarter finals with 
Indonesia's Mia Audina and 
South Korea's world num- 
ber eiebt Kim Ji-Hyun. 

Ye, '"the World No. 1. 
admitted “I have let China 
down" after lose 0-11, 13- 
10, 11-9 to Japan’s Kanaka 
Yonekura. 

Audina went down to 
lowly-ranked Lee Joo-Hyun 
of South Korea 2-11, 11-7, 
11-7. World No. 142 Sujitra 
Eakmongkolpaisam of 
Thailand played the game of 
her life to oust South 
Korea's Kim Ji-Hyun. 
ranked 134 places higher. 
The Thai won 11-2, 4-1 1, 
11-5. 

Thailand is counting on 
the national football team to 
play the game of their lives 
in Wednesday's soccer 
semi-final against Kuwait. 
World Cup finalists Iran 


play China in the other 
match. 

The Asiad host nation 
erupted in joy when a Thai 
side reduced to nine men 
beat South Korea with an 
extraordinary sudden death 
golden goal on Monday. 

The Thai team were front 
page news in every newspa- 
per. But anticipating trouble 
in case of defeat to Kuwait, 
Thai manager Thavatchai 
Sajakul appealed for foot- 
ball fans to be on their best 
behaviour. 

The authorities are wor- 
ried after trouble at the box- 
ing after a Thai favourite 
lost. 

Thavatchai said “I urge 
the crowd to be c alm and 
accept the result whatever it 
is. This match will be seen 
on television not only in 
Thailand but around Asia 
and even the world. And we 
want to show everyone that 
we are patient and hos- 
pitable hosts.” 
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Japan’s karatedo competitor Asuko Wakai in action during the women’s indivfel 
kata final in the 13th Asian games in Bangkok. Asuko Wakai won the gab^med] 
(AFP photo) 

Iran on track for soccer gold 


BANGKOK (R) — Favourites Iran 
appear on track for the gold medal as the 
Asian Games soccer tournament goes into 
the semifinal stage on Wednesday — 
unless hosts Thailand can pull off new 
miracles or China play above themselves. 

Iran, who brought their World Cup 
squad to Bangkok, play China in one 
semifinal with the comfort of a 2-1 sec- 
ond round group victory over their rivals 
behind them. 

The final is played on Saturday 
Thailand, who pulled off the impossible 
in the quarterfinals on Monday by beating 
2002 World Cup finals co-host South 
Korea in sudden death overtime despite 
being down to nine men. play Gulf cham- 
pions Kuwait in the other semifinal. 

The Iranians, who recovered from a sec- 
ond round 4-2 defeat at the hands of tiny 
Oman to emerge the most impressive side 
left in the competition, seem to have all 
the cards in their hands. 

China will be without main striker Hao 
Haidong, sent off in a comfortable 3-0 
quarterfinal defeat of Turkmenistan for 
spitting at an assistant referee as he was 
being substituted. 

More crucially, they will be without 
English coach Bob Houghton who will on 
the sidelines after he was also shown the 
red card — which means an automatic 
ban of at least one match. 

Houghton had wanted to bring off num- 
ber 15 but the North Korean official held 
up a board showing number five Fan 
Zhiyi was to be substituted. 

Fan. who plays in the English First 
Division for Crystal Palace, is the rock on 
which Houghton’s side is built and the 
former assistant manager of English 
Premier League side Nottingham Forest 
was incensed at the error and got sent off 
for abusing the fourth referee. 

But even with Houghton, the Chinese, 
who lost twice to Iran in the qualifying 
competition for the 1998 World Cup 
finals in France, would probably struggle. 

The Iranians thrashed defending cham- 
pions Uzbekistan 4-0 in the semifinals 
thanks to a hat-trick in the last 10 minutes 
by Bayern Munich striker Ali Daei. 

Daei scored one goal and made the other 
in Iran’s second round defeat of China 
despite the presence of Fan, whom 
Houghton describes as the best defender 
in Asia. 

Since their shock defeat to Oman, which 
coach Mansour Pourhadari put down to 
overconfidence, the Iranians have looked 
head and shoulders above the other sides. 

The Kuwait-Thailand match could go 
either way. 

The Gulf champions started out in red 
hot vein but lost their way after thrashing 


the United Arab Emirates 5-0 in tti 
opening second round march 
After that game. Kuwait had the louraj 
menfs top scorers in Jassem Al-HinraJ 
and Faij Laheeb, each with eight goals. 
But neither has scored since. 

- Kuwait lost their next two second roJ 
games and scraped into the quarterfiJ 
on goal difference, then created chad 
after chance in the quarterfinal agai| 
Qatar. 

But they just could not put the M 
the net and had to go through the agony 
a penalty shootout before being able 
celebrate a semifinal spot. 

Ominously, Al-Huwaidi limped e y- 
before the end and is a doubtful Mart ~ 
against a Thai side with an entire oabo v 
willing the football gods to provii s. 
another miracle. ^ 

On Monday, the Thais had one man sc . 
off against the heavily favoured So iB J 
Koreans but then took the lead anyw ^ 
entirely against the run of play. 

A second man was sent off .and d > > 
Koreans equalised from the subseqtf 
free kick just minutes from the end of rt 1 
mal time and the Thais looked doomed. 

But up stepped Thawatchai Djunnm c 
Ongtrak to fire home a blistering 35-y^|: J; 
(metres) shot from near the touchline — j 
goal that will go down in Thai history 
On Wednesday, Bangkok’s noton*# 
traffic jams will evaporate as eveo® 
clusters round televisions and 60.000 p* 1 
pie cram into the Rajamangala NatioM 
Stadium to lift their side to 
superhuman efforts. 

And the team will be looking to rest‘d 
their international reputation as well afiq 
being banned briefly earlier this year^ 
a farcical game against Indonesia m 
regional tournament. 

A game neither wanted to win so 
could play a weaker opponent in the ne* 
round, ended with Thai attackers try ing 
stop Indonesian defenders scoring an 0*1 
goal. They failed. 
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CINEMA 


TEL:463-4144 


PHILADELPHIA. '1 


Tim Allen & 
Kristie Alley .. in 

FOR RICHER 
OR POORER 

Shows: 12:30.3:30.6:15. 
8:30, 10:30 


V 


CINEMA 


TEL-463-4144 


PHILADELPHIA '2' 


Richard Gere .. in 


RED CORNER 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10,30 
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CINEMA 


TEL-5699238 


PLAZA 




CINEMA 


TEL5677420 


Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:30, 
8:30, 10:30 


CONCORDE 


.Cfl N C Q R D Eli: 
Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

ISMAILIA 

RAYEH GAI 

Shows: 1 2:30, 3:30. 6:15, 8:30,10:30 
gPh»C.QSPJ£J2:; 

BLACK DOG 








Shows: 3:30,5:30 


CINEMA TEL5934793 ^ CINEMA 

GALLERIA 1 X 


A B DO UN 

www.cns. corn jo/Galleria 
Michael Keaton .. in 

DESPERATE 

MEASURES 

Shows: 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


A 




TEL: 5934793 




GALLERIA 2 




ABDOUN 

www. cns. com. jo/Ga lleria 
Robert Redford .. in 

THE HORSE 
WHISPERER 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


ttfnham lanes 
IEL: *-25155 

Watch out 
the new plsy 
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...^SYDNEY (AFP) — 
Australia’s gold medal haul at 
N ■•'the past -five Olympics, was 
r.^athfeved ai high cost — 
^j\$ 51 .S million dollars (S32.1 
^fjnjllion) per medal and a 
✓ 'Vjfliicm of fat, inactive specta- 
# ‘rtf’- jiws. a new study has found. 

University of South 
'^pLAustralia sports researchers 
found that at current rates 
|p|$f expenditure. Australia 
•.^rould look forward to wtn- 
■ Idling 20 more golds at the 
\[ ^Sydney Olympics in 2000 — 

^ ijjuning it comfortably into the 
Ttfjp five in the medal table. 

# The y examined the link 
v '""*ween Australia's funding 

ra 1 : elite sport and the medal 
pul it Olympiads from 1980 
1996 and found the 25 
Ids won between Moscow 
Jj- Atlanta each carried a 
agkiyer-fiinded price tag of 
.8 million. 

f^Tbe cost for each of the 1 15 
medals won at the five 
ipics was $11.3 million. 
Bur exercise science 
Associate Professor Kevin 
Norton said the huge amounts 
of money which reaped 
rewards at Olympic level 
failed to provide any impetus 
for community participation 
in sport 

Administrators tried to jus- 
p ■ .tify the funding with the triek- 
Lxlown theory, which says 
that if swimming superstar 
kieren Perkins, for example, 
wins a swimming gold medal 
then thousands of children 
will take up swimming. 

But he said his research 
showed that as with the trick- 
le-down theory in economics, 
it does not work. In fact the 
opposite had happened — 
more money for elite sport 
meant more Olympic gold 
medals but less public partic- 

• ipaiion. 

“We are a nation of specta- 
tors,” Norton said, 
i 'There has been less and 

V less activity, there’s no money 
1 left for community-based 

V sport. What we are saying 
' will happen doesn’t happen. 

it’s going completely in the 
opposite direction.” 

The study tallied the cost of 
elite sport in the runup to the 
past four Olympics, com- 
pared it with the number of 
medals won and found a 
direct relationship. 

An estimated 51-0 billion 
will be spent in the four years 
leading up to the Sydney 
2000 Games, which Norton 
confidently predicted would 
result in 20 gold medals. 

“For $1.0 billion we would 
get just less than 20 but we 
will probably get one or two 
mi tre on the basis of the home 
crowd advantage. There is 
always a definite advantage 
there." he said. 

“But other countries are 
now seeing the pattern. South 
Africa has asked us to help 
them set up sports institutes. 
Britain wants help with a 
cricket academy and a sports 
imuitute.” 

However, Norton said the 
well of potential Olympic 
medallists would run dry' if 
low-level sport continued to 
he overlooked in favour of 
elite athletes. 

But it would be pointless to 
try to change the situation in 
the lead-up to the Sydney 
Games, with politicians 
equating a successful 
Olympics with easy votes, he 
added, 

Australian Institute of Sport 
executive director Jim 
Ferguson defended the cur- 
rent funding level for elite 
sport and said it was “a drop 
tn the ocean” compared to 
landing Few community- 
hased sport - 
“It is higher at the federal 
level but if you add to that 
funding at a stale and local 
lev-eL community-based sport 
*uts far greater funding." 
Ivrguson said. 

- “You have to take into 
a ccount what - else happens in 
a four-year period. There are 
i world championships, world 
c «ps. Pan Pacific Games. 
Commonwealth Games, reg- 
u lar competitions. They are 
all funded bv the same 
be said. 
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Chinese Taipei's Hsing-Su Yen (R) keeps an eye on the bail as he guards Iran’s S. 
Kamafian during quarterfinal basketball action at the I3th Asian Games in Bangkok. 
Taipei beat Iran 86-84 in OT (AFP photo) 

China and South Korea reach 
Asian basketball semis 


BANGKOK (AFP; — The 
Philippines men's basket- 
ball team were given u scare 
before beating Thailand 86- 
60 to claim a place in the 
Asian Games semi-finals 
alongside China and South 
Korea. 

The all amateur Thai side 
scored with five three point 
shots to level the match 36- 
36 at the break. 


But the more experienced 
Philippines professionals 
took control in the second 
half with 36-year-old Alan 
Caidic getting two three- 
pointers to spark a 
Philippine run that gave the 
winning gap. 

China and South Korea 
trounced their latest oppo- 
nents in their second round 
group matches to ensured 


semi-final places. Both still 
have u match to go. 

China, looking for a 
fourth straight men’s title, 
hammered Kazakhstan 106- 
55 in Group A while South 
Korea, silver medalist in 
Hiroshima four years ago. 
beat the United Arab 
Emirates 106-51. 

Sun Jun scored 16 points 
to lead six Chinese scorers. 



\ Nikishin tries to block a jump shot by China’s Liu Yudong dur- 

it the 13th Asian Games in Bangkok. 

China won 106-55 ( AFP photo) 


2nd Division Basketball Championship 

Wihdat aim to increase lead 


By a Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The eight 
teams competing in the 
Second Division 

Basketball Championship 
continue their matches 
Wednesday with 10 days 
left for the championship. 

While the top two posi- 
tions are relatively clear 
now, there are eight 
matches left in the compe- 
tition to determine the 
final standings and the top 
two teams that will be pro- 
moted to the First 
Division. 

AI Wihdat are unrivalled 
atop the standings and are 
slated to clinch the top 
qualifying slot back to the 
First Division. 

Led by coach Ghaith Al 
Najjar who previously 
trained Al Ahli, Al Wihdat 
are assured of keeping 
their lead as they have 
scored five wins easily 
passing the 100- mark in all 
their matches. 

Playing in the Second 
Division for only the sec- 
ond year, Al Wihdat will 
next meet Al Rayeh and 


Team 

E 

W 

L 

STANDINGS 

SE 

SA 

Eli 

Wibdat 

5 

5 

- 

555 

240 

10 

Fuheis 

5 

4 

1 

363 

295 

9 

Homentmen 

5 

4 

1 

327 

291 

9 

Ebbin 

5 

3 

2 

293 

352 

S 

Ashrafieh 

5 

2 

3 

292 

318 

7 

Abu Nusair 

5 

T 

4 

284 

346 

6 

Rayeb 

5 

1 

4 

283 

339 

6 

Samma 

5 

- 

5 

149 

365 

5 

have their 

Iasi 

match 

Al Wihdat which seems a 

tieipaie 


in 


the Second 


against Al Fuheis on Dec. 
26. 

Al Fuheis are second on 
points for now and have 
nearly lost their qualifying 
chance after losing to 
Homentmen in their last 
match. 

Homentmen are third on 
score difference but are 
assured of moving with AI 
Wihdat to the prestigious 
First Division after an 
after an absence of three 
years. 

They have relatively 
easy matches ahead and 
have only lost to Al 
Wihdat. Their main rivals 
for runner-up spot Al 
Fuheis. meanwhile have 
their only hope in beating 


they will drop to third 
place and therefore lose 
the qualifying chance to 
the First Division. 

Homentmen next face 
Abu Nusair while Fuheis 
have an easy match against 
Samma. Fourth placed 
Ebbin face Al Ashrafteh in 
the fight for fourth place. 

The" eight-team event 
concludes Dec. 26 when 
top two of the eight teams 
will be promoted this year 
making the total number of 
First Division teams eight 
instead of six. 

Missing from the event is 
Al Watani, a former First 
Division team who were 
relegated but failed to par- 


Also missing the event 
are teams like Gazzet 
Hashem. Karak and Sahab. 

The Jordan Basketball 
Federation (JBF) this year 
organised only three other 
events: the First Division 
and the Under- 14 won by 
Al Orthodoxi, and the 
Under- 16 won by Al 
Jazireh. 

The women's, juniors, 
and Under- 2 2 were can- 
celled while the JBF is dis- 
cussing holding the under- 
18 with the" concerned 
clubs. 

The First Division 
includes Al Orthodoxi. Al 
Ahli, AI Jazireh, Al Jalil, 
AJ Hussein and Al Jeel. 


Jayasinghe says not afraid of Chinese 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri 
Lankan sprinter Susanthika 
Jayasinghe on Tuesday 
denounced criticism that 
she pulled out of the Asian 
Games because of fears 
about losing to a Chinese 
rival. 

Jayasinghe insisted the 
only reason she pulled out 
of the Games in Bangkok 
was because of injury. 

“Everybody seems to 
think 1 was afraid of the 
Chinese runner. I am a per- 
son who has won world 
events. People should not 
demean me by thinking I 
am afraid to run in an Asian 
event,” Jayasinghe told 
Reuters in an interview 
after returning from 
Bangkok. 

“I was just not able to run. 
Only I know my health con- 
dition, no one else can talk 
for me and i did not feel 
well enough to run,” she 
said. 

Jayasinghe said she with- 
drew from the 100 and 200 
metres events on Monday 
due to a hamstring injury. 

She had earlier qualified 
second fastest in the 100 
metres preliminaries on 
Sunday clocking a 
respectable 11.30 seconds, 
but was left trailing behind 
Li Xuemei of China on 
10.99. 

Li. the Asian record hold- 
er over both sprint dis- 
tances. won Monday’s final 
and is the hot favourite to 
take the 200 metres. 

“After running the heats 1 
couldn’t even stand up 
properly. 

I started bleeding from 
my nose and felt very sick,” 
Jayasinghe said. 

“Even if she (Li) ran 


10.60 I could have beaten 
it. The Chinese were 
nowhere when I won the 
silver at the World 
Championships.” she said. 

Sri Lankan sports offi- 
cials in Bangkok have said 
they were unhappy with 
Jayasinghe's withdrawal. 

“We feel she should have 
run for the country to win 
some medals." one official 
said. 

The state-owned Daily 
News said Damayanthi 
Darsha, who won the gold 
in the women’s 400 metres, 
had taken over from 
Jayasinghe as Sri Lanka's 
new sprint queen. 

Jayasinghe became Sri 
Lanka's most successful 
athlete when she won the 
silver in the 200 metres 
event in the 1997 World 
Championships in Ather 

The sprinter said she had 
lacked continuous training 
this year after being dogged 
by a drugs scandal. 

“I didn't want to injure 
myself further by running at 
the Games and then having 
another year of poor train- 


ing. My main aim now is to 
train well and get a gold at 
the World Championships 
next year,” she said. 

Jayasinghe tested positive 
for the steroid Nandrolone 
in April but had her ban lift- 
ed by Sri Lankan athletics 
officials. 


She is still waiting for a 
final decision on her case 
from the International 
Amateur Athletic 

Federation. 

“I am not afraid of their 
(IAAF’s) ruling. Why 
should I be punished when I 
haven’t done anything 
wrong,” Jayasinghe said. 


^ FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT > 
ABDOUN AREA 

3 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, brand new furniture & electncal 
'appliances, maid's room, parking area, telephone, central 
heating & A/C, fireplace, second floor. Area: 270 sq.m. 

Tel.: 4642535, 079/522005 , 


FOR IMMIGRATION TO CANADA 

High time you contact the Professionals: 

The Daniel Mallette offices in Montreal 

DALMA 

390, rue Notre-Dame ouest, 

Montreal (Quebec) 

Canada H2Y IT9 

Tel: 00 1 514 982 9584 
Fax: 00 1 514 982 0895 
E-mail: dalmaimm@interlink.net 


High income potential! 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES 

on oil platforms worldwide 


RANGE ROVER FOR SALE 

Model 92, full options, automatic transmission, 
duty unpaid, Olive green colour. 

Price: JD7,000 

Tel.: 4655651 



nil an Oil PbiJynn caminu big US dollar overseas' Imer- 
' Vnnti -anic should he .ell-moiivaied individuals between 2040 years M. 

Positions: Salary : 1 

•Oil Driller LJSS 380/fey 

•Roustabout (Helper) USS InM&w 

•Service Personnel USS -50/day 
A+hor positions: Administrative Personnel. Hotel 
^Catering PersonnclTblectricians, Repairmen. eic. (Work 

i nr m k now nmre a bout well-paid jobs within the 

Onshore Oil Industry, please fill out the form below. Mail 
£[*usand we will send vou further mformat.orc 

^Caledonian Offshore Ltd. 

107 Shorting Rd., Suite 100 , Scarborough, Ontario MIS 5K2, 

107 bnonwH n» , CANADA n. Q Fra. is 
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THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 
THE ARAB POTASH COMPANY LIMITED 
ANNOUNCEMENT TO EXTEND THE CLOSING 
DATE FOR PURCHASING THE TENDER 
DOCUMENTS NO. T-8/98 
GRANULAR POTASH PRODUCTION 
EXPANSION COMPACTION PLANT PROJECT 

The (Arab Potash Company Limited) announce 
that the closing date for purchasing the tender 
documents No. T-8/98 is extended to be 
21/12/1998 instead of 14/12/1998 (other terms 
and conditions remans unchanged). 

General Manager 
Naser Al-Sadoun 


IT Career Opportunities 

A leading Jordanian bank with mainly IBM products user has the following 
vacancies to be filled immediately. You are invited to apply if you fit to any of the 
following jobs: 

nnmmunication Manager & Communication Enginee rs 

Should have a university degree in compirter/communications engineering and 
with sound knowledge/experience in network architectures and topologies 
including SDLC, SNC, Frame relay, and TCP/IP multi-protocol networks. 
Knowledge of LAN/WAN integration and interconnectivity is a plus. 

LAN/WAN Manager & Specialists /Administrators 
Should have a university degree in computer engineering Science. Sound 
knowledge/experience OS/2 LAN Server. Communication Server, DB/2 and 
Windows NT-Related products. Knowledge of IBM HUBS and routers including 
IBM 8228/8230, 8235/8260, 6611/221 6...etc. Knowledge/experience in IBM 
network management such as (Netview. Tivoli,...etc is also plus. 

MVS System Programmers 

Should have a university degree in computer engineering Science and sound 
knowledge/experience in IBM OS/390, MVS. ClCS, DB2... and other related 
products. Knowledge/experience in problem determination/problem source 
identification methodologies and tools and capacity management is a definite 

plus. 

Knowledge/experience in banking applications and environments is a plus but 
not mandatory. 

Successful candidates would be given an excellent package in accordance with 
the bank policies and according with the individual merits. 

Only qualified candidates should apply. All applications must be sent within two 
weeks from the date of this advertisement along with current CVs, a recent pho- 
tograph and photocopies of academic degrees and other supporting documen- 
tation to the following address: 

P.O. Box 630508 
Amman 11163 
Jordan 
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Jordan Tunes, Wednesday, 


New Algerian premier takes over 


ALGIERS (R) — Algerian 
President Uamioe Zeroual 
appoin te d career diplomat 
Ismafl Hamdari as prime min- 
ister on Tuesday replacing 
Ahmad Ouyahra who 
resigned the previous day, a 
pn^idetirial statement said 

Hamdaai immediately 
hedged to hold wide-ranging 
(fiangpewMi politicians to oy 
to ease the crisis in the vio- 
lence-stricken Noth African 
country and in strengthen its 
nascent nwd U pnr t y democra- 
cy. 

■The task b dtfficutt but not 
knpossible wttb the hdp of aQ 
pohticiam, business people, 
workers and afl Algerians,'' he 
told statc-nm ratfia 

Algeria has been riven with 
violence since die authorities 
in Jamny 1992 cancelled a 
election in which 


I slamists had taken a com- 
manding lead. More than 
65,000 people have since died. 

Hamdani, 68. and a member 
of parliament said he would 
hold contacts with political 
parties, representatives of 
workers, labour and business 
or ganisatio ns before announc- 
ing the line-up of his cabinet 
and its programme. 

‘The first priority is to ease 
the crisis and continue 
impr oving the situation and 
strengthening the democratic 
process in the country” he 
said. 

He said be would made 
some change in the current 
cabinet but gave no details. 

Al Khabar daily newspaper 
said on Tuesday Hamdani 
would keep the outgoing cabi- 
net mostly unchanged, except 
for the interior, communica- 


tion and justice ministers. 

Newspapers said Hamdam's 
would focus on steering 
Algeria into a presidential 
election planned for April to 
replace Zeroual, who is cut- 
ting short his five-year man- 
date by 19 months. 

Le Quoridien d’Oran said 
Abdulmalek SellaL an ambas- 
sador to Hungary, would 
replace Mustapaha 

B eomans our as interior minis- 
ter while Abdelaziz Rnhabi 
would become communica- 
tion and culture minister, 
replacing Hamraoui Habib 
Chawki. 

Gbouti Mekamcha, a law 
scholar and parliament mem- 
ber, will be justice minister in 
place of Mohammad Adami 
who resigned in November 
amid malpractice allegations, 
the newspaper said. 


The interior, justice and 
communication ministers will 
be directly involved in prepar- 
ing and handling the next polL 

Major opposition parties had 
demanded Ouyahia's dis- 
missal accusing him of hav- 
ing failed to stop what they 
call widespread cheating in 
favour of the main ruling 
National - Democratic Rally 
(RND) party in the local elec- 
tions in 1997. 

The 46-year-old Ouyahia’s 
foes also held him responsible 
for the government's failure id 
end massacres ofrvillagers by 
suspected Muslim rebels. 

Algeria’s main workers' 
unions blame him Tor fuelling 
unemployment by shutting 
down some 1,000 ailing state- 
owned companies, causing the 
layoffs of about 400,000 
workers. • 



TRILATERAL SUMMIT: US. President Bill Clinton, flanked by US. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright, watches Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu and 
Palestinian P nesMgn t Vasyr A rafat hpfnre the start of their trilateral meeting at the Erez 
Crossing linking Gaza to Israel on Tuesday. Clinton failed to persuade Israel to resume 
the troop wi t h dra w als rail ed for under the Wye River peace accord ( AP photo) 


Iranian writers mourn colleague as arrests made 


TEHRAN (R) — About 
1,000 Iranian writers and 
their secularist supporters 
gathered on Tuesday to 
bury poet Mohammad 
Mokhisn, arid word the 
authorities had made 
arrests in the string of 
mystery m u rder s against 
culturu figures. 

But the mourners at 
Tehran's Al Nairi mosque, 
a number of whom had 
been n hiding in recent 
days, seemed to hold out 
little hope the killings that 
have chimed at least 
three dissident writers and 
two political activists 
would slop. 

‘They hive started with 
the [secularist] dissidents 
who do not pose any 


threat to the system and 
are not a possible alterna- 
tive in political terms,' 1 
said one writer, who 
asked not to be identified. 

“But they will move on 
to the Islamic intellectu- 
als who have been seri- 
ously criticising the legit- 
imacy of the system,” he 
said. 

Late on Monday, a judi- 
ciary spokesman said 
police had made several 
arrests in connection to 
the murders, but no 
details were available. 

Iranian moderates have 
blasted conservative 

rivals in the state security 
apparatus for failin g to 
halt a string of mystery 
murders that has 


unnerved the nation and 
forced some secularist 
intellectuals into hiding. 

In their first concerted 
response to the Fecent 
killing or disappearance 
of four writers and a hus- 
band-and-wife team of 
political dissidents, influ- 
ential backers of 
President Mohammad 
Khatami said it was time 
for the hardliners in con- 
trol of the “power min- 
istries” to put an immedi- 
ate end to the violence. 

“Enough talking, arrest 
the murderers,” said the 
daily Zan, published by 
Faezeh Hashemi, a lead- 
ing moderate figure and a 
daughter of former 
President Akbar Hashemi 


Rafsanjani. 

Two of the victims had 
been summoned in 
October to a revolution- 
ary court after they tried 
to revive a banned 
authors' union, raising 
fears their deaths were 
aimed at silencing dis- 
sent 

Last month, nationalist 
opposition leader Dariush 
Forouhar and his wife 
Parvaneh were murdered 
in their home. To date, the 
security service and other 
conservative-run bodies 
have pointed the finger at 
foreign enemies such as 
Israel and the United 
States. 

On . Monday, Iran’s 
supreme leader added his 


voice to the chorus of 
attacks on “world arro- 
gance,” Iranian political 
shorthand for the West 
and Washington in partic- 
ular. 

The body of 
Mohammad Jafar 

Pouyandeb was identified 
at the weekend by rela- 
tives, who said he seemed 
to have been strangled. 

Dissident writers 
Mohammad Mokhtari and 
Javad Sharif were found 
dead earlier in what 
friends say were suspi- 
cious circumstances. 

A fourth dissident intel- 
lectual. Pirouz Davani is 
missing and feared dead 
after disappearing in 
Aueust. 
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Jordan. 

Where ancient 
cultures mingled and 
merged. Where we first 
took off 35 years ago. Today, 

RJ has become one of the leading 
airlines in its home region. With a route 
network covering over 47 destinations, cargo 
services, world-class maintenance and training 
facilities. We celebrate our homeland's heritage of many 
millennia. We reflect on the thousands of flights since we 
began. On our 35th year, a new century looms clearly on the horizon. 





Connecting Continents. Connecting Centuries. 
http://www.rja.com.jo 
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Palestinian prisoners 
suspend hunger strike 


BETHLEHEM fAFP) — 
Some 2.000 Palestinian pris- 
oners in Israel suspended a 
10-dav-old hunger strike 
Tuesday amid reports that 
Israel had agreed to study the 
release of political detainees 
on a case-by-case basis, 
Palestinian sources said. 

Issa Kanaka, head of the 
prisoners* association on the 
West Bank, announced the 
end of the strike during a 
press conference in 
Bethlehem. "The derision 
was taken by the prisoners 
themselves." Kanaka said. 

But he added that “there 
will be neither peace nor 
security for Israelis until they 
are freed.” The prisoners 
began their protest after 
Israel insisted on freeing 
mostly common criminals 
among the 750 Palestinian 
detainees it agreed to release 
under the U.S.-brokered Wye 
River peace accord. 

The Israeli decision 
-parked widespread rioting 
in the Palestinian territories 


Clinton ends mission 


(Continued from page 1) 

"1 hope we can keep pretty 
much to the schedule." Clinton 
-rid. 

• A senior U.S. official who 
.■sked not to be identified by 
i tame, said Clinton wanted the 
u itbdrawal carried out last 

“We don't want it delayed 
and we want it done as soon as 
possible," the official said. 

Netanyahu also declared that 
he would not alter his terms for 
releasing Palestinian prisoners, 
an issue that has triggered vio- 
lent protests across the West 
Bank. 

Arafat, who later guided 
Ginton on a Christmas visit to 
Bethlehem in the West Bank, 
made no comment. His advis- 
er Marwan Kanafani said the 
summit showed “once again 
that Mr. Netanyahu is not 
interested in tie peace 
process.” 

Right-winger Netanyahu, 
whose political survival has 
been put at risk by hard-line 
opposition in his coalition to 
Wye : placed the accord on 
hold before Clinton’s visit over 
what he alleges is a catalogue 
< <f Palestinian violations. 

Facing a no-confidence vote 
in parliament next Monday, he 
repeated after the summit that 
no more land would be trans- 
ferred until the Palestinians 
met their commitments under 
(he deal. 

‘‘If they do it, I cannot tell 
you how much time we would 
lake. The faster they do it, the 
luster we will redeploy," 
Netanyahu said. 

He welcomed a vote by 
Palestinian leaders in Gaza 
reaffirming Israel's right to 
exist — a central element of 
ihe Wye accord — which 
Ginton witnessed on Monday 
i*n an historic fust visit to 
Palestinian-ruled soil by a U.S. 
pvsident 

But Netanyahu again reeled 
i »ff a raft of conditions he said 
1 1 ic Palestinians must meet, 
from collecting illegal 
weapons to halting all e ge d 
incitement to violence and a 
ixiblic renunciation by Arafat 
. if any unilateral declaration of 
an independent stale. 

He insisted that Israel would 
not free Palestinian prisoners 
with “blood on their hands." 
Palestinians see the same 
detainees, held for attacks on 
Israelis, as heroes in the armed 


struggle whose end they reaf- 
firmed on Monday. 

“No amount of pressure will 
force us to release terrorist 
murderers... no amount of 
pressure will force us to make 
withdrawals when the 
Palestinians don’t cany out 
their part It’s just not a subject 
on the table.” Netanyahu said. 

Israel agreed at wye to with- 
draw from a further 1 3 per cenr 
of the West Bank in three 
stages, the first carried out last 
month, in return for specific 
Palestinian security steps. 

It also agreed verbally to free 
750 Palestinian prisoners in 
three groups but enraged 
Palestinians when it included 
150 common criminals in the 
first botch. 

Though Washington has 
backed Israel’s approach, foe 
issue has sparked tensions. 
Israel objected when Clinton 
on Monday likened children of 
Israeli -held Palestinian prison- 
ers to the children of Israelis 
kiUed by Palestinians. 

Clinton said an “informal 
channel” had been set up to 
tackle the prisoner issue. 

He said a steering committee 
on several other specific 
issues, including confiscation 
of illegal weapons by the 
Palestinians, would meet on 
Tuesday. 

“I anticipate that there will 
be agreement today, at the end 
of this meeting, that a lot of the 
requirements from Wye for 
this next phase have in fact 
been met” be said. 

U.S. National Security 
Adviser Sandy Beiger said 
Netanyahu and Arafat had 
agreed at the summit to speed 
up negotiations on a final 
peace settlement that techni- 
cally should be concluded by 
May 4. 1999, under the Oslo 
peace process begun in 

Arafat has said Palestinians 
have foe right to declare an 
independent state if no deal is 
reached by the deadline. 

There is no obligation in foe 
Wye agreement for Arafat to 
his hopes and aspira- 
oons. Berger told reporters 
But he added; “1 think it 
"Ould be extremely helpful to 
express those fa terms of what 
ne seeks to accomplish 
negotiations. If that 
takes place it will eliminate 
the to the 
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which led Israel to suspend 
application of further West 
R ank withdrawals required 
by the Wye agreement. 

Palestinian leaders said 
Israel was obliged under the 
deal to release persons jailed 
for politically-motivated 
actions, notably carried out 
before the first Israel-PLO 
peace accords in 1993. 

But Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
refused to free virtually any 
of the some 2,400 political 
prisoners in Israeli jails, say- 
ing they were murderers with 
“Israeli blood on their 
hands.” 

He publicly maintained foe 
hard-line following a s ummit 
meeting Tuesday with U.S. 
President Bill Clinton and 
Palestinian President Yasser 
ArafaL But U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright 
said later that Israel Had 
agreed to examine the possi- 
ble release of political 
detainees on a “case-by-case 
basis.” 
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Marceau beater 
out Stone aarjfejf p - .. 
vixen in BoncL ^ * 


movie 
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PARIS (AP) — -S^ik & 
Marceau edged ourSfian# 

Stone for vixen in Ae-jm ^ 
James Bond morie^’Le stfSi - - 
Parisien reported Menifa. rate 1 *" 
The 32-year-old * 

actress has 
“Braveheart,” “Am 
Karenina” and ‘‘Firelight" 

She also appears 
grance adds. Marceau , 
play the evil Electra 
Pierce Brosnan’s Bond. 

Parisien said Marceaa beat; 
out Stone for the part 
signed her contract yki 
MGM studios last week 

Spencer’s house] 
destroyed byjrcj 


CAPETOWN (AP)— ft 
destroyed the roof^DjjBjp 
floor of Earl Spa 
house on Mondij^-afifl 1 
lightning strucS'^riB 
thatched roof, firemen#! psaa. 

About a dozen firemeflki ^ I 
three fire engines woe S 
the house of Spcoca 
brother to the late Prions * bums near 
Diana, at 7 p.ra. IocdWjlfe Hq 
S pencer, a member arm* 

British aristocracy, aodhiaf^.f.r, ... 
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children were ^ 

when the fire started 
returned soon after. 
left the premises a^in. 
according to the fireball 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 
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Lewinsky lawyer " 
suffers from ‘post- 
traumatic-stress 
syndrome’ 
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NEW YORK (AP) - 
William Gins burg, who 
met a burst of publicity as 
one of Monica Lewinsky 5 
lawyers during the investi- 
gation of President Cliflioo, 
says the case took'- quite- 1 ' -t ^ 

personal toll. T am sufltr- ^ >>• :i; - ^ 

ing from post-traumatJC' 
stress syndrome from 4® 
case.” Ginsbutg said inti* 

Dec. 21 issue of The 
Yorker magazine, “ft 
me months to recov®- 
The Lewinsky case mw® 
him lose touch with his w* 
ues and his ability to.fbcns 
on trial work, rt . , - r . i: rj - ; 

said in an article ^ 

the events of the past y** vrrr _ :e~— r «^ 


from his perspective 

Bottles of bubbly 
released for Ne* 
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REIMS (AFP) — 

champagne prodneers ha« ^ 1^: - 
rcl«iscdl the equivalent*^ ^ ,P 0W 6 
74 million bottles of ljJJ 

1993. and 1994 
from their reserves in ortjj Ifj Hr^< !% j~J- 
to meet the heavy dem^ J ' 'J 

expected for Year 2000^ W >-P- 

ebrations. The 
expected to enable chs^ 
pagne producers to 
stitute their stocks 
burst in demand, alrejw 

begun, for New Year 

1999, the CIVCV cbs£ 
pagne producers’ co® 0 ^ 
tee said Tuesday. Sales^. 

1998 are estimated at 

million bottles,' and. W ^ ; > iy E ^«sqi 
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